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Preface 


We all develop through childhood. Our expectations, dreams, fears, positive and negative character 
traits, love and attachment to things that have become important for us. From childhood, most of us 
also have a love for chess. 


There was a spark in our eyes to fight again and again, to play as long and as often as possible, to get 
stronger and win. We came to the chess clubs, the coach taught us the basics and then gave us more 
complex materials when our level of play improved. We studied the games of the maestros of the past 
and wanted to carry out no less beautiful combinations, attacks, sacrifices, going all-out. 


There came times when we understood in which positions we feel most comfortable, what suits us in 
a strategic game, and some of us became bewitched by tactical lines of struggle. Most of those who 
love dynamics try to seize the initiative as soon as possible and start an attack. As Black they do not 
want to be content with a draw. Such players usually started their way to the top of mastery with the 
King’s Indian Defense — a unique opening rich in history, like a phoenix, which was reborn countless 
times from ashes. 


Over time, my attention focused on the Modern Benoni. In this opening, the bishop on g7 is the same 
icon that is the basis of the King’s Indian, but here it can operate on the whole al-h8 diagonal instead 
of being locked in by its own pawn on e5, as usually happens in the King’s Indian. Black’s plan is 
outrageously simple: with pawns on d6 and c5, and sometimes b4, he creates a breakwater that opens 
up space for his favorite on g7. 


My expectations from the opening were reinforced by two games by the greatest chess romantic of all 
time, Mikhail Tal. It seems to me that these games will help you, dear reader, to be imbued with love 
for this extraordinary opening. 


Birbrager, Isaak 
Tal, Mikhail 
Kharkov 1953 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.4 26 7.Af3 227 8.2.d3 0-0 9.0-0 Aaé 10.Ad2 
Ab4 11.2e2 He8 12.23 a6 13.kel Ac7 


After some wandering, the knight takes up a fighting position. 
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Position after: 14... 2b8 

15.a4 b6 16.Ab5 a6 17.Axc7 Wxe7 18.8a2 We7 

Black abruptly changes his plan and starts an attack on the kingside. 
19.f3 Ah5 20.Af1 f5 21.2d3 f4 22.04 2d4+ 23.2h1 Wh4 

With gains of tempo, Black carries out a swift attack on the king. 


24.Be2 Wh3 25.892 Wxf3 26.0d2 We3 27.0f1 WH 28.Ad2 2xe4 29.Axf3 Axf3 
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Position after: 29... 2xf3 
Black has a bishop and two pawns as compensation for the queen! But how active the pieces are! 


30.h4 8f8 31.2e2 Ag3+ 32.h2 &xg2 33.chxg2 Axe? 34.Wxe2 £3+ 35.Wxf3 Bxf3 36.exf3 Bf8+ 
37.2¢3 2e5+ 38.292 2f4 


The attack swept over the board like a whirlwind! Even if he did not mate the king, Black still 
remained with a significant material advantage and naturally won. 


0-1 


Gurgenidze, Bukhuti 
Tal, Mikhail 
Moscow 1957 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.4c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.e4 297 8.2e2 0-0 9.0-0 He8 10.0d2 
4\a6 11.8e1 De7 12.04 b6 13.8% c2 Ded 14.h3 Axf2 
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Position after: 14... Oxf2 
Tal rushes after the scalp of the opponent’s king! 


15.2xf2 Wh4+ 16.ef1 8d4 17.Ad1 &xh3 
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Position after: 17...Wixh3 


Again a most beautiful queen sacrifice. 


18.2f3 Wh2 19.He3 £5 20.Adc4 fxe4 21.28xe4 2a6 22.213 He5 23.8a3 Bae8 
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Position after: 23...%ae8 

Every single black piece has joined the attack. 

24.2d2 Axd5 25.2xd5+ Bxd5 26.2e2 xe3 27.Bxe3 Rxcd+ 
The final blow that knocks the opponent out. 


0-1 


Introduction 


Chapter 1 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 96 7.Af3 287 8.2e2 0-0 9.0-0 a6 10.a4 224! 
11.24! 


White tries to play as centrally as possible; each side tries to use the strengths of its position. 
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The positional play in this situation is quite diverse. The main epicenter of events can occur on the 
kingside, as well as in the center or on the queenside. Nevertheless, most often the game takes place 
on the queenside, where after ...b7-b5 Black presses on the isolated b2-pawn, while trying to 
neutralize White’s plan. White, in turn, tries to carry out e4-e5, or after the exchange by axb6 he 
presses on the a6-pawn. The play in the center and on the kingside is connected with the attack on the 
e4-pawn by way of ...f7-f5 with the opening of lines. 


Chapter 2 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 g6 7.Ad2!? 297 8.e4 0-0 9.2e2 Ae8!? 


This chapter is devoted to Vladimir Kramnik’s favorite idea — to transfer the knight through d2 to the 
c4-square. In the 2000s this idea was insanely popular and became the most frequent weapon used 
against Black. However, everything flows, everything changes, and a number of other options 
attracted attention. 
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Position after: 9...e8!? 


To get decent play, Black needs to make a decisive and unconventional move — sacrifice the d6-pawn 
in the variation with an early knight transfer. In the case of classical development on the part of 
White, the solution is to undermine the center by ...f5 and unexpectedly transfer the game to the 
queenside by the decisive and thematic ...b7-b5. 


Chapter 3 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.2.03 227 8.h3 0-0 9.Af3 b5 


White tries to fortify the e4-pawn with pieces at once, but runs into a dynamic counter-punch which 
nullifies all his efforts. 
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Position after: 9...b5 


After Black undermines the pawn on e4 it is very difficult for White to survive, so he has to sacrifice 
the pawn, creating pressure with his pieces in the center. Black must be extremely careful. If playing 
correctly, he gets a combat-ready position with active pieces and strong play in the center and on the 
queenside. 


Chapter 4 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.03 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f3!? 


White strengthens his pawn center in advance and creates a strong barrier. Thanks to this wall, he 
tries to complete the development and arrange his pieces as compactly as possible (as far as the 
position allows). 


12 


a 


Position after: 7.f3!? 


Despite all the dangers of this variation, depending on the direction White has chosen, Black also 
varies his game plan, using his entire arsenal of accumulated knowledge. Counterplay on the 
queenside is associated with the undermining by ...b7-b5, and on the kingside with a pawn march 
...07-h5-h4-h3 and a counter-strike in the centre by means of ...f7-f5. 


Chapter 5 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.2.43 297 8.Age2 


This chapter is devoted to finding the g1-knight a different path without first cementing the pawn 
center. 
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Position after: 8.Age2 


However, the main problem lies in the poor interaction of White’s pieces, and in the variation with 
2d3 White’s pieces can easily be attacked. Black’s main counterplay is connected with activity on the 
queenside, where the ...c5-c4 and ...b7-b5 breaks, provide him decent play. Also, his knight tends to 
head towards the e5-square, where it gains a tempo by hitting the opponent’s unfortunate bishop. 


Chapter 6 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.2b5+ 


An early attack by the bishops on the g5 and b5 squares will induce disharmony in Black’s ranks, 
which gives White a chance to use the confusion for his own selfish purposes. 
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Position after: 7. &b5+ 


Black’s task is to try to finish his development as soon as possible and unravel the tangle of his own 
army, which is somewhat suffocating from the lack of space. It will not hurt to exchange one or two 
pairs of minor pieces. The game proceeds directly along the central axis and on the queenside by 
moving pawns. White tries to strengthen his outpost on e5. 


Chapter 7 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f4 297 8.2b5+! 


Very interesting and incredibly dynamic is the idea of moving a pawn to f4. White wants to crash 
through the center right off the bat with eS. 
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Position after: 8. 2b5+! 


The positions arising in this variation are of a sharp nature, where Black is required to have precise 
knowledge of the theory. It is very important to remember the move ...Afd7, thanks to which Black 
avoids losing an extra tempo when the white pawn pushes forward to e5. Counterplay, of course, is 
on the queenside. 


Chapter 8 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.93 297 8.2.92 


The light-squared bishop fianchetto is one of the most reliable and popular lines among high-class 
chess players. With this bishop, the king is sheltered by a stone wall. 
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Position after: 8.222 


But in this plan, there is a flaw. The bishop leaves the most important fl-a6 diagonal and aims at the 
stationary d5-pawn. The plans of the opponents also proceed from the understanding of these truths: 
White pushes the central pawns, making a breakthrough at e5; Black plays on the queenside, taking 

advantage of his superiority in strength and numbers in that sector. 


Chapter 9 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.24 


White brings out his dark-squared bishop in advance, and immediately organizes pressure on the d6- 
pawn, creating significant discomfort for Black. This line is also popular among strong players and is 
an integral option in their pool of opening schemes. 
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Position after: 7.24 


Black’s play is universal. He also tries to carry out typical counter-attacks with ...b7-b5 and ...f7-f5. It 
is very important to watch the movements of the opponent’s pieces, since White’s position most often 
has no weaknesses. Therefore, the pieces move freely around their camp. 


Chapter 10 
1.d4 Af6 2.4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.dxe6 fxe6 


White abandons his advanced center and tries to create piece pressure, taking advantage of his 
developmental advantage. 
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Position after: 4...fxe6 


And yet, with careful play, using the interaction of pieces and pawns, Black can quickly play to seize 
the initiative, having an important trump card: an advantage in space. 


Chapter 11 


1.44 Af6 2.0f3 c5 3.3 


Position after: 3.e3 


The chapter is entirely devoted to anti-Benoni systems. White tries to avoid the classical lines of the 
variation and still impose his own play on his opponent. The options can be closely intertwined with 
one another. 


The directions of the game are incredibly varied. Positions arise from the English Opening, the Caro- 
Kann Defense, the Hedgehog system, the King’s Indian Defense, and the Queen’s Gambit Orthodox 
Defense. 
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1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 96 7.Af3 297 8.2e2 
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Chapter 1 — Classical Main Line 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.€4 96 7.Af3 297 8.2e2 0-0 9.0-0 a6 10.a4 2g4 


a) 11.-- 
b) 11.42 


c) 11.8f4 &xf3 12.8xf3 We7 13.-- 
d) 11.2f4 &xf3 12.2xf3 We7 13.Hel 


(a) 11.-- ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.Af3 297 8.2e2 
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Position after: 8. &e2 


We will begin to study the Modern Benoni with this classical system. Usually this system is chosen 
by players who have a classical style of play with a positional basis. White develops in the simplest 
and most natural way; he brings out the light pieces on the kingside and is ready for castling. In this 
system, there are a lot of interesting positional features. The first to choose this arrangement was 
Boleslavsky, against Nezhmetdinov in 1950. In modern practice, the following strong GMs play this 
way: Aronian, Anand, Kamsky, Markus and Belyavsky, among others. The reader needs to carefully 
study this chapter. This is one of the most important ways for White to fight for an advantage. 


I spent many hours analyzing this system and my conclusion is that sometimes Black must play 
precisely to compensate for White’s spatial advantage. Black should focus on the following: 1) 
pressure against the e4-pawn; 2) playing on the queenside with ...a7-a6 and ...b7-b5; and 3) advancing 
...c5-c4 in order to capture space on the queenside and free the c5-square for the knight. 


8...0-0 9.0-0 a6 


Black plans ...b7-b5. White’s response is almost forced, so as not to give Black space on the 
queenside. 


Also possible is 9...2e8 10.02. 
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Position after: 10.@d2 


Now in this double-edged position Black has two reasonable options. 


A) Many games have gone 10...a6 11.a4 “bd7. 
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Position after: 11...@bd7 


Now I like 12.h3! The idea of the move is that now 12...Ae5 does not make sense due to 13.4. [In 
my opinion 12.%c2 is worse because of 12...Ae5 13.£a3 g5 and, as practice has shown, Black has 
excellent chances thanks to the possession of the e5-point] And in case of 12...g5 now 13.f4 gxf4 
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14.8xf4 De5 15.2f2+ is good for White. Despite the fact that Black has taken possession of the 
important e5-square, White is a little better due to the half-open f-file. White can transfer his knight 
to £5 along the route “d2-fl-g3-f5, and the h7- and f7-pawns are weaknesses in the future. 


B) 10...4a6!? Black’s further plan involves ...2c7, ...b7-b6, and ...2a6. We will consider this option 
in the next chapter with a different order of moves. 


10.a4 2¢4! 


In my opinion, this is the best continuation. 
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Position after: 10...2¢4! 


What is the logic of this move? Since it is difficult for the c8-bishop to find good play in the Modern 
Benoni, it is logical that it should be exchanged. Black follows the rule “In tight spaces, the side that 
lacks space should strive for exchanges”. Earlier Szabo, Stein, Najdorf and Kasparov played this way 
and so do the modern GMs Shimanov, Firouzja, and Pantsulaia. The late Vugar Gashimov also 
championed this line. 


This move was recommended by Marian Petrov in his book Grandmaster Repertoire 12 — The 
Modern Benoni, and also recommended by Mihail Marin in his wonderful analysis in his Complete 
Modern Benoni Repertoire databases. White has a choice of various replies. The main move 11.24 is 
considered in the last two subchapters, and here and in the next subchapter we will consider the other 
possibilities White can play. 


11.h3 


In my opinion, this move is not so logical. Black is ready to take the knight anyway, so why give him 
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an extra tempo? 
A) White can try to provoke Black into moving ...h7-h6 by playing 11.2¢5. However, Black is not 
obliged to play ...h7-h6, and it is not obvious that the bishop on g5 stands well. 11...2xf3 12.2xf3 
He8!? 13.W%c2 Abd7 14.2e2 
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Position after: 14. 8.e2 


Dozens of games have been played from this position, but no one has tried to play 14...c4!?N. I like 
this idea, to activate Black’s pieces. 15.2xc4 Ec8 
A1) White can transfer the bishop to f3 to protect the e4-pawn after 16.2e2 h6 17.2xf6 Axf6 
18.2f3 h5 19.3 @d7s% White strengthened the e4-pawn, but Black has excellent compensation for 
the pawn thanks to the powerful bishop on g7, which creates unpleasant pressure along the 
diagonal al-h8. 
A2) 16.2d3 Ac5 17.£3 Axd3 18.Wxd3 Wb6+ 19.2f2 2d7 20.2e3 AeS 21.Wd2 Wb4 22.Ad1 Wxd2 
23.2xd2 f5 24.exf5 gxf5a 
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Position after: 24...gxf5~ 


Black has excellent compensation for his pawn. His pieces are active, the bishop on g7 controls the 
al-h8 diagonal, the c8-rook has captured the c-file, and the e5-knight is ready to jump to c4 
creating a number of threats. White’s pieces occupy bad positions and lack harmony. 
B) There is little point in playing 11.%b3, which occurred in Sernecki, F — Martic, Z Budapest 2019. 
White seemed to create a threat to the b7-pawn, but now it’s quite possible to play 11...&e8N. 


Position after: 11...&2e8N 
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And now 12.¥/xb7 does not worry Black because of 12...abd7 13.h3 @xe4 14.hxg4 Axc3 15.bxc3 
Exe2oo with a promising position for Black. 


11...2xf3 12.2xf3 Abd7 13.2f4 We7! 
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Position after: 13...Wic7! 


From here, the queen will support the pawn move ...c5-c4, freeing the c5-square for the knight. Now 
the continuation where White seizes space by a4-a5 is, in my opinion, the most fundamental. 


14.a5!? 


If White rejects a4-a5 the likely continuation is 14.W/c2 Bfe8 15.8fel c4 16.8e2 Ae5 17.2e3 Was. 
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Position after: 17...Wa5 


A) 18.4acl was played in De Lillo, M — Gerola, G ICCF email 2011. In this position I recommend 
the improvement 18...b5N, supporting the c4-pawn and preparing ...b5-b4. 19.axb5 axb5 20.b4 cxb3 
21.4xb3 b4 22.4b5 @xe4 23.A0c7 Ac5 24.2xc5 Wxc7 25.&xb4 Wb6= 


Position after: 25...8b6= 


The position is approximately equal. 


B) I also examined the natural 18.f4N, which so far has not occurred in practice. 18...aed7 19.2xc4 
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Position after: 24...f5« 


Black has excellent compensation for his minimal material deficit since he has organized strong 
pressure on the points e4, f4 and b2. 


14...2fe8 15.W%c2 c4 16.8a4 


CZ 


be 


XS 


= 


ine 


\ 
WW 


RG Owe 
WS 


a a 


Position after: 16.2a4 
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Black has two good follow-ups in this position. 
16...0e5!? 


The choice of the young Garry Kasparov. It’s quite logical, as the knight can now jump to d3. 


16...b5!? After White takes en passant, the c4- and a6-pawns can become weaknesses, but the b2- 
pawn is also a serious weakness. 17.axb6 Axb6 


Position after: 17... Axb6 


A) Noteworthy is the active 18.2a5!? @fd7 19.23 De5 20.fe2 d3 21.8fal Rab8 22.Md2. 
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Position after: 22.4d2 


This position was reached in Najdorf, M — Torre, E Manila 1973. Now Black should play 22...Ad7N 
23.2xd3 cxd3 24.hxa6 We5 25.Ha7 Wc8 26.Ad1 2b3z% with good compensation for a pawn due to 
active pieces and pressure on the b2-pawn, a typical scenario from the Benko Gambit. 


B) 18.8a2 @fd7 19.2\a4 Beb8 20.Axb6 &xb6 21.2e2, Eriksson, A — Wiedenkeller, M Ystad 1981. 
Black’s play can now be improved by 21...2c8N 22.4cl “b72. Black has unpleasant pressure 
against the b2-pawn. 


17.2xe5?! 


This was Portisch’s dubious choice against Kasparov. 


The most logical continuation is 17.8e2 Afd7 18.8fal [if 18.ad1 then 18...2ac8 19.He3 c300 with an 
obscure position in which White has no advantage] 18...2ab8 19.2b4 b5 20.axb6 Wc5 21.Baa4 Axb6 
22.2€3 “xa4 23.2xc5 Axc5 24.2xb8 Exb80o 
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Position after: 24... 2xb8&8& 


Biel, I — Cardona Costa, J ICCF email 2011. An interesting position has arisen in which there is a 
non-standard material relationship. Black has a minor piece and a rook for the queen, but, more 
importantly, all the black pieces are active, one of the black knights is ready to go to d3, and the b2- 
pawn does not feel safe. 


17...8xe5 18.Ab1 Bae8 19.4a3 Axed 20.8xc4 We7 21.8c7 Wd8 22.8xb7 Ag5 23.224 
Or 23.8d1 “xa5F with a more active position for Black. 


23..h5 24.847 Af3+ 25.exf3 WeS+ 
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Position after: 25...Wig5+ 
26.224 


A) 26.2h1? is poor because of 26...2e1—+. 
B) Just as bad is 26.@h2 Wf4+ 27.g2 Bg5+—t+. 


26...hxg4 27.fxe4 Bel 
27... 4! 9F 
28.Wc4 Wd2t 


Portisch, L — Kasparov, G Tilburg 1981. 


Black has an unpleasant initiative on the kingside, and White needs to think about salvation. 
( b) 11.4d2 y) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.Af3 297 8.2e2 0-0 9.0-0 a6 10.24 2g! 
11.4d2 


33 


se et 


se 


oereres  —s_ EDS gee FESS Se a Se 


abcdefgh 


ae. i A Z SA 
HEY "WG shy As 
AY Wl > OY 
a | 


Position after: 11.@d2 


This is the second most popular move. 


With this move, White retains his knight and is ready to trade light-squared bishops. Indeed, the 
knight goes to c4, where it will attack the d6-pawn, and White can be happy to exchange the e2- 
bishop which is potentially “bad” due to the location of the pawns on the light squares e4 and d5. 


On the other hand, White does not get the advantage of the two bishops. Black finishes the 
development of his queenside, moving the b8-knight to d7 so that after @\c4 he will be ready to go 
...b6 continuing the exchange strategy. 


11...2xe2 12.Wxe2 Abd7 13.Ac4 


The most natural move, as White attacks the d6-pawn and the e5-square. We will also consider other 
possible continuations. 


A) White can fix the queenside with 13.a5 We7 14.0c4 De5 15.Ne3 Ded7. 
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Position after: 15...ed7 


Al) 16.Ac4 De5 17.Ab6 transposes the main line. 


A2) No better is 16.f3 Ah5 17.Ac4 2d4+ 18.h1 AeS5ao Olivo, M — Drabke, L Monza 2000. Black 
is no worse. His light pieces are harmoniously located on the central dark squares and he is ready 
to undermine the center by ...f7-f5. 


B) A rather aggressive line is 13.f4 &e8 14.4% c4!. Again this typical pawn sacrifice to free the 
dark squares on the queenside. The queen can go to b6 or the knight can go to c5. 


ja 
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Position after: 14...c4! 


15.Axc4 Bc8 16.Axd6 Wb6+ 17.2h1 Wxd6 18.e5 AxeS5 19.fxe5 Wxe5 20.24, Verdier, P — 
Etchegaray, P Chambery 1994. 20...¥%/h5o0o Black has a good position and in the future he can 
organize strong pressure on the d5-pawn. 


13...Ab6 
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Position after: 13...0b6 

Black continues the exchange strategy, as he is still short of space. 

14.43 


Realizing that the exchange is in favor of Black, White avoids it. 


A) A different knight retreat is not dangerous. 14.4\a3 He8 Black threatens ...Axd5. 15.&%c2 AhS 
16.a5 Ad7 17.Ac4 De5 18.Ab6 2b8 19.8a3 
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Position after: 19.&a3 


Lputian, S — Suba, M Debrecen 1992. In this position, I recommend playing 19...Ad7N 20.Ac4 Ae5 
21.4e3 c42. Black has excellent play on the queenside. 


B) Black will be happy in case of 14.0xb6 Wxb6 15.a5 4c7 
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Position after: 15...Wc7 


16.2d2 White plans b2-b4 and/or “a4-b6. [if 16.2f4 then 16...2ae8 intending ...Ad7 and ...f7-f5 — 
Yudasin] 16...2ae8! Creating pressure on the e4-square. 17.&fel! “d7 [Worse is 17...Axe4?! 
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18.Axe4 f5 19.Af6+! &xf6 20.Wxe8 Bxe8 21.Bxe8+ &f7 22.2aelco— Yudasin. White has the idea 
of £h6 with unpleasant mate threats.] 18.f4! Otherwise Black would play ...f5, and then ...c4 and 
...Ae5-d3 — Yudasin. 18...f5! 


Position after: 18...f5! 
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19.Wc4! [19.e5? dxe5 20.Wc4 Wd6 — Yudasin] 19...2d4+! 20.2h1 Af 21.exf5 [21.e5? dxe5 
22.fxe5 Bxe5 23.Exe5 Wxe5 24.Bel Wd6 25.2e6 Wd7+ — Yudasin] 21...gxf5 22.Re6 


Position after: 22.2e6 
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Rapoport, E — Yudasin, L Beersheba 1999. 22...b5 23.axb6 Wxb6 24.8b1 &xc3! 25.Wxc3 [worse is 
25.2xc3 Exe6 26.dxe6 d5 27.Wd3 d4 28.8e1 Wxe6+ when Black has a healthy extra pawn] 
25...2xe6 26.dxe6 Ae4 27.Wic4 Wb5 28.Wd5 c4 29. dd WSF 
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Position after: 29... “cS 


Black has perfectly centralized his pieces, and the e6-pawn is a weakness not a strength, since the 
white pieces do not support it. 

C) Mihail Marin considers 14.e5, which has not been encountered in practice. 14...dxe5 15.Axb6 
Wxb6 16.Wxe5 Zfe8 
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Position after: 16...&fe& 


17.Wf4 [or 17.43 De4 18.0 xe4 Bxe4F when Black has more active pieces, while White lags in 
development] 17...!%/b4¥ In the future, Black can develop pressure on the d5-pawn, as he is 
somewhat ahead of White in development. 


14...We7 

Exerting pressure on the e4-pawn. 

15.a5 

For 15.f3 Ah5 16.a5 Ad7 17.4 c4 see 13.a5. 


15...Abd7 16.Ac4 De5 
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Position after: 16...e5 
The funny dances with the knights continue. 
17.Ab6 


A) 17.He3 Bed7 18.44 eS leads to a repetition of moves, which should suit Black. 


B) 17.xe5 Yxe5 poses no problems. Various moves are possible in this position, but Black in any 
case has a promising game. 


B1) Altogether too active is 18.f4. Black can now create strong pressure on the e4-pawn. 18...!%e7 
19.2d2 Bae8 20.2fel Ad7 21.4 Wd8 22.4a4 Cmilyte, V — Holst, C Copenhagen 2007. 
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Position after: 22.0a4 


In this position I propose a different idea than what occurred in the game, namely 22...4e7N. Black 
wants to double rooks and pressurize the e4-pawn even more. 23.h3 Sfe8 24.He2 f5 25.2ael 2d4+ 
26.Lh2 Exe4 27.2xe4 fxe4 28.2xe4 Af6 29.26 Exe6 30.dxe6 d5¥ White needs to worry about the 
e6-pawn, since Black’s pieces can surround it and capture it in the future. 


B2) Creative but somewhat artificial is 18.4a4. 


Position after: 18.2a4 
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From here the rook protects the e4-pawn and, possibly, prepares b2-b4. 18...4ae8 [18...2fe8!? 
19.43 We7 20.295 Zab8 21.8el h6 22.2f4 b5 23.axb6 Exb62 also looks good; Black has 
pressure on the e4- and b2-pawns] 19.W/f3 Ad7 20.2f4 We7 21.Wig3 We5 22.b4 (Renaze, L — 
Magerramov, E Chartres 1990) Now after 22...42c8+ Black’s pieces are perfectly located, which 
can hardly be said for White’s. 


B3) White of course can play calmly with something like 18.2d2 Bfe8 19.2fel 
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Position after: 19. 8fel 


as in Napolitano, M — Endzelins, L corr 1973. 19...2ab8 20.h3 We7 21.2f4 Ad7= Play is roughly 
equal. 


17...2ae8 


Black creates pressure against the e4-pawn, and he can intensify the central attack with ...Afd7 and 
watvatS. 


18.225 h6 


42 


Ss el Gs © 


a 5 Cc ae e a 7 7 
Position after: 18...h6 
19.2h4 


Another bishop retreat is 19.2d2 Afd7 20.Aba4 f5 21.Ha3 as in Ivkov, B — Rajkovic, D Yugoslavia 
1976. Now we can improve Black’s play with 21...Wh4!N. 
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Position after: 21...Wh4!N 


From here, the queen attacks the e4-point and creates the threat of ...Ag4. 22. “fo 23.8e1 Wh5 
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24.4)b6 [White can easily fall into a lost position; for example, 24.exf5? runs into the tactical trick 
24...Deg4! 25.fxe4 Axg4—+ and White loses the queen] 24...fxe4 25.fxe4 Afe4 26.2xf8+ Bxf8 
27.223 @d3!> 
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Position after: 27...@d3!> 


A powerful move. shifting the knight closer to the kingside and threatening ...2d4. Black has a 
powerful initiative, for example, 28.%/xd3? now loses immediately on account of 28...2d4+ 29.2h1 
Wxh2+! 30.2xh2 Af2+ 31.g1 Axd3+ 32.eh1 Af2+ 33.He1 Ag4+ 34.Wh1 HFl+ 35. Se] Exgl #. 
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Position after: 35...&xg1l# 

A beautiful finish. 

19...¢5 

Black breaks the annoying pin. 


20.293 Afd7 
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Position after: 20... Afd7 


A critical position. White can choose between two continuations; one is more aggressive, the other is 
more reliable. 


21.Axd7 


This is the best continuation in my opinion. However, Black manages to exchange another pair of 
knights, solving all his problems. 


More aggressive but more risky is 21.f4 gxf4 


A) 22.2xf4 2962 23.0xd7? [23.8f5 Axb6 24.axb6 Wd8 25.Aa4 Ae7 26.28 £52] 23...axf4 
24.We4 £5 25.Wixf4 Wxd7— Harikrishna, P — Bu, X Lausanne 2001. 


B) White tried 22.Axd7 Wxd7 23.2xf4 £5 24.Wh5 in Bazant, P — Navratilik, P Czechia 2010. Now a 
great solution is to offer a queen exchange: 24...Wf7N 25.W/xf7+ &xf7 26.exf5 Exf5F. 


Black has a slightly better position in view of his more active pieces, while the d5-pawn can become 
a serious weakness. 
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21...Axd7 22.82 
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Position after: 22.¥c2 

This position was met in the game. Asfora, E — Joly, P Campinas 1962. 
22...2b8!N 

With the clear idea of ...b7-b5 developing play on the queenside. 


23.f4 b5 24.axb6 &xb6 25.8ael Bfb8 26.Ad1 Bb4o0 
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Position after: 26...&b4« 


We will stop the analysis here. Black has pressure on the b2- and e4-pawns, while it is not easy for 
White to develop an initiative on the kingside, as he needs to defend his weaknesses. 


(c) 11.2f4 2xf3 12.2xf3 We7 13.-- 


a 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.Af3 297 8.2e2 0-0 9.0-0 a6 10.a4 Bg! 
11.24! 
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Position after: 11.&f4! 


The strongest move. White develops the bishop to an active position where it attacks the d6-pawn. 
Black cannot immediately develop his queen’s knight by ...@\bd7 because the d6-pawn would not be 
protected, so Black should think about how to protect that pawn so that he can develop the b8-knight. 
11...2xf3! 

An important move. It is necessary to take the knight now so that it does not go to d2 and then to c4, 
exerting serious pressure on the d6-pawn. 


It should be explained why it is better not to play 11...2e8 12.Ad2 &xe2 13.Wxe2 Ah5 14.8e3 Ad7 
15.24 Ahf6 16.f3+ 
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Position after: 16.f3+ 
“and Black finds it difficult to get counterplay” — Marin. 


12.2xf3 We7 
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Position after: 12...We7 


This is a critical position of the whole line. White has tried various moves and ideas. In his analysis, 
Marin chose 


13.82 


A natural move. White prepares the exchange of dark-squared bishops by means of 2h6. 


A) There is little sense in 13.%/b3. White seems to create pressure on the b7-pawn and prevent Black 
from developing the b8-knight, but Black can simply ignore the threat and play 13...@bd7!. 
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Position after: 13...@bd7! 


Black develops another piece and leaves the b7-pawn under attack. We now consider three 
possibilities. 


A1) First, let’s examine the pawn grab. 14.W%/xb7 Hfb8 15.W%c6 Ae8 
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Position after: 15...®e8 


Suddenly the queen feels unsafe, as Black threatens ...2b6. 16.a5 [Another possibility 16.224 Ae5 
17.2xe5 &xe5 18.f4 2d4+ 19.2h1 Wd8 20.5 £5!? 21.exf6 Axf6 22.2c6+ Vh8 23.a5 Bxb2F Pilar, 
M — Meduna, E, Czechoslovakia 1988. White has catastrophically weak dark squares and Black’s 

pieces have developed serious activity.] 16...de5 17.2xe5 &xe5 18.2fd1 Sa7 19.8a2 Wc7 20.Wa4 
Hb4 21.Wc2 Bab7 22.8f1 Ab5 23.Be2 Ad4 24.Md2 cde 
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Position after: 24...c4x 


Hamilton, D— Marin, M World Chess Network 2001. Black has excellent compensation for his 
minimal material investment. The b2-pawn is weak, the d4-knight is menacing in the center. Black 
has easier play. 

A2) Black has excellent counterplay on the queenside after 14.a5 Hab8 15.W/c2 as White 
recognizes that the queen is not well placed on b3. 15...0e8 16.2fel @c7 17.2e2 b5 18.axb6 Exb6 
19.Ba2 Efb8 20.2d2 &d40 Lautier, J— Topalov, V Monte Carlo 2000. Black has a great position. 
There is pressure on the b2-pawn and the bishop has a strong central post on d4. 


A3) White can try to play more positionally with 14.4fe1 
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Position after: 14. &fel 


as in Hansen, C — Tisdall, J Gausdal 1987. Now I offer a strong novelty: 14...Ae5N 15.2e2 hS!. 
Black is not afraid to weaken his pawn structure. 16.2xh5 gxh5 17.Wc2 h4 18.h3 c4 Now Black is 
ready to go ...4\d3 so White has to remove the strong knight. 19.2xe5 &xe5 20.4 d1 b5 21.Ae3 
We5 
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Position after: 21...Wig5 


22.05 [22.4 2f4F The bishop is stronger than the knight, and Black can further develop his 
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initiative on the kingside.] 22...&2h8%. Black has a strong bishop that cuts through the dark squares 
in the white camp. The knight on f5 looks beautiful, but in reality it is a paper tiger that does not 
cause any problems. 


B) Developing the queen on c2 looks natural. 13.%c2 Abd7 
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Position after: 13...@bd7 


Now White is faced with a choice of how to position his rooks. 


B1) 14.8fel Sfe8 15.8e2 Bac8 16.a5 [16.2ad1 Poulton, J— Emms, J London 1993, and now 
16...c400 with the idea of ...A\c5 and the standard game on the queenside] 16...c4 17.f3 Ah5 18.2e3 
£5 19.&%d2 Ahf6co Both sides have their chances. 


B2) 14.Sael c4 15.8e2 Hac8 16.225 
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Position after: 16.225 


Agzamov, G — Psakhis, L Baku 1979. Now it’s best to play 16...c5N 17.2xc4 We5 18.2h4 [no 
better is 18.2xf6 Yxf6 19.2d1 Wd8&= with typical compensation for the pawn thanks to the strong 
black bishop] 18...2fe8 19.2d3 Wd4 20.8d1 Axd3 21.8xd3 Wc5 22.83 Wc4 23.Wb1 Ad7 24.2fel 
2d4 25.23e2 “Ac5oo Black’s pieces have developed a serious initiative and it is difficult for White 
to maintain his extra pawn. 


C) Another game scenario is possible, for example 13.a5 Abd7 14.2b1 


Position after: 14.&b1] 


34 


Simonet, M — Psakhis, L Andorra 1994. White wants to go b2-b4 with pressure on Black’s 
backward b-pawn. Now I suggest going 14...2ab8N 15.b4 b5 16.axb6 Exb6 17.bxc5 Exb1 18.W/xbl 
4&xc5 19.Wb6 Afd7 20.2xd6 W6 21.ce5 Wxe5 22.2xe5 Axb6 23.2c7 @c4= with an equal ending. 


D) The typical aggressive line goes 13.e5!? dxe5 14.d6 We6 
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Position after: 14...We6 


15.8el1 [Maybe 15.825!? Abd7 16.2xb7 Ha7 17.2f3 h6 18.8e3 Nogueiras Santiago, J — Foisor, O 
Tbilisi 1983, and now 18...e4 19.2e2 Hb800. White has the advantage of the two bishops, Black has 
pressure on the b2-pawn. Whether the d6-pawn is weak or strong is not entirely clear, more practice 
is needed before we can draw a conclusion.] 15...Abd7 16.2xb7 Ha7 
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Position after: 16...%a7 


17.263 [17.2c6 2b8 18.4% d2 Bb6 19.2£3 Bxd6 20.Wc2 Hc7 21.8e3 c4o0 Kerkvliet, K — Herbst, B 
Chessfriend. com 2004. White has compensation for the pawn, thanks to his two bishops, but Black 
is not risking anything and it is White who must seek the island of security.] 17...2b8 18.%/d2 
[dubious is 18.4\d5?! Yxd6 19.295 Browne, W — Gurevich, D New York 1984, and now after the 
simple 19...%e6F White needs to think about salvation] 18...Ae8 19.8e3 Axd6 20.2d5 We7 21.fab1 
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Position after: 21.&ab1 
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Nett, P — Richardson, J IECC email 2006. Since White wants to go b2-b4, Black should prepare for 
this by 21...&c8N 22.b4 cxb4 23.Ab5 @xb5 24.axb5 “c5 25.bxa6 Bxa6 26.Wxb4 Ha7 27.Hecl 
Eac7=. White has enough compensation for equality, thanks to the two bishops. If a rook ending 
ensues, the small number of remaining pawns reduces Black’s chances of victory. 


13...Abd7 
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Position after: 13...@bd7 


In this position White has to choose which rook to place on el, and whether to play 2h6 exchanging 
the dark-squared bishops. 


14.8 fel 


The most logical and popular line, leaving the queen’s rook to find opportunities on other files. 


A) If White plays 14.8ae1 he needs to justify the position of the rook on fl by preparing f2-f4. 
14...c4 15.8d1 Bab8 16.2c2 b5 17.axb5 axb5 
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Position after: 17...axb5 


It is obvious that Black has succeeded on the queenside. White’s game is somewhat behind and it’s 
not easy to give him good advice. 18.2h6 [18.Ae2 does not change the state of affairs and after 
18...Ah5 19.2h6 2xh6 20.Wxh6 Wes 21.Wcl Ac5 22.f4 We7 23.Ac3 b4 24.Ad1 Af6T White’s 
game has reached an impasse, while Black can play &fe8, further increasing the pressure on the e4- 
pawn] 18...2xh6 19.Y%xh6 b4 
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Position after: 19...b4 
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20.4d1 [in case of a different knight retreat, 20.4e2, Black can continue 20...Ag4 21.Wf4 Ages 
22.4d4 Ac5F with the unpleasant threat of knight invasion on d3] 20...!%d8 21.03 Wc7 22.f4 


+. ee ee A 


abcde 
Position after: 22.f4 


Torre, E— Dolmatov, S Manila 1982. Now Black should play on the queenside after 22...b3!N 
23.2b1 c3 24.bxc3 Wxc3F. Black’s position is clearly better, thanks to his active queen and the 
passed pawn on b3. 


B) White gains nothing with 14.2h6. He exchanges the dark-squared bishops, but Black 
successfully develops his game on the queenside. 14...2xh6 15.Wxh6 Zab8 
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Position after: 15...&ab8s 


16.&fel [A player with a rating of 2400 played 16.&fb1, Pascua, H — Antonio, R Quezon City 2014. 


Now it was logical to play 16...b5N 17.axb5 axb5 18.b4 We5 19.2a3 Efc8 
completely switched to defense.] 16...b5 17.axb5 axb5 18.We3 b4 19.Ab1 


hen White has 
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Position after: 19. Ab] 


Rodriguez Rueda, P — Lozano Ramirez, N Bogota 2014. Now very strong is 19...%e5!N 20.Wicl Ha8 


21.Ad2 Wd4 22.Ab3 Exal 23.Wxal We5 24.0d2 He8 


the future Black can advance on the queenside. 


White has a passive bishop on f3, while in 


¥. 


14...c4! 
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Position after: 14...c4! 

Freeing the c5-square for the knight. 


15.22! 


Other moves are inferior. 


A) For example, 15.a5 Ac5 16.e5 dxe5 17.d6 Wd8 18.2xe5 “b3F is not good for White. Black wins 
the exchange and while White will have some compensation it is not enough for equality. 


B) 15.We2 Hac8 16.%e3 Fedorowicz, J — Gurevich, D New York 1983. 16...2fe8 With...Ac5 to 
come, Black is a little better. 


15...Bac8 


White has a lot of choice in this double-edged position, which is full of dynamic possibilities. 


The position is rather intense; both players need to play carefully. 
16.2f1 


Boensch, U — Perenyi, B Leipzig 1988. 
A) 16.£3 looks solid. White strengthens the e4-pawn so that nothing threatens it. 16...Ae5 
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Position after: 16...e5 


Al) 17.2¢3N 17...0fd7 18.f4 Ad3 19.2xd3 cxd3 20.Wxd3 Hfe8 21.2d4 Wc5 22.2xc5 Bxc5 
23.2acl Wce7 24.2h1 Wb6x Black has good compensation for the pawn due to his pressure on the 
queenside and the weakness of the dark squares in White’s camp. 


A2) I also considered other ideas, for example, 17.a5N 17...Afd7 18.225 £6 19.8e3 Ac5 20.2xc5 
Rxc5 21.Ha4 Bb5 22.f4 Ad3 23.2xd3 cxd3 24.Ac3 EBb4 25.f5 We5o0 Each side has its advantages 
in this difficult position. 


A3) 17.2.g3 Wid8 18.a5 Bc5 19.@\d1 Afd7 20.2a3 BRe8 21.Ne3 h5oo 
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Position after: 21...h5« 


Cintins, I— Harvey, D ICCF email 2014. Black’s position is very promising. White needs to be 
mindful of his weaknesses, the b2- and a5-pawns. In a practical game I would choose to play 
Black. 


B) It’s logical to set the rook on the c-file, where it should find useful work. 16.4acl Sfe8 


te eS 


Position after: 16...&fe& 


17.f3 [17.a5 Wd8! 18.2xd6 Axe4 19.Axe4 Exe4 20.2b4 Hd4 21.We3 b5 22.axb6 Axb6 23.2a5 Eb8 
24.23 Wid6= produces a roughly equal position. Black has convenient targets to attack, the d5- and 
b2-pawns.] 17...&/d8! The queen can now move to the queenside. 18.&@h1 [Not 18.2xd6 due to 
18...W%b6+—+ winning a bishop.] 18...e5 
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Position after: 18...0e5 


19.8e3 [White may try to put pressure on the c4-pawn. 19.Ab1!? Afd7 20.Ha3 Ac5 21.2xc4 
&\xa4= The position is roughly equal but complex.] 19...%a5 20.Wc2 Afd7 21.f4 Ad3 22.2xd3 
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Position after: 22. 2xd3 


Sindelar, F — Ronat, O ICCF email 2010. Now it looks natural to play 22...cxd3N 23.W4xd3 W/b4 
24.4 d2 &xc3 25.Bxc3 Wxed 26.2xc8 Exc8 27.2c5 Wc4 28. 2xd6 Af6 29.h3 Wxd5 30.Wixd5 Axd5= 
with an equal endgame. 
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C) 16.a5!? occurred in just one game, Schmidt — Vostrotin, email 2002. Now 16...Ac5N is an 
improvement over the move played in the game. 


SE Oi 


Position after: 16...@c5N 


C1) It is important to consider the principled 17.2xc4 @fxe4 18.@xe4 Axe4 19.Wd3 £5 20.13 
2xb2 21.Babl &c3 22.fxe4 2xel 23.8xel Wc7 24.8cl Wxa5 25.Wd4 b5 26.2f1 Excl 27.2xcl. 
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Position after: 27.2xc1 


The position is very complex, but the objective assessment is equality. There could follow 
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27...Wa4 [27...Wc7!200 is also possible] 28.4a7 Bf7 29.8%b6 Wxe4 30.2h6 Be7 31.4 xd6 &F7 
32.Wic5 £4 33.Wc8 Be8 34.Wc7+ He7= with a repetition of moves. 


C2) 17.e5!? dxe5 18.2xc4 
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Position after: 18.2xc4 


C2.1) Tempting is 18...Ae8?! with the idea of setting the knight on the blockade square d6, but 
after 19.295 Wic7 White seizes the initiative with the pawn sacrifice 20.d6!. 20...Axd6 21.2a27 
White has the advantage of the two bishops, he threatens the unpleasant 4d5, and his 
compensation for the pawn is more than sufficient. 


C2.2) Deserving of attention is 18...Ace4!? 19.Axe4 &xc4 20.d6 We6 21.Ag5 Wf5 22.2xe5 Hc2 
23.Wif4 Wxf4 24.2xf4 Sxb2 25.93 Bd8 
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Position after: 25...2&d8 


26.Zad1 [26.2e5 Bb5 27.2abl Ae8 28.Exb5 axb5 29.2xg7 &xg7 30.Ae4 b4 31.2b1 Axd6 
32.2d1 b3 33.@xd6 b2 34.8b1 Bxd6 35.8xb2 Ba6 36.2xb7 Sxa5=] 26...h6 27.0e4 Ad7= The d6- 
pawn is strong, but it is blocked by the d7-knight. Black can attack the a5-pawn and, objectively 
speaking, the position is approximately equal. 


C2.3) Another possibility is 18...Acd7!? 
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Position after: 18...@cd7!? 
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19.b3 [Worse 19.8a2 Wc5 20.2xe5 Axe5 21.Exe5 Hfe8 22.Re2 Sf8x and due to the weakness of 
White’s dark squares, Black has excellent compensation for a pawn; 19.d6? %d8—+ wins a 
bishop.] 19...%b4 20.225 b5 21.axb6 @xb6 22.2xf6 2xf6 23.He4 Be7 24.2xa6 Wxd2 25.Axd2 
Ho2 26.4\c4 [26.Ae4 @xd5=] 26...2c5! 2 
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Position after: 26... 2.c5!?% 


Thanks to his strong dark-squared bishop and active rook on c2, Black has compensation for the 
pawn. 


After 16.f1 Black has many good options, but I like the following. 


16...2fe8N 17.£3 Wd8 18.2e3 Ac5 19.8a3 We7 20.Lh1 Ab3 21.We2 Ad7 22.2xc4 Ad4 23.2xd4 
&xd4a 


68 


GU, Y 


» 


Gy 

__ &, 

Yi; 

? ee ee “we 
2 


‘, 


SS 


y 
Z 
i. 


ee 


ny 
ImES 


aNWee & & Go WS @ 


| 


h 


Position after: 23... 8xd4% 
Black’s strong dark-squared bishop gives him compensated for a pawn. 
( d) 11.2f4 2xf3 12.2xf3 We7 13.Hel ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.Af3 297 8.2e2 0-0 9.0-0 a6 10.24 B¢4! 
11.2f4! &2xf3! 12.2xf3 We7 13.8e1 


The most popular move. From here, the rook protects the e4-pawn and, at the right time, could 
support the e4-e5 advance. 


13...Abd7 
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Position after: 13...Qbd7 


Black finally brings out the b8-knight and the future plan includes preparation for the pawn advance 
...b7-b5. 


14.a5 
A typical move for this line. Now in the case of ...b7-b5 White will capture en passant axb6, but then 
Black will use the b-file to organize pressure on the b2-pawn. 

A) 14.W/d2 — see 13.W4%d2 (previous subchapter). 

B) 14.W/c2 — see 13.%c2 (previous subchapter). 


C) Some strong GMs have played 14.h3!? &fe8 White is faced with the question: should he clamp 
Black on the queenside by a4-aS, or is it better to continue development? 


C1) In case of the restricting 15.a5 there can follow 15...h5 16.%d2 Sab8 17.2e2 b5 18.axb6 &xb6 
19.2xa6 Zeb8 20.2a2 
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Position after: 20. &a2 
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Chatalbashev, B — Izoria, Z Antalya 2004. In this position I found a new plan, 20...Ah7!N with the 
idea of ...g6-g5-g4. The g7-bishop is also included in the work on the diagonal al-h8. So White has 
no extra pawn at all, and he needs to constantly protect the b2-pawn. 21.84 95 22.2h2 94 23.hxg4 
hxg4 24.b3 De5 25.223 Ags 26.We3 


Position after: 26.%e3 
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The position deserves a separate diagram. Now comes the very strong 26...2xb3!! 27.2xb3 2xb3 
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28.8c1 2h6 29.2f4 Wf6 30.2f1. Black is the exchange down, but all of his pieces are actively 
placed. 30...2h7 31.2ac2 £b4 32.2b1 Hc4 33.2b6 Bd4 34.3 Agf3!! 


tT ie) Fe) Se 


a An Cc ae e ae - Th 
Position after: 34... Agf3!! 


Another hard-to-find move, aiming to destroy the pawn cover of the white king. 35.2xh6 Wxh6 
36.gxf3 Hd3! 37.2xd6!? Now White sacrifices a rook to play for a win! [if 37.2b7 then 37...Wh1+ 
38.Weol Wxf3 39.Wh2+ &e7 40.268 Bdl+ 41.Axd1 Wxdl+ 42.292 W+ 43.91 Wd1+= with 
perpetual check.] 37...¥/xd6 38.!%h4+ &g7 39.Wg5+ 28 40.fxe4 Af3 41.WhS W600 
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Position after: 41... V8 f6c0 


The position is very complicated, but Black’s chances are no worse thanks to the active positions 
of his pieces. Objectively speaking, somewhere there must be a perpetual check. 


C2) 15.Wc2 c4 16.22 
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Position after: 16. &.e2 


Cruz Estrada, F — Munoz Pantoja, M Sitges 2008. Now I propose an improvement. 16...Axe4!N 
17.2xc4 2xc3 18.bxc3 Bac8 19.2f1 [but not 19.243?! because of 19... f6F] 19...2xc3 20.Wxc3 
[inferior is 20.Wb2 W/f6 21.2e3 Adc5F with a slightly better position for Black] 20...@xc3 21.2xe7 
Exe7 22.2xd6 He4 23.a5 Af6 24.f3 He8 25.2a3 Acxd5 26.2b3 Heb 27.2c5 Heb 28.2d4 Bc7= 
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Position after: 28...&c7= 


Due to the advantage of the two bishops, White has enough compensation for equality. 
D) Too risky is 14.e5?! AxeS 15.2xe5 dxe5 16.d6 Web 
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Position after: 16...W4e6 


17.2xb7 The “silicon friend” does not like this move [But also after 17.We2 Wxd6 18.2xb7 Ha7 
19.2e4 EHb8F you can’t rejoice for White’s position. Black has an extra pawn and pressure along the 
b-file, providing him with the advantage.] 17...kad8 18.We2 &xd6 
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Position after: 18...2xd6 


19.Gad1 [after 19.Wxe5 WxeS 20.Bxe5 Bb8 21.2f3 Ad7 22.4e2 Sxb2F Smirnov, M — Bozinovic, B 
Zalakaros 2018, Black keeps his extra pawn and the passed c-pawn can have its say in the near 
future] 19...2b6 20.2f3 Butnorius, A — Kveinys, A Siauliai 2007. Now Black has a better position. 
20...ce4!N 21.Wc2 Wicd 22. 2xed4 xed 23.Exe4 Bd44 
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Position after: 23... 2.d4¥ 


The bishop on d4 is just a monster. The pressure against the b2-pawn 1s also unpleasant; White’s 
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only dream in this position is to play a draw. 


14...2ab8!? 
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Position after: 14...&ab8!? 


Of the many possible replies, most of all I like this move. Black sets the cannon along the b-file and is 
ready for the standard ...b7-b5 breakthrough. In addition, if White tries e4-e5, ...dxe5, d6 the b7-pawn 
is protected by the rook. 


15.2e2 


White moves the bishop to a more active position, since on f3 it was blocked by the e4-pawn. 


A) White may impede the advance ...b7-b5 by means of 15.4a4 but 15...Ae5! Is a strong riposte. 
Now White has a choice: take the strong knight on e5 or keep the advantage of the two bishops 
[15...b5? Is poor because of 16.axb6 @xb6 17.e5 dxe5 18.8xe5+— with a decisive advantage for 
White]. 


Al) Very risky is 16.2e2?! Axe4 17.2f1 25 
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Position after: 17...g5 


A1.1) Marian Petrov in his book considers 18.82c1?! £5 19.f3 Ebe8 20.fxe4 “g4 21.g3 &d4+ 
22.%g2. And now the very calm 22...h5N 
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Position after: 22...h5N 


starts a slow attack to which, rather surprisingly, White has no defense. 23.h3 [23.2d2 f4 24. WB 
fxo3 25.Wxe3 Rf2+—-+] 23...fxe4 24.hxe4 BA2+ 25.Yh1 h4 26.2e2 hxg3 27.2xf2 Wh7+-+ An 
amazing finale! 


A1.2) 18.2xe4 gxf4 19.2xf4 Wes 20.93 £5 21.Ab6 Bf7 22.h4 Wh6 23.2h3 Bbf8 24.h5 Lh8 
25.2aa4 We5F 
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Position after: 25...Wig5F 


Wojtyra, S — Claridge, J ICCF email 2016. Black is slightly better due to many factors. The h5- 
pawn has broken away from its base and needs protection, while the g7-bishop could advance to 
d4, putting pressure on the kingside. 


A2) The most logical and reliable continuation is 16.&xe5 Wxe5 
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Position after: 16...Wixe5 


17.4b6 [17.2b1 aims to push the b-pawn but it’s not a good idea. 17...Ad7 18.b4 4d4 19. We2 
cxb4 20.fed1 Wf6 21.224 b5 22.axb6 ®xb6 23.2xb4 Axa4 24.8xa4 Bb2 25.Wifl Ha8 26.hdal W4 
27.2h3 203 28.Ld1 &b44+ Rao, V— Gurevich, D Midwest Masters Inv. 1986. Black has active 
pieces and a dangerous passed a-pawn.] 17...2fe8 18.Ac4 We7 19.e5 dxe5 20.2xe5 Wd7 


Position after: 20...Wid7 


The position is approximately equal. Black’s plans include transferring the knight to d6, and if 
White risks 21.d6? then comes 21...&xe5 22.4)xe5 We6+. The d6-pawn becomes very weak and 


may soon be captured. 


B) It is also logical for White to continue to develop, for example 15.Wc2 Ae8 
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Position after: 15...®e8 


16.2e2 [a correspondence game went 16.2ab1 b5 17.axb6 Exb6 18.Aa4 Bb8 19.8e2 Ac7 20.b4 
Ab5 21.bxc5 “a3 22.43 Axc5 23.Wixa3 Exbl 24.2xb1 Wxe4 25.8f1 Wxf4 26.Axc5S dxc5 27.Wxc5 
2d4 28.We7 a5= 
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Position after: 28...a5= 


Hoch, D — Bulgarini Torres, M ICCF email 2015, a roughly equal position] 16...Ac7 17.2f1 [no 
better is 17.2ab1 b5 18.axb6 2xb6 19.2f1 Hfb8= Fedorowicz, J— Kudrin, S New York 1983, when 
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Black has powerful pressure on the b-pawn] 17...b5 18.axb6 Exb6 19.kad1 &b4= 
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Position after: 19...&b4= 


Ahlander, B — Marin, M Gothenburg 2001. Black has an excellent position. With pressure on the b2- 
and e4-pawns. White’s advantage of the two bishops actually does not have any weight, as Black 
has an active position and White has weaknesses. 


15...b5 16.axb6 2xb6 
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Position after: 16...2xb6 
17.8 c2 


This was played in the game Voronin, A — Harvey, D ICCF email 2013. 


If White takes the a6-pawn with 17.&xa6 as in Kezin, R — Oguzov, S Moscow 2018, I suggest an 
important strengthening of Black’s play: 17...Axe4!N 18.Axe4 Wxe4 19.Exb6 Axb6 20.2xd6 Ze8 
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Position after: 20...Be8 


21.8xc5 [an equal position results from 21.&f1 Axd5 22.2f3 We4+ 23.6g1 Bxel+ 24.Wxel h5 25.93 
Ab4=] 21...Axd5 22. 2f1 Af4 23.f3 Wc6 24.Wd6 Wxd6 25.2xd6 Bxe2 26.Bxe2 Axe2 27.exe2 
2xb2=. The position is a dead draw. 


17...2a8N 
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Position after: 17...2a8N 


With this improvement we simply defend the a6-pawn. 


18.2295 h6 19.2e3 Ae8! 


The knight is transferred to c7, from where it will participate in the defense of the a6-pawn, and can 


also jump along the route ...Ac7-b5-d4. 


20.8a2 Ac7 21.8eal Bab8oo 
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Position after: 21... &ab&e 


A difficult position with mutual chances: White has pressure on the a6-pawn, while Black has 
pressure on the b2-pawn. 


Black can also send a knight to d4 via the route ...@\c7-b5-d4. White’s bishop pair does not really 
make much difference. 


Conclusions: We have just examined one of the most fundamental ways of development against the 
Modern Benoni. The reader needs to study this chapter especially carefully, since many fans of 
positional, classical games can play this way. The first key position arises after 1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 
e6 4.2\c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.€4 96 7.Af3 227 8.2e2 0-0 9.0-0 a6 10.a4. Black has at his disposal 
various ideas, but in my opinion the most powerful and logical continuation is 10...2¢4!. Next, we 
examined various possibilities on the 11th move — 11.@d2, 11.h3, 11.295, 11.%b3 — but the most 
important continuation is 11.2f4. As we saw, Black is not afraid to give up the advantage of the two 
bishops, since the position is not open. In many cases Black carries out the thematic advance ...b7-b5 
and can exert pressure along the b-file, making the b2-pawn feel uncomfortable. Black also has 
pressure on the e4-pawn. The game is tense because the pawn structure is not symmetrical. Black has 
available different ideas for pawn play, in particular playing on the queenside with ...b7-b5, but in 
some cases the idea is ...f7-f5, undermining White’s center. Analysis shows that Black’s game is quite 
logical and it’s not easy for White to get an advantage. The game sometimes is open to all three 
results, which, unlike orthodox schemes where Black plays for a draw, is very tempting for Black 
players, since they can play to win. This aspect attracts many strong and ambitious chess players to 
play the Modern Benoni! 
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Chapter 2 
Knight’s Tour Variation 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 96 7.Ad2 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 2 — Knight’s Tour Variation 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 6 7.Ad2 297 
a) 8.Ac4 
b) 8.e4 


( a) 8.2c4 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 96 7.0d2!? 
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Position after: 7.®d2!? 


I consider this move more cunning than the simple 7.e4 that was discussed in the previous chapter. 
The two main points are that Black cannot play ...2¢4 as in the previous chapter so the main question 
for Black is the employment of the c8-bishop, and that White can play @c4 and £4, putting strong 
pressure on the weak d6-pawn. 


7...297 8.24 


With this logical move, White creates pressure on the d6-pawn. Playing 24 will increase that 
pressure. The first to play this way was GM Semyon Furman, who was one of the best theorists of his 
time and the trainer of former world champion Anatoly Karpov. In recent years, this move has not 
been so popular with strong GMs, since Black has found excellent opportunities for a full game. 
Among modern GMs this move has occasionally been essayed by such players as Gelfand, 
Nakamura, Tkachiev, and Ivanchuk. 


8...0-0 
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Position after: 8...0-0 
9.214 


White attacks the d6-pawn and at the same time develops. In some variations, Black sacrifices a 
central pawn in order to get ahead of White in development and put pressure on d5. Let’s consider 
other options. 
A) 9.225 White’s idea is to go W/d2-f4, or to let Black spend the tempo on the move ...h6, and then 
after retreating the bishop, let’s say to f4, to gain back the lost tempo with Wd2. 9...b6 [I do not like 
Petrov’s recommendation 9...%e7 10.W%d2 b6 11.W/f4 &d8 12.h4+ when White can develop a 
kingside initiative] 10.a4 h6 11.2f4 2a6 12.@b5 2b7 Suddenly Black changes the attack vector on 
the d5-pawn. 
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Position after: 12...2b7 


A1) If White retreats, this does not guarantee him a draw. 13.4\c3 Ah5 [of course, if Black is 
satisfied with a draw, he can repeat the position with 13...2a6] 14.2xd6 Ze8 15.¢3 


a 


Position after: 15.e3 


15...2xc3+! 16.bxc3 Ad7 17.2e2 Adf6o A difficult position arises in which Black’s chances are 
no worse. 


A2) 13.2xd6 He8 14.Ac7 2a6 15.Axe8 @xe8 16.2xb8 &2xc4 17.2f4 2xb2 18.2b1 W600 Black 
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has excellent compensation for the sacrificed exchange due to his active pieces 
B) 9.g3 


ag au 


Position after: 9.g3 


With this move White wants to strengthen his control over the central light squares 


B1) Petrov recommends 9...b6 10.a4 2a6 11.0b5 Ac8 12.222 Bxb5 13.axb5 Ad7 14.2 f4 
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Position after: 14. &f4 
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14...We7 [he also recommends 14...Ae5 15.2xe5 2xe5 16.Axe5 dxe5 17.d6 Axd6 18.2xa8 Wxa8 
19.0-0 Axb5 but White retains unpleasant pressure after 20.e3 Wc6 21.Wd2 Bc8 22.2fd1 &g7 
23.Wd5 Wxd5 24.8xd5 &f6 25.2ad1 a5 26.4d8+] White now has a strong resource: 15.4%b3N with 
the idea of 15...g5 16.We3z. 


B2) 9...g4 Black’s idea is to exchange the strong knight on c4. 
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Position after: 9... Ag4 


B2.1) After 10.24 as in Rodshtein, M — Lorenzo de la Riva, L Barcelona 2008, I recommend 
10...Ad7N 11.Axd6 [11.2xd6? 2xc3+ 12.bxc3 W6 13.2xf8 Wxf2+ 14.ed2 Ab6 15.Axb6 We3+ 
16.2c2 &f5+ 17.2b3 axb6—-+] 11...g5 12.2d2 Axf2 13.2xf2 W6+ 14.621 Wxd6 15.2xg5 Be8 
16.e3 Aedz 
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Position after: 16...0e5% 


Black has excellent compensation for his minimal material deficit due to the lack of coordination 
among the white pieces. The under-development of White’s kingside is particularly striking, and 
the king on g1 does not feel safe. 


B2.2) GM Boris Gelfand, a positional master, ventured 10.222 Ae5 11.4xe5 &xe5 12.0-0 Ad7 
13.Ae4 Wc7 14.825 £5 15.Ac3 


a 


Position after: 15.®&c3 
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Gelfand, B — Jobava, B Gothenburg 2005. Now I recommend the simple 15...g7N, freeing the 
e5-square for the knight. Black has no worries, for example after 16.&cl Ae5 17.b4 b6e Black is 
no worse; he stands well in the center and his pieces are positioned correctly. 


9...\bd7! 
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Position after: 9...@bd7! 


Black simply ignores the threat to the d6-pawn, staking his fortunes on fast development. A relatively 
new and rare idea — there are only 10 games in my database! This move had occurred earlier, but only 
in amateur games. It is strange that strong chess players bypassed it for a long time. Only in 2019 did 
the strong GM Ivanisevic play this against my compatriot Dmitry Kryakvin. I am sure that this 
continuation is now relevant. 


10.Axd6 


The most fundamental continuation. White accepts the challenge by asking Black to show his 
compensation for the pawn. 


A) Let’s see what happens if the bishop takes the pawn. 10.2xd6!? Ze8 11.e3 [Another game saw 
11.8¢3 Fuhrmann, D — Lindemann, S Germany 1996. Now we can improve Black’s play by 
11...0h5!N 12.e3 &2xc3+! Black exchanges his powerful bishop, planning the ...b7-b5 push. 13.bxc3 
&xg3 14.hxg3 Af6 15.8e2 b5 16.4a3 b4 17.cxb4 cxb4 18.465 Axd5= The material ratio can be 
estimated as approximately equal.] 11...ab6 12.2xc5 @fxd5 13.0xd5 @xd5 14.2e2 
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Position after: 14. 8e2 
Istratescu, A — Rogulj, B Aschach 2017. In this position, the simplest solution in my opinion is 
14... 2xb2N 15.Axb2 Wa5+ 16.W4d2 Wxc5 17.8c1 b4= with a position of approximate equilibrium. 


B) And what will happen in case of the calm 10.e3? I now see no difficulties for Black after the 
logical 10...Ab6. 


Position after: 10... Ab6 


B1) Greedy play now will now be a serious mistake for White. 11.2xd6? @xc4 12.2xf8 Axb2 
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13.W%d2 (Vo, T — Praveen Kumar, C Ho Chi Minh City 2016). Now 13...&xf8!N leads to a decisive 
advantage. 
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Position after: 13...xf8!N 


14.2b1 [14.&%xb2 Ae4—+ White suffers serious material losses.] 14...Aa4! A very strong move, 
after which White falls apart. 15.Axa4 Ae4 16.%c2 Wa5+ 17.2d1 Bf5 18.2b5 


eet 


Position after: 18.2b5 


18...Axf2+! 19.8e2 [19.Wxf2 Wxa4t+—+] 19... Wxb5+ 20.exf2 Wxfl+ 21.2xfl &xc2—-+ 
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B2) 11.Axb6 Wxb6 12.%/b3 Wd8 13.2e2 
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Position after: 13.2.e2 


Kryakvin, D — Ivanisevic, I Moscow 2019. Various moves are possible in this position, but I 
suggest here to play differently than in the game. 13...2e8N 14.0-0 Ae4 15.Axe4 Exe4 16.a3 a6 
17.2.3 Bxf4! 18.exf4 b5z Black has a cool position. 

The bishop on g7 is just a monster, it has the b2-pawn in its sights, and the queenside pawns b5 
and c5 are excellent, especially if you can get in ...cS-c4. The d5-pawn can also become a 
weakness. In a practical game, playing with Black is easier and more pleasant in my opinion. 


C) 10.h3N 10...8e5 11.@xe5 dxe5 12.2xe5 b5 
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Position after: 12...b5 


13.3 [13.Axb5?! Be8 14.8c3 a6 15.Da3 Ded 16.2xe7 &xg7F] 13...a6 14.8e2 Ze8 15.2xf6 
[15.2h2 2b7 16.2f3 b47] 15...Mxfox 


10...Ah5 11.2e3 Wb6 12.Ac4 
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Position after: 12.@c4 


This was played in Lukasova, A — Briao, P ICCF email 2011. 
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12...Wa6N 
This is my suggestion. We want to play ...b7-b5, so White prevents this idea. 
13.8%b3 Ahf6 14.2f4 


Maybe some players would prefer 14.g3 


s+ WO eS ee Ss ice 


Position after: 14.g¢3 


but then follows the powerful 14...b5! 15.Wxb5 Axd5 16.Wxa6 2xc3+ 17.bxc3 2xa6t. The bishop on 
e3, the knight on c4 and the pawn on c3 are under fire. It is obvious that Black has seized the 
initiative, offsetting the minus pawn. 


14...b5! 
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Position after: 14...b5! 
Again this move allows Black to develop dynamic possibilities. 


15.Wxb5 Axd5 16.8% xa6 2xc3+ 17.bxc3 &xa6 18.e3 A7H6 19.Axb6 axb6 20.2h6 Bfe8 21.c4 Ab4 
22.2 &b7 23.a3 Ked8+ 24.%c3 Se4 25.3 


SSR OR eee 


Position after: 25.f3 


25...Ac2 26.2a2 Ab4 27.Bal Ac2 28.8a2 Ab4= 
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(b) 8.e4 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.4c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.0d2!? 297 8.e4 
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Position after: 8.e4 
8...0-0 9.2e2 


Worse is 9.2.43 Abd7 10.0-0 Ae5 11.8e2 g5. Black has gained time as a result of the attack on the 
bishop. The position is complex, but White has no advantage. 


After 9.2e2 a critical position has arisen. Black has various possibilities. I suggest playing 
9...e8!? 


An interesting move. Not the most popular continuation, but quite logical in my opinion. The idea is 
to strike at the center with ...f7-f5, undermining the e4-pawn. You might even play ...f5-f4, getting a 
profitable version of something similar in the King’s Indian Defense. Also, the knight on e8 perfectly 
protects the d6-pawn, which can be useful in a number of cases. Black is not in a hurry to develop the 
queenside pieces, as it is still unclear which squares they should aim for. This continuation deserves 
close attention although it is practically not considered in modern chess sources. This move is 
recommended by Mihail Marin in his remarkable database Complete Modern Benoni Repertoire. This 
continuation has been used by such strong GMs as Harikrishna, Kan, Ivanisevic, and Romanishin. 


10.0-0 £5 
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Position after: 10...f5 

11.exf5 


The most natural continuation. White takes the pawn, since otherwise Black will go ...f5-f4, which 

would be in his favor. Yes, the black bishop on c8 now immediately goes to f5, but White will have 
the e4-square for the knight, and the g5-square will be available for the cl-bishop. Also, White can 

send the knight to c4 with pressure on the d6-pawn. 


A) Black’s plans are not upset by 11.a4?! f4 


a 
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Position after: 11...f4 


12.4\c4 [White can try to trade his bad bishop with 12.224 Ad7 13.Ac4 De5 14.@xe5 Bxe5 


15.2xc8 Horvath, J — Bagonyai, A Hungary 1997. But after 15...&xc8 16.£3 g5t Black has the 
initiative on the kingside.] 12...Ad7 


Position after: 12...0d7 


White may try to bring the al-rook into the game. 13.8a3 [13.2d2 Ae5 14.Axe5 Bxe5 15.2b1 Wh4 
16.£3 g5 17.2e1 WhS Manojlovic, S — Juhasz, L Hungary 2003. Marin says that Black has the 


initiative.] 13...Me5 14.13 g5 15.2d2 @xc4 16.2xc4 Horvath, J— Bagonyai, A Hungary 1995. 
16...Af6N 
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Position after: 16... AfON 


A good move, with the idea of ...A\f6-d7-e5. Therefore White should play 17.e5 dxe5 18.2e1 25 
19.2f2 g4F. White has some compensation but not enough for equality. 


B) Also dubious is 11.4\c4?! £4 12.e5 dxe5 13.23 Farago, I— Wedberg, T Osterskars 1995. 
13...2f5 14.2e1 Ad6 
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Position after: 14...0d6 
15.Axe5 [15.Axd6 Wxd6 16.Ae4 Bxe4 17.2xe4 Ad7+F] 15...g5 16.24 fxg3 17.hxg3 h6F. White’s 
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compensation is insufficient for equality, as the d5-pawn is securely blocked. 


C) 11.f4!? Kuzenkov, A — Mathias, M ICCF corr 1995, deserves attention. 11...Aa6N 12.e5 dxe5 
13.fxe5 &xe5 14.Af3 297 15.225 2f6 16.2h6 297 17.2xg7 &xg7 
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Position after: 17...&xg7 


18.2xa6 bxa6 19.W%/d2 Ad6 20.Hfel Bb8 21.had]1 He8 22.Exe8 Wxe8 23.he1 Wd8 24.Aa4 Ded 
25.Wf4 Bb7 26.Axc5 Axc5 27.Wd4+ Yg8 28.Wxc5 Bd7 29.Ae5 Exd5 30.Wxa7 Bd1= Play has 
turned into an equal endgame. 

D) Also interesting is 11.2)3!? Voveris, G — Peet, W ICCF email 2017. 11...f4N 12.g3 g5 13.h4 h6 
14.hxg5 hxg5 
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Position after: 14...hxg5 
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15.e5! dxe5 16.84 Ad6 17.Afxg5 Bh6 18.Axd6 Wxd6 19.Ae4 Wg6 20.2e1 2f5 21.2h5 We7 
22.292 Dab 23.2f3 Bad8 24.d6 We6 25.2d2 Abs 26.2c3 Ac6 27.94 HF7 28.Wd5 Bf8 29.2h1 Le6 
30.Wd1 &xg4 31.2f1 Wxe4 32.2xe4 &xd1 33.8xdl Ad4 34.2d5 Bxd6 35.Rel+ &e7 36.2xf7+ 
&xf7 37.2xd4 exd4% Black has enough compensation for equality. 


11...2xf5 


Position after: 11... &xf5 
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A critical position has arisen. White now has to make an important choice: to go 12.4e4 and then 
295, or play 12.4c4 with pressure on the d6-pawn. 


12.4c4 


With this move, White applies pressure on the d6-pawn and wants to develop the bishop on f4. 


Another possibility, as mentioned above, is 12.@\de4!? “a6 13.225 “f6. This position has been 
tested in the practice of strong players. 
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Position after: 13... 0f6 


A) 14.4g3 Sundararajan, K — Can, E Dubai 2018. Here I propose an improvement. 14...%d7N 
Black has completed his development. He is not afraid to give up the light-squared bishop for the 
knight; the white bishops are not dangerous. 15.W/d2 [Or 15.2f4 Ac7 16.Axf5 gxf5 17.a4 Ag4oo, 
The knight goes to e5, the king goes to h8, the rook goes to g8. We have reached a difficult position 
with mutual chances.] 15...\c7 16.a4 a6 17.a5 @b500 This is an unclear position in which Black’s 
chances seem promising. 


B) 14.Se1 @c7 15.Ag3 Wd7 16.a4 This was played in the game Novikov, I — Nun, J Polanica Zdroj 
1989. 
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Position after: 16.a4 


Various moves are possible in this position, but I consider the most logical continuation to be 
16...a6N 17.4b3 Hae8 18.a5 Ag4. 
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Position after: 18...0g4 


From this tricky position the play could develop roughly along the following lines. 19.2x¢4 &xg4 
20.Exe8 Axe8 21.Hel 2d4 22.2e3 Be7 23.Age4 We7 24.h3 BFS 25.2d2 Wxa5 26.Wxb7 Wb4 
27.We7 Wb8 28.2f4 &xe4 29.Wxed Wxb2 30.Web6+ Lh8 31. xe8 h6 32.We4 Wxc3 33.2xd6 Hd8 
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34.293 Exd5 35.4e3 Walt 36.2h2 f5= With a roughly equal position. 


12...0a6! 
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Position after: 12...0a6! 


Against the rule of Tarrasch, who said that a knight on the edge of the board stands badly. But in this 
case it is a good move, as the knight can go to c7 supporting play connected with ...b7-b5. In more 
rare cases the knight goes to b4. 


13.24 


The most logical and natural continuation. White attacks the d6-pawn and develops the bishop to an 
active position. 


A) Another development of the dark-squared bishop is less active. 13.2e3 Hb8 14.a4 @b4 15.&c1 b6 
16.!%/d2 &b7!? The rook begins to work on the seventh rank. 17.295 2f6 18.2f4 a6 19.%e3 
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Position after: 19.e3 


Gurevich, M — Moskalenko, V Belgrade 1988. In this situation, I recommend a novelty. 19...g5!N 
20.Axf5 oxf4 21.Wixf4 295 22.Wed h5 23.We3 ExfS 24.4 Be7 25.fxe5 Wxe5 26.He4 Whoo 
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Position after: 26...W{h6 


Black’s chances are no worse because he has active pieces, his rooks have taken the g- and f-files, 
and the b4-knight attacks the d5-pawn. Playing this position is more pleasant for Black in my 
opinion, but the position is tense and not at all simple. 
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B) White can try maneuvering with the c4-knight. 13.4e3 From here the knight can move to g4 and 


h6. 13...2d7 


Position after: 13...2d7 
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14.82 [If 14.A¢4 as in Navarovszky, L — Palkovi, J Hungary 1993, 14...Aac7 15.Ah6+ @h8 16.a4 
Wh4 17.¢3 Wd4= (Marin); another active idea is 14.Ae4 We7 15.Ag3 Wac7 16.a4 Wh4 Peng, Z — 
Madl, I Belgrade 1994 “with active play on both wings” (Marin).] 14...2b8 15.A¢4 


Position after: 15. g4 
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Lukasiewicz, G — Foisor, O Cannes 1990. 15...b65N 16.Ah6+ @h8 17.Ae4 c4 18.2f3 Ac5 19.225 
Woe7oo With mutual chances in an obscure position. 


C) 13.a3 Rb8 14.2f4 b5 15.4e3 c4 16.a4 
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Position after: 16.a4 


Korobov, A — Kurmann, O Rijeka 2010. 16...b4 17.Ab5 &2xb2 “With huge complications and 
balanced chances” (Marin). 


D) The exchange of light-square bishops brings White no advantage. 13.224 Eb8 14.2xf5 Exf5 
15.4 e3 Bf8 16.a4 Ab4 17.Ac2 Axc2 18. xc2 
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Position after: 18.“xc2 


Kelecevic, N — Kurmann, O Switzerland 2008. 18...&%/f6 19.2e3 a6 20.a5 b6 21.axb6 Exb6F Black’s 


plan is ...@\c7 and ...2fb8 applying pressure on the d5- and b2-pawns. 


13...2b8 
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Position after: 13...2b8 
Black is preparing the thematic ...b7-b5. 


14.%d2 


A) Grandmaster practice has seen 14.293 b5 15.4e3 Browne, W — Gurevich, D Palma de Mallorca 
1989. 15...Aac7 [15...b4!? 16.Ab5 Wd7 17.a4 2xb2 18.2a2 29700 White has compensation 


sufficient for equality but no more] 16.@xf5 gxf5 17.Wd2 Af6co 


111 


Vee 
ate a 
Vy 
Y 


Ss eG. © 


eeeeeee LILIES OS ELIF Fg ITT 


abcdefgh 


| eer 774, WA 
ja W, V2 


Position after: 17... 0f6 


“is also interesting”, Marin writes. White has a difficult position in which his two bishops do not 
count for anything. Black threatens ...b5-b4, after which the knight goes to e4. 


B) If White prevents ...b7-b5 with 14.a4 then the b4-square is weakened. 14...Ab4 15.&cl a62 
Black has a great position. 


14...b5 
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Position after: 14...b5 
15.225 


I also considered the possible 15.A¢3!2N 15...W/f6 16.Axf5 [16.2xb5?! 
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Position after: 16.2xb5?! 


16...&xb5! 17.Axb5 2d7 18.2xd6 Axd6 19.Axa7 Ab8 20.a4 Wf44 Black’s position is clearly better.] 
16...Wxf5 17.g3 c4o0 The knight goes to c5 and Black’s position is good. 


15...Af6 16.Ae3 2d7= 
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Position after: 16... 2d7= 


Here the opponents agreed to a draw in Sutter, O —- Kurmann, O Switzerland 2014. Black has seized 
space on the queenside and can feel comfortable with his position. 


Conclusions: So we have examined one of the most important chapters in this book, the classical 
development system with 1.d4 “f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.4\c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.4f3 g6 and now 7.Ad2 
297. We looked at two main lines. 


1) 8.e4 is one of the most poisonous variations, so the reader should carefully study this line. After 
8...0-0 9.82e2, I chose the rather rare move 9...4e8!?. Black wants to hit the center with ...f7-f5 while 
the e8-knight protects the d6-pawn. Complex combat ensues, in little-explored positions. 


2) The move 8.4\c4 is less common. Many strong GMs have played like that in the past but now it is 
not so popular at the GM level. The idea of the move is to put pressure on the weak d6-pawn after 
8...0-0 9.22f4. I propose the relatively fresh continuation 9...2\bd7!. Black simply gives up the d6- 
pawn, but in return goes ahead of White in development, which gives him some initiative. With 
accurate play on both sides, the evaluation of the position does not go beyond equilibrium, which is 
quite logical. 
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Chapter 3 
Modern Main Line 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.2.03 227 8.h3 0-0 9.Af3 b5 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 3 — Modern Main Line 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.4c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.c4 26 7.2.03 297 8.h3 0-0 9.4 £3 b5 
a) 10.@xb5 Be8 11.-- 

b) 10.Axb5 He8 11.0-0 Axe4 12.81 a6 13.-- 

c) 10.@xb5 He8 11.0-0 Axe4 12.8e1 a6 13.0a3 

d) 10.28xb5 


(a) 10.Axb5 Ze8 11.— 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.2.03 227 8.h3 0-0 9.Af3 
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Position after: 9. Af3 
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White plays carefully and does not allow the black bishop to come to g4. 


The system is not devoid of poison and Black should know the long variations well so as not to fall 


into a difficult position. 


The German-Brazilian master Ludwig Engels played this first, against Euwe in 1929. Then the Soviet 
GMs adopted this system, including Taimanov, Tolush, Furman, and the 12th world champion, 
Anatoly Karpov. Among modern GMs, Mamedyarov, Morozevich, Gelfand, Radjabov, Kramnik, and 
Dreev have all played this variation. Alexey Dreev wrote a whole monograph, Dreev vs. the Benoni. 
Usually this system is adopted by players who like a reasonably solid positional game. Such players 
don’t want to immediately try for a big advantage or punish Black in the opening; they want 
harmoniously placed pieces with an eye on restricting the black pieces. 


9.5! 


The most popular variation and I consider this a strong continuation. The computer also considers it 
the strongest. Now White is faced with the decision of whether or not to take the b5-pawn. First we 
look at the capture by of the knight, and then by the bishop. 


10.Axb5 Se8 
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Position after: 10...&e8 


The question before White is: what to do about the e4-pawn? White can protect it or donate by betting 
on development with 11.0-0, which we will consider later. 


11.4d2 


Over-protection of the e4-pawn, to use the Nimzowitsch terminology. White can easily go wrong. For 
example, after 


A) 11.4c3?! &xed4! 


Position after: 11...®xe4! 


12.4)xe4 [Not 12.2xe4? (Mamedyarov, S — Matlakov, M Doha 2016) because of the improvement 
12...8xc3+! 13.bxc3 Bxe4+ 14.€f1 2a6+ 15.2¢1 Ad7 16.Lh2 Be2—+ White’s position collapses] 
12...f5 13.295 [13.Afg5? fxe4 14.2xe4 2xb2—+] 13...Wd7 14.0 fd2 fxe4 15.Axe4 
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Position after: 15.axe4 


Sanikidze, T — Chatalbashev, B Baden-Baden 2013. 15...W£5N 16.We2 Ad7 17.4 Wf8 18.0-0 
4\e500 From my point of view, it is very pleasant for Black to play such a position. 

B) Interesting positions develop from 11.2¢5 c4! 12.2xc4 Bxe4+ 13.2e2 Wa5+ 14.%f1 [14.Ad2 
Ba6 15.4\c3 Bxe2 16.Axe2 He5oo the d5-pawn is very weak and White needs to think about 
equalizing] 14...2a6 15.a4 Abd7 16.A\d2. Two interesting ideas attracted my attention. 
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Position after: 16.@d2 


B1) Nobody has played the creative 16...2ae8!?N. Puzzling positions arise that do not go beyond 
equilibrium. 17.2xe4 @xe4 18.h4 Wb6 19.Wel &xb5 20.axb5 2d4 
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Position after: 20...8.d4 


21.a4 [chasing the queen is not dangerous: 21.2a6 Wic5 22.2c6 Wxd5¥] Black has quite a choice 
here. I suggest this approximate line: 21...f6 22.2a6 2xf2 23.2xb6 2xel 24.2b7 Adc5 25.2xa7 
fxg5 26.exel Ag3 27.hxg5 Ab3 28.b6 Bxe2+ 29.hHd1 Hd2+ 30.Wel He2+ 31.kd1=. 
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B2) 16...2e7 17.Ac4 “b4= seems a more reliable continuation. 
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Position after: 17...4b4= 


The opponents agreed to a draw here in Maec, M — Koenig, U corr 2014 on account of the 
repetition after 18.2d2 [but not the greedy 18.4\cxd6?! due to 18...2\b6# when Black attacks the 
d5-pawn and seizes the initiative] 18...%c5 19.2e3 Wb4=. 


11...Axd5 
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Position after: 11...0xd5 
12.Ac4 


Attacking the d6-pawn as much as possible. 


After 12.0-0 I agree with Dreev that Black is alright following 12...Ac7 13.0xc7 Wxc7 14.Ac4 Ac6 
15.2f4 De5 [or 15...2e6!? and Black has a good position]. 


12...Be6! 
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Position after: 12...&e6! 


An excellent move. Black defends the d6-pawn and his plans include ...@\b4 and ...2a6 with the 
initiative. 


13.2e2 


With the idea that the queen will operate along the d-file. Black has two choices in this position. 


A) Not good is 13.Abxd6?! 2a6 14.0-0 “b4= (Dreev). Black’s plans have borne fruit; his pieces are 
very active and he has taken over the initiative. 


B) 13.0-0 Ab4 14.8e2 Ba6 15.c3 Ad7 16.23 
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Position after: 16. 8.e3 


Shishkin, V — Kononenko, D Kharkov 2007. Different moves are possible in this position, but I 
think there is a clear path to equality. 16...Qf6N 17.Bel Axe4 18.Axe4 Sxe4 19.Axd6 Be6 20.2xc5 
&xb2 21.2xb4 &xe2 22.Exe2 Bxe2 23.2b1 Se6 24.2xb2 Sb8 25.Wd2 Bxd6 26.2xd6 &xb2 27.Wxb2 
Wxd6= 


Position after: 13.2.e2 


13...Ab6 
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Dreev in his book advises Black to play 13...A\c7!? and I believe that it’s quite possible to play this 
way. This move is no worse than our main recommendation. 14.Abxd6 2a6 


A) 15.224?! In my opinion this is an inaccuracy. 15...f5 16.2f3 
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Position after: 16. &f3 


Here I suggest 16...2d4!N when Black’s position can be preferred following 17.0-0 Bxd6 18.Axd6 
Wxd6 19.2e1 Ac6 20.exf5 Hf8 21.2xc6 Wxc6 22.2c3 Bxe3 23.8xe3 Exf5 24.Wel &2b7F. White 
must think about finding equality. 

B) 15.24 Dreev says that this move is not the strongest and advises 15...4c6 16.0-0 We7 17.294 
Hd8 18.2xe6 Axe6 19.Wa4 @xf4 
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Position after: 19... Axf4 


20./xa6 [it seems to me easier to play 20.%/xc6!? We5 21.03 &xc4 22.Axc4 Axh3+ 23.2h2 Wh5 
24.202 Af4+ 25.gxf4 Wed+ 26.eh2 Wh4+ with an imminent draw] 20...%g5 Dreev writes that 
Black has an attack, but White is holding with precise defense. 21.¢3 Ad4 22.Wa3 Axh3+ 23.Lh2 
Wh5 24.be2 Wed 25.We3 Deb 26.f4 2d4 
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Position after: 26... 2.d4 


27.Axf7!! &xf7 28.43 Ahxf4+ 29.Wixf4t+ Axf4+ 30.2xf4+ Wxf4 31.gxf4 &xb2 32.2b1 Sf6 
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33.2b5a Be7 34.205 HF8 35.De3 c4 36.Axc4 Bd4 37.ANe5 Bxe4 38.213 Bel 39.Bxa7 Bf1+ 40.ke4 
Hel+ 41.2f3 Bfl+ The game heads towards a draw by repetition. 


14.Acxd6 2a6 
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Position after: 14...2.a6 
15.2¢4! 


The point of this move is that White forces Black to weaken his position, in particular the diagonal 
g8-a2 after the forced ...f7-f5. Thanks to this resource, White holds his position. Without this move, 
White would have certain developmental problems. 


A) For example, he can’t play 15.0-0? because of 15...2xd6—+. 


B) White’s position gets unpleasant after 15.2e3?! @c6! [only equality results after 15...2xb2 
16.Ac4 2d4 17.Axd4 cxd4 18.Axb6 2xe2 19.Yxd4 Wxd4 20.8xd4 axb6 21.xe2 Bxe4+ 22.2d3 
f5 
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Position after: 22...f5 


23.Shel Ha3+ 24.2c3 b5 25.Bxed4 fxed+ 26.22 Hab 27.Lb2 Ba4 28.Ed1 Acd 29.Bd5 Ad3+ 
30.2b3 Acl+ 31.2b2 Ad3+ 32.2b3 Acl1+ 33.Lb2=] 16.Bcl Ad4 17.2xd4 cxd4 18.Axf7 &xf7 
19.Ac7 &xe2 20.Axe6 &xd1 21.Axd8+ Bxd8 22.Bc7+ Yg8 23.hxd1 AadF 
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Position after: 23...0a4¥ 


Black is slightly better. 
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15...f5 

Forced; otherwise Black will be worse. 

16.2¢2 

White has lost a tempo, but weakened Black’s position. 


16...Ac6 17.2e3 
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Position after: 17.8.e3 

17...Ad4 


No alternatives are as good as this. For example, it’s worse to play 17...2xb5?! 18.@xb5 Exe4 19.0-0 
We7 20.Wcl Ad4 21.2xd4 Exe2 22.8x97 Wxe7 23.WxcSt. 


18.2xd4 &xd4 
Poor is 18...cxd4? 19.W/b3+—. 


19.8%b3 c4! 
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Position after: 19...c4! 
20.Axc4 


A) 20.8464 &xb5 21.Axb5 Bxe4 22.0-0-0 Bxe2 23.Axd4 Exf2 24.Wel Wg5+ 25.chb1 Wxg2 
26.Me6+ sg7 27. We7+ Lh8 28. Wf6+= 


B) 20.W%a3?! &xb5 21.Axb5 Bxe4 22.0-0-0 Bxe2 23.Axd4 We5+ 24.%b1 Exf2F 
20...2xb5 21.8ixb5 Bxe4 22.Axb6 Wxb6 23.0-0 Wxb5 24.2xb5 Bb8 25.2d3 Re7= 


The b2-pawn drops and the position becomes absolutely equal. So on the 13th move Black has a 
choice. You can pick 13...Ab6 or the more combative 13...4\c7. 


( b) 10.Axb5 He8 11.0-0 Axed 12.8e1 a6 13.-- ) 


1.d4 Df6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.2d3 2g7 8.h3 0-0 9.0f3 b5 10.Axb5 Be8 
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Position after: 10...&e8 


11.0-0!? 


A more ambitious try than 11.4\d2. White has some superiority in development; Black still needs to 
solve the problem of developing the queenside pieces. 


11...Axe4 


Position after: 11...0xe4 
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12.8e1 


The most logical move and the one that poses maximum difficulties. White develops a rook and 
attacks the knight. 


A) Not dangerous is 12.2xe4 &xe4 13.8e1 Bxel+ 14.Wxel 2b7 15.2f4 Ad7 16.2d1 Abb 


SS 


Position after: 16...b6 


17.2xd6 Schreiber, K — Meyer, K GER email 2002. [I also reviewed 17.Axd6 2xd5 18.0b5 Wf6 
19.2e5 Wc6= attacking the knights on f3 and b5. Black has no problems.] Now, following 17...&%d7 
18.Me7 Wxe7 19.2xe7 &xd5 20.2xc5 &xb2 21.Axa7 &2xf3 22.¢xf3 Hxa7 23.2xb6 &xa2= the 
position is absolutely equal. 

B) After 12.%b3 the queen is poorly positioned. It can get hit, for example, by ...2a8-b8. 12...a6. 
Now the white pieces begin their retreat. We will consider the two retreats of the knight. 
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Position after: 12...a6 
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13.4a3 This move is aimed at transferring the knight to c4 where it will attack the d6-pawn. 
[Simplification follows after 13.Ac3 2f5 14.0xe4 2xe4 15.2xe4 Exe4d 16.We2 Bb4 17.2b1 Ad7 
18.2d2 Bb7 19.8fel Ae5 20.Axe5 2xe5= Beth, N — Senzacqua, F ICCF email 2013. The position is 
approximately equal.] 13...Ad7 14.Ac4 &b8 15.W/c2 The queen has to retreat. 15...£5 


Position after: 15...f5 
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Poses 


16.8e1 [16.2f4 Ab6 17.Axb6 &xb6 18.Hab1 (Walkenhorst, A — Willert Betker, S GER email 2007) 
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18...2d7 19.b3 W600 The position is complicated, but Black has no problems at all. He has a 
beautiful knight on e4 and controls the al-h8 diagonal. The c3-square is weak and the black pieces 
can invade there.] 16...Adf6 17.A¢5 h6 18.Axe4 fxe4 19.2f1 Golod, V — Straka, Z Chessfriend.com 
2003. Now I propose an improvement. 
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Position after: 19. &f1 


19...Axd5!N 20.2xe4 Bf8 21.Bel &h7 22.Wd2 2b7 23.8e6 Bf6 24.We2 Wd7 25.EBxf6 Axfoo A 
position of dynamic equilibrium. 


C) Another active move by the queen is 12.W/a4 but it is not dangerous either. 12...2d7 


fs 
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Position after: 12...2d7 


Pinning the knight against the queen causes White some inconvenience. We now consider the three 
most logical answers for White. 
C1) Many have played 13.8e1 but so far no one replied 13...Axf2!N. 14.8xe8+ [Much worse is 
14.xf2?! Exel 15.Axel a6 16.Wa3 c4! 17.2xc4 Wh4+ 18.% 93 Wxg3+ 19.6xg3 axb5F. Black 
has an advantage because of his queenside pressure.] 14...Wxe8 15.2xf2 a6 16.Axd6 2xa4 
17.Axe8 2xe8 18.23 2b5 19.2d1 &xb2 20.2xc5 &d7= With a roughly equal position. 


C2) Not dangers are caused by 13.2xe4 2xb5 14.W/xb5 Bxe4 
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Position after: 14...&xe4 


15.295 [White may encounter small difficulties after 15.2d2 “d7 16.%d3 Masse, H — Pruess, D 
Montreal 2003. Now Black shifts his rook to an active position. 16...2a4! 17.2c3 &xc3 18.bxc3 
Wf6F Black’s position looks somewhat preferable in view of his more active pieces.] 15...We8 
16.W/d3 
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Position after: 16.d3 


Merbis, M — Van Nies, P Haarlem 2005. Various moves are possible in this position, but I like the 
following path leading to equality. 16...c4N 17.Wc2 Dab 18.0d2 Bd4 19.@xc4 Wb5 20.Ha3 Wxd5 
21.2e3 Ab4 22.We2 Bd3 23.Ac2 Axc2 24.Wxc2 a5= Each side has a weak pawn, White’s on b2 
and Black’s on d6; the position is equal. 


C3) 13.&%b3 Gutierrez Minguenza, R — Fabre Perez, J Aragon 2008. And now it’s best to play 
13..2xb5N 14.2xb5 @d7 15.42 Bb8 16.a4 Be7o0. 


fs 


Position after: 16...&e70 
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Black can then gradually put pressure on the d5-pawn, for example with ...de4-f6 and ...2d7-b6. 
The position is unclear, but approximately equal. 


12...a6 


Now White has to decide whether to retreat his knight to c3 or a3, or capture Black’s e4-knight. In 
this subchapter we will deal with 13.4c3, and in the next with 13.%a3. 
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Position after: 12...a6 
13.43 


This continuation is noticeably less popular than 13.4a3, but Black should still take it seriously. 


A) One game between two strong GMs went 13.M/a4 @d7 14.8xe4 Exe4 15.Wxe4 “f6 16.Wh4 axb5 
17.2xb5 “/b6 18.a4, Lobron, E— Topalov, V Dortmund 1996. 
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Position after: 18.a4 
Now the following improvement leads to equality. 18...Axd5N 19.Ag5 Af6 20.Ae4 Axe4 21. xed 
2b7 22.We7 2a6= 


B) Mostly played in correspondence games is 13.2xe4 Exe4 14.Axd6 &b4. White has sacrificed the 
exchange, but he certainly has compensation due to the activity of his pieces. 
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Position after: 14...&b4 


B1) 15.Axc8 Wxc8 16.a3 2b7 17.d6 Thanks to the strong light-squared bishop and the passed d6- 
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pawn, White has sufficient compensation for equality, but nothing more. 17...Ac6 18.8c4 Ad4 
19.2d5 Bab8 20.Axd4 &xd4 21.2xb7 Wxb7 22. Wad &g7 23.83 Bxe3 24.fxe3 Wxb2 25.Rd1 We2 
26.d7 c4 27.d8= Wxe3+ 28.2h2 
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Position after: 28.®&h2 


Svidersky, A — Llorente Alvarez, J LSS email 2012. The players agreed to a draw in view of the 
following option: 28...%e5+ 29.eh1 Bxd8 30.2xd8 Welt 31.@h2 We5+= and White cannot escape 
the perpetual check. 


B2) 15.Axf7!? &xf7 16.a3 Hd4 17.8¢5 has also been played. 
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Position after: 17.225 


17...26 [Black can also play 17...84%xd5!? 18.Axd4 &xd4 19.2c4 Wxc4 20.Wif3+ Bf5 21.Wxa8s 
Wb3 22.Bel 2e6 23.Wa7+ Ad7 24. xa6 Wd5« with a difficult but objectively equal position] 
18.2xf6 Wxf6 19.4)xd4 cxd4 20.8c1 2f5 21.2xf5 Wxf5 22. Wxd4 Ad7 23.8c7 Bd8 24.d6 g5= 
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Position after: 24...g5= 
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Tieken, F — Peet, W ICCF email 2017. White has three pawns for the piece, and this compensation 
is sufficient for equality. The computer gives out its own 0.00 assessment, but for a person the 
position does not look so obvious. In my opinion Black is not in danger. 


B3) The most popular move is 15.a3, when Black does best to return the exchange. 15...W%xd6 


16.axb4 cxb4 
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Position after: 16...cxb4 


B3.1) The most common continuation is 17.Ad2 Ad7 18.2a5 AeS 19.Be2 h5 20.He4 Wd8 


21.8c5 Bf5 22.Ag3 Bc8 23.8e3 Exc5 24.2xc5 2d3 
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Position after: 24... 2d3 


Nozicka, V 


25.d6 [or 25.2xb4 Wxd5 26.2c3 Wc4 27.2xe5 &xe2 28.Wd8+ Bh7 29.2x97 &xg7 


—Mondry, M ICCF email 2018; the position is absolutely equal] 25...2xe2 26.W4/xe2 a5 27.W4b5 


Ad7 28.b3 Be5 29.Ae4 Wc8 30.23 We2 31.23 Wxe4 32. Wxd7 &g7 33.We7 
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Position after: 33.%e7 


Nyberg, W — Legemaat, G ICCF email 2016. A draw was agreed here because of the possible 
continuation 33...h4 34.d7 Wb1+ 35.2@g2 We4+ 36.2¢1 Wb1+ 37.2h2 hxg3+ 38.fx¢3 Wc2+ 
39.221 Wb1+ 40.2f2 Wc2+ 41.28 Wc6+ 42.Le2 [but not 42.2247? Due to 42...We4+ 43.2f4 
We2+ 44.85 Wh5#] 42...!%g2+. White cannot escape the perpetual check. 


B3.2) Also deserving of attention is 17.W/el!? 2b7 18.We8+ WS 19.Wxf8+ 2xf8 20.2c4 Ad7 
21.2e3 a5 22.d6 
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Position after: 22.d6 
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Lubas, J — Galje, H LSS email 2014. Black can now simply solve all his problems with 22...a4!, 
creating his own passed pawn. 23.2b5 a3 24.bxa3 2xf3 25.gxf3 2g7 26.8cl bxa3 27.2xd7 a2 
28.2c6 b8 29.d7 al=W 30.Bxal &xal 31.225 £6 32.23 LF7 33.2b6 Ye7 34.d8=W+ Exd8 
35.8xd8+ ©&xd8= The game ends in a draw. 


13...Axc3 14.bxc3 &xc3 
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Position after: 14... 2xc3 
15.8xe8+ 
White gains nothing with 15.2g5?! &xel+ 16.Wxel 2f6F (Dreev). 


15...4xe8 16.2b1 Ad7 
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Position after: 16...d7 
Black has an extra pawn, but he also has problems with the development of his queenside. 
17. a4! 


The active move. White wants to invade on c6. 


Less of a concern for Black is 17.2f4 AeS 18.2xe5 &xe5 19.We2 &f8 20.AxeS Wxed 21.Wxe5 dxeS. 
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Position after: 21...dxe5 


A) The most accurate is 22.£b6! &e7 23.d6+ [23.204 &d8F] 23...2d7 
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Position after: 23...&d7 


24.a4 White should be in a hurry to win a pawn. [24.2c4? a7 25.2xf7 Zb7—+ gives Black a 
winning position] 24...2a7 25.a5 &b7 26.f3 f5 27.2f2 &c6 28.2xa6 c4 29.2xc4 Exas 30.228 h6 


31.8h7 &xd6 32.2xg6 Ba2+ 33.61 &e5 


A A) Gn 


Position after: 33...8c5 
34.8b3 [34.8b8 e4 35.fxe4 fxe4F] 34...f4= With an equal position 
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B) 22.81? ®e7 23.Exc5 &d6 
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Position after: 23...&d6 


White has won a pawn back, but the black king is now very active. 24.2a5 &b7 25.&f1 Bc8 26.%e2 


&ce5—+ The d5-pawn must be lost and Black has excellent chances to win this endgame. 


17...Was8! 


Position after: 17...W48d8! 
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Black makes a preventive move. The queen covers the important square c7 so that in case of Wic6 the 
reply ...&b8 is available. 


18.24 


Again White makes an attacking move. Now the d6-pawn is under siege. 


A) Nothing worthwhile comes of 18.%c6 2b8 


RS oe ee 


Position after: 18...2b8 


19.24 [19.Wxd6 Bxb1 20.2xb1 Wb6F 21.8%xb6 Axb6 22.23 2b4F] 19...kxb1+ 20.2xb1 Abs 
21.Wixd6 Wxd6 22.2xd6 Ad7= (Dreev). 


B) 18.225?! 2f6 19.2f4 &e7 is better for Black. 


18...Ae5 19.2xe5 
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Position after: 19. &xe5 


19...2xe5! 


Another precise move. 


Worse is 19...dxe5?! 20.f4c6 2d7 21.Wixc5 Bc8 
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Position after: 21... 


Black has some 


£ 


Navara, D — Jones, G Gibraltar 2013. Now after the correct 22.!e3! e4 23.2xe4 
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compensation for the missing pawn thanks to the two bishops, but it is not enough for equality. 
20.Axe5 dxe5 21.W%c6 2d7 22.Wxe5 


Dreev stops his analysis here and says that due to the passed d-pawn White has a good chance of 
getting an advantage, but I do not agree with this assessment. 


22...Wigs! 
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Position after: 22...Wig5! 
Black creates threats, and the d-pawn 1s not going anywhere. 
23.2xa6 


A) A logical continuation could be 23.@h1 Wd2 24.2xa6 Wixa2 25.2b6 Bxa6 26.2b8+ Ye7 27. Wf8+ 
&f6 28.Wd8+ &g7 and White is forced to give perpetual check. 


B) 23.4 c7 2xh3 24.2f1 2¢4 25.2b7 [25.d6 &g7 26.2c4 WE4 27.2b7 2d7 28.Wxd7 Wxc4=] 25...2f8 
26.Wie7 Wxe7 (Stefanov, V — Volodarsky, Y ICCF email 2017) 27.2xe7 d8 28.&xe5 2d6= 


23...2xh3 24.2f1 2f5 
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Position after: 24... 2f35 


25.8b2 


Defending the a2-pawn. 


More active is 25.2b4 ®g7 26.a4 Wd2 27.d6 Wel 28.8c4 Ha5 29.Wc7 Kotyurgin, I — Skalicky, F 


ICCF email 2015. Now Black is safe after 29...2d5 30.&c1 Wd2 31.8c5 Bxd6 32.a5 Wd4 33.a6 2d3 


34.a7 Bf6 35.2xd3 Wxf2+ 36.2h2 Wh4+ 37.2¢1 Wf2+=. It’s perpetual check again. 


25...297 
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Or 26.4 &xa4 27.2b8 Wd2 28.W£8+ &f6 29.2b6+ &e5 30.Wxf7 Bf4 31.We7+ Gh6 32.0 8+ Lh5 
33.Wc5 Wd4 34.82e2+ g5 35.We7+ Lh6 36.Wf8+ &e5 37.We7+= with another perpetual check. 


26...Wxe3 27.fxe3 e4 28.2c4 Had 29.2b5 a7 
Orlovtsev, A — Volodarsky, Y ICCF email 2017. 


Position after: 25...&g7 


26.We3 


Position after: 29...2a7= 


The black king goes to e5 and Black has no problems. After a few more moves, the opponents agreed 
to a draw. 


( c) 10.Axb5 He8 11.0-0 Axed 12.Ze1 a6 13.03 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 96 7.243 227 8.h3 0-0 9.Af3 b5 10.Axb5 Ze8 
11.0-0 Axe4 12.8el a6 13.4a3!? 


The most popular variation: White leads the knight to c4, where it puts pressure on the d6-pawn. 


13...Af6 
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Position after: 13... 0f6 


Thanks to the d5-pawn, White has a spatial advantage and the possibility of targeting the d6-pawn. 
On the other hand, the d5-pawn could turn out to be a weakness as well as a strength. 


14.8xe8+ 


The logical move. White distracts the black knight from its pressure on the d5-pawn. 
A) 14.225 Exel+ 15.Wxel 2b72 Dreev. 
B) White can also play 14.4c4 Bxel+ 
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Position after: 14...&xel+ 


B1) A game between two strong GMs went 15.@xel 2b7 16.2f4 2f8 17.Ae3 Abd7 18.2e2 We7 
19.A1c2 Re8 20.213 De5 21.2¢5 h6 22.2h4 Bg7 23.Be2 We7 24.Ha3 De4 25.3 Af6 26.2f2 
Nepomniachtchi, I — Ponkratov, P Moscow 2013. Now Black’s best move would be 26...h5+ 


ae 


Position after: 26...h5+ 


Black’s position is somewhat better, since the d5-pawn is weak and White has weak dark squares 
on the kingside. 
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B2) 15.W%xel 2b7 16.24 


A 


Y 


Position after: 16. 2f4 


16...2xd5 [perhaps also 16...2f8!?, as recommended by Dreev. 17.2d1 &xd5 18.2e2 h6= White 
has compensation for a pawn, but nothing more] 17.2e2 Ac6 18.2d1 2xf3 19.2xf3 d5 20.263 2f8 
21.295 Ad4 22.We5 Be7 23.2xf6 2xf6 24.Wxd5 Wxd5 25.2xd5 Bd8= 


14...axe8 
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Position after: 14...0xe8 
15.295 


Many games have seen 15.“\c4 2b7. Black attacks the d5-pawn. White has many options in this 
position. 


A) I once encountered 16.2f1 Ad7 17.2¢5 Wce7 18.4d3 Aef6 19.03 Ab6 20.2xf6 2xf6F 


acer 


a “b c — = e ar = 
Position after: 20... 2xfOF 


Getman, T — Kovalchuk, A Taganrog 2018. Due to the advantage of the two bishops, Black is a little 
better. The bishop on f6 is especially strong. Later I managed to win. 


B) 16.2c2 Ad7 
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Position after: 16...d7 


17.225 [Less active is 17.2d2 Adf6 18.2a5 Ac7 19.8e3 Manninen, M — Olafsson, H Reykjavik 
1995. 19...2h6 20.A\d2 We7= In my opinion, the position is somewhat better for Black in view of 
the fact that his bishops aim menacingly at the white position, in particular targeting the d5-pawn 
and the e3-knight.] 17...Adf6 18.Ae3 Ac7 19.2b3 h6 20.2h4 
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Position after: 20.&h4 


Chuchelov, V — Hendriks, W Netherlands 1992. And now I recommend a subtle queen move. 
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20...W/£8 21.&%d3 Be8oo White must defend the d5-pawn. Black can jump his knight onto e4, thus 
activating the g7-bishop. Black’s play is somewhat easier, although some ambiguity remains in the 
position. 


C) 16.225 Wc7 see the 16.44 variation below (instead of 16./a4). 


D) 16.4e3 It’s just that this defense of the d5-pawn looks quite passive. 16...ad7 17.2d2 Def6 
18.2c4 (Hjartarson, J — Maze, S Reykjavik 2010) and now 18...Ae4 19.2e1 We7F. 
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Position after: 19...8e7+ 


Black’s chances are slightly higher due to the fact that he has a strong knight on e4 and an active 
bishop on g7. 


E) 16.2£4!? An interesting idea. 16...2xd5 17.2e2 (De la Calle, I— Cunha, E ICCF email 2008) 
17...2.06 18.0xd6 Axd6 19.2xd6 Ad7 20.2b1 a5= 
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Position after: 20...a5= 


With a roughly equal position. Black’s pawns on the queenside are scattered, while White has the 
weak b2-pawn. Black can try 21...a4 followed by 22...a3 exchanging pawns. 


15...8%c7 
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Position after: 15...Wic7 


16.4% a4 
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Attacking the e8-knight and preparing a possible “\a3-b5. 
A) 16.Ac4 2b7 
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Position after: 16...2.b7 


Al) 17.2d2 &xd5 18.2a5 Wb7 19.b6 Ha7 20.4 xd5 Wxd5 21.W%/c2 occurred in the high-level GM 
game Kozul, Z — Cvitan, O Rijeka 2009. Now after 21...%b7+ Black has an extra pawn, White 
needs to think about salvation. 

A2) Another 2600+ GM played 17.8cl Ad7 18.2f1 Def6 19.2f4 2f8 20.He3 4-% (34) Georgiev, 
K (2645) — Aroshidze, L (2537) Balaguer 2009. Here I suggest 20...&e8o0. 

A3) 17.2c2 Dd7 18.4d3 Ab6 19.Axb6 Wxb6= %4-% (59) Balazs, G (2249) — Kosmo, S (2278) 
Budapest 2007. 


B) Worse 16.&%d2?! 2b7 17.2el Ad7 18.2c2 Aef6F Gelfand, B— Topalov, V Moscow 1994. Black 
exerts strong pressure on the weak d5-pawn. 


C) Also dubious is 16.%e2?! Af6 17.Ac4 2b7 18.8d1 Abd7 19.2f4 28 20.0e3 “b6F and again 
the d5-pawn is under fire. 


16...Af6 
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Position after: 16... f6 


Although Black is lagging behind in development, everything 1s fine with him since White needs to 
protect the d5-pawn. 


17.Ab5 


This move is a bit more popular than 17.2e1 &b7 18.Ad2 Abd7 [better not to be greedy: 18...2xd5?! 
19.2xf6 &xf6 20.Be8+ Yg7 21.2e4 Axed 22.4)xe4+ and White’s initiative is unpleasant] 19.2e7 2d8 
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Position after: 19...2&d8 


White has some activity, but the d5-pawn is very weak. The following continuations are possible. 
A) Dubious is 20.2xa6 2xa6 21.Wixa6 Axd5 22.Ab5 Wb8 23.Bel 26 24.2xf6 A7xf6F Black is 
slightly better, and ready to play ...@\d5-b4 followed by ...d6-d5. 

B) Large-scale simplifications come from 20.Wf4 Be8 21.2xf6 Exe7 22.2xe7 We5 23.Wed Axd3 
24.Nac4 Axb2 25.Axd6 &xd5 26.Wxd5 Wxe7 27.A2e4 Aa4 28.Wa8+ 28 29.Wxa6 Ac3 30.Wc6 
4\xa2 31.W%xc5=. The position is equal. 


C) 20.Ae4 W8 21.24 Bxd5 


a+ we oo “4 oo 


Position after: 21... &xd5 


C1) The most logical and practical continuation is 22.@exd6 @b6 23.0xb6 Wxd6 24.4)xd5 Wxd5 
25.Wif4 Wxd3 26.2xf6 Wb1+ 27.eh2 Wxa2 28.2x97 &xg7 29.We5+ &e8 
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Position after: 29...&g8 


30.2e8+ Exe8 31.Wxe8+ &g7 32.We5+ Lh6 33.Wif4+ e7=. 


C2) Dreev’s recommendation of 22.Axf6+N is less convincing. It is interesting that no one has 
played 22...2xf6 23.2xf6 @xf6 24.Wxa6. 
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Position after: 24.xa6 


Here the famous grandmaster stops his analysis, summing up with slightly better practical chances 
for White. On the contrary, I think that Black has a slight advantage after 24...&f8!2F 25.2a7 
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[25.e2 &e6F Black’s central pawns can advance] 25...&g7. Now Black has created a threat. He 
wants to exchange the bishop for the knight and push ...d5 to win the b2-pawn. 26.b3 &xc4 
27.2xc4 d5 28.2d3 He8+ White’s position is very unpleasant. 


17...Wd7! 


Black pins the knight against the queen and threatens to win the d5-pawn. 


Equality does not result from 17...{%b6?! 18.2xf6 &xf6 19.2el &g7 20.Aa3 Bb7 21.Wed Wd8 22.Ac4 
a5 23. Wat, 
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Position after: 17...Wid7! 
18.8el 


A temporary pawn sacrifice as White activates all his pieces. 


The transition to the endgame achieves nothing for White. 18.@\c3 Wxa4 19.Axa4 Abd7 20.Ad2 Des 
21.2xf6 2xf6 22.Ae4 2g7 23.2e2 2d7 24.Hac3 Bb8 25.Axd6 Exb2 26.2b1 Exb1l+ 27.Axb1 2f8= 
The endgame is just equal. 


18...Axd5 19.4% b3 axb5 20.2xb5 “c6 21. xd5 &b7 
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Position after: 21...2b7 
22.a4 


The material is equally divided and the game gradually heads towards a logical draw. 


One correspondence game went 22.%b3 Wf5 23.2d3 Wd7 and draw agreed, 2-2 Bubnov, V — Galje, 
H LSS email 2013. 


22...Ab4 23.8ixc5 dxc5 24.2xd7 2xb2 25.2b5 Ad5 26.2d2 
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Position after: 26.2d2 


%-Y, Polak, T — Simacek, P Brno 2009. 


In this position, the rivals agreed to a draw because of... 
26...c4 27.2xc4 Bxa4= 


The queenside pawns have vanished and there are not enough resources for either side to win due to 
the limited amount of material remaining. 


(d) 10.2xb5 


So 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 96 7.2d3 227 8.h3 0-0 9.Af3 b5 10.2xb5!? 
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Position after: 10.2xb5!? 


This move is not as popular as 10.@xb5, but it seems logical and it does pose certain questions to 
Black. 


10...Axe4 11.Axe4 


White can end up in an inferior position after 11.0-0?!. So far no one has played 11...2xc3!N 12.W4c2 
297 13.W4xe4 Ad7F. Black’s chances are slightly higher since White’s b2- and d5-pawns are weak. 
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Position after: 13...0d7¥ 
11...a5+ 12.Afd2 


Another poor line for White is 12.4\c3?! 2xc3+ 13.bxc3 Wxb5 14.W%/b3 2a6F. White’s king on el 
doesn’t feel safe. 


12...W%xb5 13.Axd6 Wa6 
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Position after: 13...Wa6 


164 


14.22¢4 


All moves are almost forced. However, even strong GMs have managed to go wrong here. 


For instance, 14.4\6c4?. After that, Black gets a solid advantage. 14...2e8+ [White was let off the 
hook after 14...Ad7¥ in Granda Zuniga, J — Cordova, E Arequipa 2003] 15.Ae3 [Or 15.&f1 2&b7 
16.d6 2d5 17.4%c2 “c6— Black has a very strong initiative for the pawn. White’s king is in danger, 
the c4-knight is under fire and Black’s c6-knight is ready to jump to d4, so Black has a decisive 
advantage.] 15...f5 16.W Ad7 
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Position after: 16...d7 


The black knight goes to e5 with decisive effect, and after 17.Adc4?? Wxc4 White was left without a 
piece and immediately surrendered in Hasterok, M — Reza, W Wroclaw 2018. 


14...Ad7 
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Position after: 14...0d7 
15.0-0 


We have come to the key position of the variation. Black has a choice of where to send the knight, e5 
or b6. 
White has also tried 15.2e3 Ab6 16.2cl Axc4 17.Axc4 Hd8 18.0-0 Be6 
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Position after: 18...2e6 
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19.dxe6 Exd1 20.exf7+ ©xf7 21.Bfxd1 Wxa2 22.2d3 Wa6 23.2xc5 &g8 24.2a3 Wb7 25.b4= 4-4 
Babula, V — Bangiev, A Germany 1996. White has sufficient compensation for the queen and already 
in this position the opponents agreed to a draw. 


15...Ae5! 


I think this move is more accurate than 15...0b6 16.Axb6 Wxb6 17.Axc8 Baxc8. 
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Position after: 17...2&axc8 


Now White has the strong move 18.d6! Bcd8 19.2f4 Wxb2 Krol, P — Llorente Alvarez email 2010. 
20.8cl &d4 21.8c2 Wb5 22.e2! The precise continuation. 22...2fe8 23.2&xe8+ Wxe8 [23...k&xe8 
24.Wif3+] 24.Bel+ Black constantly has to worry about the d6-pawn. 


16.Axc8 


A different capture poses fewer problems. 16.@xe5 Wixd6 
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Position after: 16...¥ixd6 
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A) An active continuation is 17.0c6 2b7. 18.Wa4 [18.48 2xc6 19.dxc6 Bac8 20.2b1 Wxc6 4-% 
Peralta, F — Mareco, S Santiago de Compostela 2018. The position is equal and here the players 
agreed a draw; 18.2e3 Grabarczyk, M — Chatalbashev, B Aarhus 2016. 18...2xb2 19.2b1 &xc6 
20.dxc6 £d4= Black has no problems.] 18...2xc6 19.dxc6 Hac8 The more aggressive choice [Black 
can also play 19...&fc8!?=]. 20.Wxa7 Wxc6 21.Wa5 Levin, F — Ghysels, C Belgium 2010. 21...c4 
22.We5 Wade Black has excellent compensation for a pawn, since White needs to defend his b2- 
and a2-pawns. White needs to think about seeking equality. 


B) 17.c4 Wa6 
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Position after: 17...Wa6 


Black is a pawn down, but he has the advantage of the two bishops and is ahead of White in 
development. It is not easy for White to develop his queenside. 


B1) 18.8%b3 2b7 19.Bd1 [19.Ad6 Wxd6 20.8%xb7 
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Position after: 20.¥ixb7 


Varga, P — Kanovsky, D Slovakia 2010. Now Black does best to play 20...c4N 21.8b1 a5 22.Wc6 
Wxc6 23.dxc6 Hfc8 24.2f4 Exc6= with equal play] 19...2d4 20.Ae3 Hfd8 21.2d2 Hab8 22.Mc2 
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2xd5 23.4xd5 The players agreed to a draw in Neuer, T — Eschenko, V ICCF email 2007. 
B2) 18.We2 2b7 19.d1 2d4 20.Wic2?! 2xd5 21.We3 Bxa2! 
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Position after: 21...2xa2! 


Black does not fear the pin by the al-rook. 22.&d3 Lenderman, A — Fernandez, D Mesa 2009. 
22...2fb8! 23.2a3 Wxa3 24.bxa3 2b3 25.4b1 2e6 26.2b2 2xb2 27.Wel c4-+ Black has a decisive 
advantage. 


B3) 18.e3 £5 
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Position after: 18...f5 


Black threatens ...f5-f4. 19.f4? is obviously unsuccessful because of 19...2d4 20.2h1 (Zechner, A 
—Exler, V Leoben 2008) 20...2b7+ The d5-pawn will fall sooner or later, so, Black is clearly in a 
better position. 


16...2axc8 17.Axe5 &xe5 
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Position after: 17... &xe5 


Now the bishop does not allow the d5-pawn to advance any further. White has an extra pawn, but it is 
not easy for him to develop his queenside without losing the b2- or a2-pawn. 


18.2el 


A) 18.3 Wd6 In my opinion, this is a simpler continuation than the one recommended by Dreev. 
[Dreev advocated 18...2fd8 19.2g¢5 Rd7 20.Bad1 &xb2 21.Bfel c4 22.ke7 Hxe7 23.2xe7 c3 24.d6 
c2 25.d7 cxd1=W+ 26.Wxd1 h5 27.Wd2 2al=] 19.2d1 Hfd8 20.2b1 2d4 21.2e3 Wxd5 22.Wxd5 
Exd5 23.4d3= The position is equal. 


B) 18.225 &xb2 
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Position after: 18... 2xb2 


19.2e7?! [Better is 19.&b1 as in Nguyen, T — Bayar, A Philadelphia 2017. Now 19...2f6N 20.2xf6 
Wxf6= gives equality.] 19...2fe8 20.d6 &xal 21.W/xal Rakic, M — Stojanovic, A Kragujevac 2015. 


21...2ed8N 22.82xd8 Exd8F Black is better, as the d6-pawn is falling. 


18...2fe8 
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Position after: 18...&fe& 
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19.225 


With this move White wants to advance the d5-pawn, which, with the support of its bishop, can be 
very dangerous. White has an extra pawn, but he cannot keep it. 


A) 19.d6 has often been played, but till now no one played 19...&cd8!N 20.d7 Se7 21.225 Hexd7 
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Position after: 21...&exd7 


22.Wic2 [Dubious is 22.2xd8 Exd1 23.Baxd1 &xb2F. Black can play for the win thanks to his passed 
pawn on c5.] 22...2f6= The position is approximately equal, the weak pawns on c5 and b2 cancel 
each other out. 


B) 19.2h6 has been played only once, in Li, W — Zhang, Z Jinan 2005. Now Black can safely grab 
the pawn: 19...2xb2N 20.2b1 2e5 21.W4/£3 c4= with roughly equal play. 


19...h6! 
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Position after: 19...h6! 


Only in one game did this move occur. The idea is to distract the bishop from the h4-d8 diagonal 
where the bishop can support the advance of the pawn. 


20.2xh6 


If 20.d6 &2xd6 21.2xh6 Be5 
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Position after: 21... 2e5 


Black has excellent compensation in view of the active e5-bishop which puts pressure on the b2- 
pawn. 22.Wc2 2d4 23.8e3 Bb8 24.2xd4 cxd4 25.b3 d3 26.Wd2 &xel+ 27.8xel Hd8 28.8d1 Bd5 
29.2h2 Wd6+s Black has enough compensation for the missing pawn in view of the far-advanced 
passed pawn on d3. 


20...2xb2 21.4b1 Sxe1+ 22.Wxel 2d4 23.2¢5 


This was played in Bareev, E— Vera Gonzalez Quevedo, R Novi Sad 1990. 
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Position after: 23.225 
23...Wxa2!N 


A major improvement. Now follows... 


24.d6 2xf2+! 25.Wxf2 Wxb1+ 26.2h2 Wd 27.416 Bb8 28.2f4 Xb1 29.d7 Wxd7 30.25 &f8 
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Position after: 30... 2f8 
31.2d6+ &g8 32.2e5 &f8= 


With repetition of the moves. 


Conclusions: So, we have just examined one of the most important systems for the Modern Benoni. 
After the moves 1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.4c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.c4 26 7.2d3 297 8.h3 0-0 9.013 
our discussion began with the important move 9...b5! after which White has a choice of how to take 
on b5, 10.4xb5 or 10.2xb5. In the case of 10.Axb5 Be8 White again has a choice: 11.42 or 11.0-0. 
In the variation 11.@d2 @xd5, the analysis shows that Black has a very promising position. In some 
lines he can even seize the initiative. The variation 11.0-0 @xe4 12.Bel a6 faces White with the 
choice of retreating his knight to a3 or c3. All the options are full of different subtleties and the reader 
should carefully study these lines. A rather important continuation is 10.2xb5, where this chapter 
shows a number of new improvements which enable Black to play this line safely. 
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Chapter 4 
Kapengut Variation 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f3 
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Chapter Guide 

Chapter 4 — Kapengut Variation 

1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 26 7.13 2287 
a) 8.2e3 

b) 8.Age2 (with 14.f4) 

c) 8. Age2 (with 14.8%/d2) 

d) 8.225 


( a) 8.263 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f3!? 
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Position after: 7.f3!? 


In this interesting line White strengthens the e4-pawn and wants to use his advantage in space in the 
future. This version is called in various sources the Kapengut system after the Belorussian master, 
later a theorist and trainer in America. It was first played by the talented Soviet international master 
Chekhover, against Alatortsev, Moscow 1935. This option has also been played by Chandler, 
Kortschnoj and Gulko. Similar positions arise in the Samisch variation of the King’s Indian Defense, 
where White strengthens the center with the move f2-f3. White may fall behind in development, but 
since the position is closed he does not worry about this aspect, relying on his strong center. 
Typically, this system is used by players who want to play positionally, to clamp down on Black’s 
activity, and to hold an advantage in space. Modern players who employ this this line include 
Aronian, Nakamura, Giri, Dreev, and Tomashevsky. 


7.297 


In this position we will consider three game plans: 1) White plays 8.2e3 and 4/d2; 2) White play 
8.Age2 and “g3; and 3) White plays 8.225 provoking Black to move ...h7-h6 so that the h6-pawn 
will come under fire after a later Wd2. 


8.2e3 


With this move, White wants to build a W+2 battery after d2, and he will seek to exchange dark- 
squared bishops by £e3-h6. In some cases, White plays h2-h4 trying to create an attack on the 
kingside. However, Black’s advantage in development boosts his main counterplay on the queenside 
with ...b7-b5 and play in the center. 


8...0-0 9.Wd2 a6 
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Black now wants to go play the thematic ...b7-b5. 
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Position after: 10.a4 
Obstructing the advance ...b7-bS. 
10...2e8 


Black shifts the rook to the half-open e-file, where it will work optimally. Also, Black does not allow 
White to carry out a convenient transfer of the knight through the route g1-h3-f2, because his c8- 
bishop covers the h3-square. Now White must decide how to develop his kingside. 


In my previous book, Playing the Griinfeld, I recommended 10...Abd7 11.0h3 Ae5 12.0f2 Ah5S with 
a further ...f7-f5 and a tough game. 


i We, 


SS ‘ 
> " ~ 
RSS 


. WY 
Vy fl 
Fa 
7 


Fy 
Vd 
RG 
Va, 


8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
Z 
1 


Position after: 10...&e8 
11.Age2 


The most common move. White heads the knight to cl or g3 and then wants to develop the bishop on 
e2. Other waiting moves have been encountered so that if Black goes ...Abd7, then White would be 
able to play Ag1-h3 followed by @f2. However, Black is not obliged to rush with the development of 
the queen’s knight. 


A) Some strong players have tried 11.2e2 h5! 
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Position after: 11...h5! 


In general, the move ...h7-h5 is a typical idea in this line. Black may push the pawn further as part of 
future kingside operations. We now check different options for White. 


Al) 12.2d1 Abd7 13.Age2 He5 14.b3 b6 15.0-0 &b8 Black is ready for the thematic ...b7-b5. 
16.2c2 b5 17.h3 b4 18.Ad1 Yevseev, D — Sakaev, K St Petersburg 1999. Play could proceed 
18...a5 19.f4 Ded7 20.Af2 We7 21.kael 2a6F when Black is slightly better because of the pressure 
along the e-file and along the a6-f1 diagonal. In this case, Black can play ...c5-c4. 


A2) 12.2g5 gives nothing. White pins the knight to the queen but after 12...%c7, 


8 
7 2- 
6 “A 

Y a 
Vi, ZG 
4] x 

Y 
37, 
2 

4 7 oe 
GGG “ VA tz GY 


Position after: 12...Wic7 


with the idea of ...c5-c4, moving the bishop to g5 seems like a waste of time. 13.2a3 Fedorowicz, J 
— Gruenfeld, Y New York 1985 [Or 13.&c1 Kachiani Gersinska, K — Joachim, S Germany 2001. 
Quite logical here is 13...c4N 14.2d1 Abd7 15.Age2 Ac5 16.2c2 2d7F with...b7-b5 to follow, 
giving Black the queenside initiative.] Now I offer a strong novelty. 13...c4!N Freeing the c5- 
square for the knight. 14.2e3 Abd7 15.0h3 Ac5 16.Af2 Bd7 17.2xc4 Acxe4 18.Acxe4 Axed 
19.4\xe4 
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Position after: 19.@xe4 


Now very strong is 19...&xe4! 20.fxe4 Wxc4 21.Wd3 Wxd3 22.8xd3 &xa4F. An unusual position 
has arisen where White has a rook for a bishop and pawn, but Black’s bishops are very strong. 
White has weak pawns on e4 and b2. Black has more than sufficient compensation and he can play 
to win. 

A3) White can try 12.a5 b5! 13.axb6 Wxb6. 


Position after: 13...W8xb6 
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White’s problem is that he needs to develop the g1-knight, and this task is far from simple. 14.2.1 
Abd7 15.Age2 [15.Ah3? Ae5] 15...Ae5 16.63 a5 17.0-0 2a6 18.2c2 
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Position after: 18.2.c2 


Genov, P — Marin, M Solsones 2004. Now very strong is 18...h4!N 19.h3 &xe2 20.Axe2 [20.Wxe2 
Ah5+] 20...a4! 21.bxa4 Ac4 22.Wel Axe3 23.b1 Wa7 24.Wxe3 Axd5+. With ...Ab4 coming, 
Black has a clearly better game. White has a weak pawn on a4, and Black can play ...d6-d5 if 
necessary. 


B) White can try to develop the fl-bishop. 11.2d3 “bd7 
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Position after: 11...@bd7 


12.Hh3 [Black also gets a good game after 12.2 ge2 Ae5 13.0-0 Axd3 14.W%xd3 Ad7 15.Wd2 Bb8 
16.a5 Ae5 17.b3 b5 18.axb6 (Ozmen, H — Can, E Antalya 2013) and now 18...4%xb6+#. Black is 
clearly better due to the advantage of the bishop pair and pressure on the weak b3-pawn.] 12...@e5 
13.Af2 @xd3+ 14.4)xd3 Ad7 15.0-0 Abb 


"" ‘e a a in 


PTUTLs: occ pp gp tenes 


a / U2 ; 


aS 
N 
S 


eRe 


Position after: 15... Ab6 


16.b3 [The state of affairs is not changed by 16.%c2 ®c4 17.2f2 2d7 18.8fcl Bc8 19.b3 Aad 
20.8ab1 b5+ Kolodziejski, M — Dunlop, G ICCF email 2012. Black is clearly better: besides having 
the advantage of the two bishops, he also has the initiative on the queenside. His b5- and c5-pawns 
can press forward in the future.] 16...2xc3 17.Wixc3 Axd5 18.Wd2 ®xe3 19.Wxe3 2e6+ Harman, K 
— Barr, E ICCF email 2012. Black has an extra pawn and ...b7-b5 is on the agenda. 


C) If White tries to stabilize the queenside with 11.a5 Black needs to play 11...b5! 12.axb6 Wxb6. 
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Position after: 12...¥8xb6 


C1) 13.243 Abd7 14.0h3 We5 15.Af2 Axd3+ 16.Axd3 a5 17.0-0 Ba6 18.2f2 Ad7F 
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Position after: 18...Qd7¥ 


Marin writes: “All Black’s pieces are optimally placed.” Indeed, Black’s position is preferable. He 
has the two bishops and play on the b-file, Kraidman, Y — Har Zvi, R Tel Aviv 1992. 


C2) 13.8e2 was played in Istratescu, A — Radovanovic, D Chania 2000. Here I propose an 
improvement: 13...a5 14.2a3 a6 15.cef2 Ac7 16.h4 2b8F. Black is slightly better, having 
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pressure on the b2-pawn. 


C3) Interesting is 13.4a4!? Wc7 14.0e2 Abd7 15.43 
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Position after: 15.03 


Bayarkhuu, H — Munguntuul, B Ulaanbaatar 2013. Now we can offer the following improvement: 
15...h5N 16.h4 a5 17.22 2a6 18.2xa6 Exa6 19.2h6 2h8 20.0-0 Ba7 21.0h1 &b8F. Black is 
slightly better, because of the pressure on the b2-pawn. 


C4) 13.Age2 Abd7 14.4a4 was played in Khismatullin, D — Inarkiev, E Moscow 2006. 
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Position after: 14.0a4 


It’s now best to play 14...&%d8!N. The queen can transfer to the kingside. 15.8ec3 “h5 16.2e2 
Eb8 17.0-0 £5 18.2h1 Bb4 19.225 2f6 20.2xf6 Adxf6F Black is slightly better due to the pressure 
the e-file. White’s knight on a4 plays no part in the game. 


D) White can also try an unusual-looking rook lift. 11.4a3!? h5 
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Position after: 11...h5 


12.8e2 [White can forcibly stop the h5-pawn by 12.h4, Unuk, L — Arsovic, Z Skopje 2015. Black 
gets a great game with 12...Ah7!N 13.2f4 We7 14.23 Ad7 15.2e2 De5 16.Lf1 Bb8 17.2 FSF. 
Black’s pieces are quite active.] 12...Ah7 13.2d3 Ad7 14.Age2 BWe5 15.0-0 
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Position after: 15.0-0 


Trenner, R — Boetzer, D Germany 2014. Now I like 15...2d7 16.a5 b6 17.axb6 Wxb6 18.2fal a5 
19.81a2 Reb8 20.2h1 Wd8 21.Acl g5!F suddenly switching to the kingside. The position is 
difficult, but objectively speaking, Black is slightly better with his excellent e5-knight and more 
opportunities to develop his game. 

E) 11.2g5 h6 12.2e3 looks like a loss of time for White, Boel, P — Hendriks, W Netherlands 1992. 
Now after 12...We7 13.2d3 Abd7 14.0h3 Ab6 15.Af2 Abxd5 16.Axd5 Axd5 17.2xh6 2d4 18.0-0 
&\b4o0 Black is no worse. 


11...Abd7 
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Position after: 11...@bd7 


The knight is ready to go to e5 when the time is right. In this position, White has many options, most 
of which involve the development of the kingside. White’s main task is to find a good post for the e2- 
knight. 


12.4g3 


I do not think this move is the strongest, but in practice it is the most popular. 


A) The second most popular move is 12.4c1!? Ae5 13.8e2 AhS5 14.0-0 f5. 
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Position after: 14...f5 


Now White is faced with a choice. 
Al) 15.exf5 &xf5 


A1.1) Mistaken is 16.g4? on account of 16...@x¢4! 17.fxg4 Bxe3!. Another diamond move. 
18.gxf5 We5+ 19.eh1 [19.ef2 Wh4t+—t+] 19...Ag3+ 20.hxg3 Wxe3 21.863 Bxf3 22.2xf3 Bes 
23.Ab3 Wxf3+ 24.We2 Wh5+ 25.2¢1 &xc3 26.bxc3 He2 27.Wg3 Re4—t+ 


A1.2) 16.@h1 was played in Fernandez Medina, E (2331) — Costa Trillo, V (2293) ICCF email 
2016. Now Black is advised to continue 16...2d7 17.225 Af6 18.a5 b5 19.axb6 Wxb6 20.0d3 
£7 21.2e3 Bab8F. 


A1.3) 16.2f2 2d7 17.a5 Soza de la Carrera, J (2334) — Evtyukhin, S ICCF email 2012. Black is 
doing well after 17...b5 18.axb6 Wxb6 19.2e1 a5F. 


A2) 15.f4 was played in Mihajlovic, V (2315) — Kovacevic, A (2430) Nis 1996. Again Black can 
get an edge: 15...Ag¢4 16.2x¢4 fxg4 17.A1e2 b6 18.kael Ba7 19.0g3 Axg3 20.hxg3 2xc3 
21.bxc3 Exe4F. 


B) In my opinion, the best move is 12.4\d1!? with the idea of moving the e2-knight to c3 and further 
developing the kingside. 12...Ae5 13.Aec3 Wa5 14.843 


“A - “yy gy! 
ARG 


iy 
ws a %p i, 


= ht ae ee OF ox a 


Position after: 14.&a3 


Lapcevic, M — Prelevic, D Kraljevo 2011. Now let’s go 14...0h5 15.2e2 £5 16.0-0 Af6 17.Af2 
4\f70o with a difficult game and even chances. 


C) 12.Af4 De5 13.Be2 25 
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Position after: 13...g5 


14.Hh3 [14.0d3 @c4 15.Wel Axe3 16.4%xe3 h6 17.h4 g4+ Without a dark-squared bishop, it’s hard 
for White to count on an advantage. In this situation, Black even seized the initiative.] 14...2xh3 
15.gxh3 h6 16.0-0-0 Ag6 17.2dg1 Ah5+ And by occupying the dark squares Black was able to 
achieve victory, 0-1 (31) Preussner, M (2223) — Manaenkov, V ICCF email 2009. 


D) 12.2h6? 0-1 (34) Velev, J-Filev, G (2395) Sunny Beach 2008. Now Black has a nice move. 
12...Axe4! 13.4xe4 Wh4+ 
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Position after: 13...W¢h4+ 
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A typical trick. 14.93 Wxh6 15.W4xh6 2xh6 16.0xd6 Be3F 


E) In the case of 12.h4 (0-1 (27) Scheide, H (2022) — Biebinger, G (2316) Bad Blankenburg 2006), 
Black plays 12... 12...ah5 
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Position after: 12...@h5 


13.%f2 [13.24 Ae5 14.2f2 Wf 15.Af4 &xe4 16.fxe4 Axe4t 17.Le2 Wes 18.Ad3 We7 19.295 
2xc3 20.2xe7 &xd2 21.2xd6 Ahf6 22.292 Bh6 23.2xc5 Rad8—-+] 13...0e5 14.0f4 Axf4 15.2xf4 
h5 16.g3 2d7= The unstable position of White’s king and the under-development of his kingside 
give Black fine chances. 


12...n5! 
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Position after: 12...h5! 

The situation has something in common with one of the options of the SAamisch system of the King’s 
Indian Defense. It is this continuation that allows Black to significantly complicate White’s life and 
stir up trouble. 


13.22 


A) Nothing is gained by 13.295?! in view of 13...h4! 14.Age2 [the pawn is poisoned; if 14.2xh4 an 
energetic counterattack will follow: 14...Axe4 15.8xd8 Axd2+ 16.&xd2 Bxd8F] 14...Ae5 
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Position after: 14...0e5 


15.2xh4 [15.h3 @c4 16.Wc2 2d7 17.2xh4 b5 18.2295 b4 19.Ad1 a5 20.h4 Bc8 21.2b1 c4e 
White’s king is stuck in the center and his pieces are uncoordinated, so Black has more than 
compensation for the lost pawn] 15...Axe4 16.2xd8 Axd2 17.2c7 Ab3 18.2d1 c4 19.ef2 Ad3+ 
20.293 &f5 21.2xd6 Axb2—+ 0-1 (31) Perrodo, E — Van Elst, A (2230) Toulouse 1998. 


B) 13.2h6 h4 14.2xe7 &xg7 15.Age2 Ae5 16.Acl h3 17.Ad3 
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Position after: 17.0d3 


Preussner, M (2006) — Almarza Mato, C (1992) ICCF email 2010. Now Black’s h-pawn can 
complete its mission. 17...hxg2 18.Wxg2 ®h5 19.Axe5 Bxe5+ White’s poor pawn structure and 
dark-square weakness are key factors. 

C) No advantage comes from 13.h4. The pawn quickly becomes a target for attack, 1-0 (29) Walde, 
H (1397) — Tajane, G (1794) Panchavati 2017. Black can take aim at the unfortunate pawn straight 
away. 13...Ah7 14.2e2 2f6 15.2f2 2xh4 
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Position after: 15...2xh4 


16.Axh5S &xf2+ 17.&xf2 gxhS 18.Bxh5 Adf8 19.Lah1 £6 20.2d3 c4 21.2xc4 b5 22.axb5 axb5 


23.2xb5 Be7 
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Position after: 14...h7 


15.h3 
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A) 15.2f2 was played in Ponomariov, R (2714) — Gelfand, B (2743) Beijing 2014. Now a useful 
novelty: 15...h3N 
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Position after: 15...h3N 
16.24 [16.221 hxg2 17.8xg2 2b8 18.h4 b52] 16...0e5 17.21 Bb8 18.f4 Ad7 19.95 2xc3 20.Wxc3 
Exe4-+. It is not easy for White to exploit the absence of Black’s dark-squared bishop. 


B) Black gets counterplay in case of 15.g4 Ae5 16.h3 g5 17.a5 Bouillod, Y — Chosson, P France 
1987, and now 17...2d7 18.Wc2 Af8 19.Ad2 Afg6F. 

C) 15.2h6 1-0 (33) Wahlund, M — Ward, R (2140) ICCF email 2019. Play will go along the 
following course. 15... 15...h3 16.g3 2d4 17.Ne3 Ae5 18.2f4 2d7 19.Ac2 95 20.2e3 2xc3 21.bxc3 
g4 
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Position after: 21...g4 
22.fxg4 [22.f4 Af3+ 23.2xP gxf3 24.Wd3 We7+] 22...Wif6 23. 2f4 [23.2f1 We6+F] 23...Axg4 24.0-0 
We6 25.2d3 c4 26.2xc4 Ahf6 27.Ad4 @xe4 28.Wc2 Hac8 29.2d3 £5+ 
D) An interesting fight ensues after 15.W%/c2 h3N 16.94 2b8 17.4g3 De5 18.0-0 2d7 19.a5 
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Position after: 19.a5 


19...b5 20.axb6 Wxb6 21.8xa6 Wxb2 22.Wxb2 Exb2 23.2xd6 Ha8 24.A0d1 Bc2 25.Ha6 Bxa6 
26.8xa6 Hg2+ 27.h1 c4F. 
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Position after: 15...f5! 
16.exf5 


16.Ah2 There’s nothing for White in Koval, V (2157) — Seifert, H (2104) ICCF email 2016. Black 
now completes his development. 16...Adf6 17.0-0 2d700 


16...gxf5 17.4 


Long castling is a dubious idea. 17.24 “e5 18.0-0-0 Larin, I (2343) — Barnett, C (2383) ICCF email 
2014. After 18...&£6F I can’t believe that the white king is completely safe. 


17...Adf6 18.2f2 Ae4 19.Axe4 Bxe4t 
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Position after: 19...&xe4t 


Kelecevic, N — Schiendorfer, E Switzerland 2007. 


Conclusions: Black cannot complain about the outcome of the opening battle. He owns the main 
diagonal and the e-file, while the white pieces are suffocating on their restricted section of the board. 


( b) 8.Age2 (with 14.£4) 


a 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f3 297 8.Age2!? 


Position after: 8. ge2!? 
A fairly popular position in our time. It is worth noting that it arises not only in the Modern Benoni, 
but also in a number of other opening lines. 


The main driving forces for Black are Ian Nepomniachtchi and Alexander Grischuk, while Boris 
Gelfand and Peter Svidler have also contributed ideas. For White, this has notably been playd by 
Levon Aronian. Magnus Carlsen, Anish Giri, and Ding Liren. The idea is to quickly solve the 
problem of mobilization of the kingside. The flip side of the coin is that during this time Black 
manages to create serious counter-chances on the opposite side of the board. 


8...0-0 9.293 a6 10.a4 Abd7 
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Position after: 10...@bd7 
11.2¢2 


A) 11.2g5 h6 12.8e3 h5 
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Position after: 12...h5 


13.8e2 [13.2g5 We7 14.2e2 1-0 (49) Talbot, A (2179) — De Coverly, R (2093) Coventry 2005. 
Now Black can prosper with 14...&b8 15.W/d2 c4 16.a5 Ac5 17.2xc4 b5 18.axb6 Bxb6 19.0-0 Bb4 
20.b3 Bxb3 21.2acl Bb4 22.Ace2 Wb6F] 13...h4 14.Afl Bb8 15.2¢5 [15.Ad2 Ah5 16.Ac4 Abb 
17.Axb6 Wxb6F 2-4 Postny, E (2605) — Mikhalevski, V (2559) Jerusalem 2019] 15...h3 16.23 Ae5 
17.Ad2 Be8 18.0-0 
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Position after: 18.0-0 
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18...c4! 19.b3 Yb6+ 20.2h1 Ah7 21.2f4 cxb3 22.Axb3 Ag4! 23.fxg4 Sxc3 24.Bcl Bed 25.Ad2 
Wd8 26.2d3 (0-1 (68) Novikov, S (2387) — Morozov, D (2468) ICCF email 2018) And best now is 
26...b5+. 


B) 11.8e3 h5 12.8e2 h4 13.Af1 Bb8 see option A. 
C) 11.24 h5 White is at a crossroads. 
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Position after: 11...h5 


C1) Our electronic friend goes for 12.8e2 after which a consistent continuation for Black would be 
12...h4 13.0f1 Ded 
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Position after: 13...0e5 


14.Ad2 [14.8xe5 dxe5 15.a5 2h6T] 14...Ah5 15.2e3 £5t. Black is doing well. 


C2) The more human 12.2xd6 gives rise to dizzying complications after 12...2e8 13.2e2 2h6 
14.0-0 2e3+ 15.@h1 h4 16.e5 Axe5S 17.Age4 Axe4 18.Axe4 h3 19.2xc5 Bxc5 20.Axc5 hxg2+ 
21.%xg2 Wh4F and Black seized the initiative. 


11...2b8! 


The hasty 11...Ae8 gives White chances on the kingside. 12.2f4! 2d4 13.Wd2 f5 14.2g5 Wa5 
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Position after: 14...Wa5 


(Yalov, S (2431) — Ulasevich, S (2466) ICCF email 2017) 15.h4!N 15...fxe4 16.h5 exf3 17.gxf3> 
White has a serious initiative on the kingside. 


203 


a = Cc ce e = — h 
Position after: 11...2b8! 
12.0-0 


White had a wide selection of ideas. 
A) If White attacks the d6-pawn with 12.24 then Black sends the d7-knight to its favorite outpost, 
not worried about a possible 2xe5. 12...Ae5 13.0-0 [13.W%/d2N 13...c4 14.2h6 2xh6 15.Wxh6 b5 
16.axb5 axb5 17.h4 2d7 18.h5 We700 White’s attack didn’t lead to anything serious.] 13...c4 
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Position after: 13...c4 
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14.2e3 [White doesn’t gain anything significant if he decides to win a pawn. 14.2xe5 dxe5 15.2xc4 
Wb6+ 16.22 2h6c Black’s bishop is very strong.] 14...b5 15.axb5 axb5 16.b4 
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Position after: 16.b4 
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(Meinsohn, F (2295) — Bernard, C (2270) Schiltigheim 1982) Black should capture en passant. 
16...cxb3 17.Axb5 2d7 18.8xd6 b2 19.261 We7 20.4 Deg4 21.2d4 Wxd6 22.e5 Wa3 23.exf6 2xf6 
24.2xe4 2xo4 25. Wd2 2xd4+ 26.Wxd4 Wb4+ The b2-pawn poses a serious threat. 


B) 12.8e3 Ae8 13.0-0 — see the main line. 
C) 12.295 Wc7 13.Wid2 c4 14.Bcl1 h5 
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Position after: 14...h5 


Black is striving to annoy White on both flanks! 15.0-0 h4! 16.2xh4 b5 17.axb5 axb5 18.@h1 Ac5 
19.Wf4 Ah7 20.64 cxb3 21.Axb5 Exb5 
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Position after: 21...8&xb5 


When the opponent’s pieces have shifted to one section of the board, it is urgent to start play on the 
opposite flank. 22.2xb5 b2 23.2b1 Wb6 24.8e2 Ab3 25.2c4 Be5= (Y%2-% Bokar, J (2565) — 
Efendiyev, E (2568) ICCF email 2015) 26.Wh6 297 27.Wf4 2e5 The b2-pawn compensates for the 
material. 


12...De8! 
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Position after: 12...®e8! 
13.263 


The position is so dynamic and carries so many ideas in it that your brain can start to swim! 


It looks funny, but the most popular plan for White here involves moving the g3-knight to hl. And if 
the king tries to hide on this square, the knight strives for a better life, intending to occupy the f2- or 
d3-square, although it is possible to return back to g3. 


A) 13.f4 Ac7 
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Position after: 13...0c7 


Al) Also possible is 14.2e3. Vachier Lagrave, M (2758) — Radjabov, T (2738) 31st ECC Open 
2015 Skopje continued as follows: 14...b5 15.e5 Each side implements its main plan. 15...bxa4 
16.Age4 dxe5 17.5 
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Position after: 17.f5 


We’ll come across this idea more than once. 17...gxf5 18.2xf5 Ab6 19.2g5 £5 20.Wel fxe4 
21.8xg7+ &xg7 22.Wo3+ Bhs 23.Wxes+ W6 24.Wxc7 Ad7 25.8f1 Bb7 26.Wc6 Wxc6 27.dxc6 
Exfl+ 28.2xfl Bxb2 29.Axa4 Bb3 30.cxd7 2xd7 31.2xc5 2xa4 32.2d4+ &e8 33.2c4+ LF8 
34.2xb3 2xb3 35.@f2 After puzzling complications Black was able to fight back. 


A2) 14.a5 After some thought, the computer tends to the idea of 14...b5, after which there may 
follow 15.axb6 Exb6 16.4a2 He8. Black can send the c7-knight to d4 via b5, or put pressure on the 
e4-pawn by ...2b4. 


A3) 14.5 £5 
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Position after: 14...f5 


15.exf6 [Black does not fear 15.e6 in on account of 15...Af6 16.2b1 b5 17.axb5 (0-1 (39) 
Lujambio, A (1955) — Koch, H (2311) ICCF email 2018) 17...Afe8 18.2f3 axb5 19.2e1 We7 
20.Af1 b4 21.He2 Ba8F. Black is gaining the advantage.] 15...Axf6 16.f5 [16.a5 (Bhambure, S 
(2248) — Karthikeyan, P (2445) New Delhi 2019) 16...h5 17.h3 b5 18.axb6 2xb6 19.843 h4 
20.Age2 2f5F Black has solved his main problem, developing his pieces] 16...2xf5 17.A0xf5 gxf5 
18.8xf5 b5 
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Position after: 18...b5 
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Black needs to organize counterplay urgently, otherwise he will get crushed. 19.axb5 axb5 20.213 
Wd7 21.¢4 b4 22.Ae2 Ab5 23.g2 The position has stabilized, %-"% (36) Slawinski, T (2405) — 
Philipps, R (2434) ICCF email 2017. Now play can become complex. 23...Axg4 24.2xg4 Exf5 
25.093 Ad4 26.2e3 h5 
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Position after: 26...h5 


Half a set of pieces are hanging, so the board is quickly cleared. 27.2xd4 hxg4 28.2xg7 23 
29.2h6 We7 30.Wd2 Wh4 31.247 Bxg3+ 32.hxg3 Wh3+ 33.621 Wxg3+ 
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Position after: 33...Wixg3+ 
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34.0h1 Wh3+ 35.2¢1 Wo3+ 36.2f1 H+ 37.6g1 We3+= White cannot escape the checks. 
B) A fighting continuation is 13.2£4 (Carlsen, M (2835) — Nepomniachtchi, I (2763) Wijk aan Zee 
2019). 13...2d4+N [there is also the thematic reaction 13...h5 14.W%d2 We5 15.225 f6 16.2e3 h4 
17.Ah1 f5 18.Af2 2d7 19.exf5 gxf5 20.Ah3+] 14.@h1 h5 
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=" 


Se Fier ee 


Position after: 14...h5 


15.243 [White cannot interfere with Black’s favorite pawn march by 15.%/d2?! h4 16.225 as Black 
can easily counter this attack by 16...2f6 17.2xf6 W/xf6 18.e5 Wxe5 19.Age4 Adf6 20.Wh6 @xe4 
21.fxe4 g5F and only White has problems] 15...2g¢7 16.%d2 Ae5 17.Age2 2d7 18.295 £6 19.2e3 
b5 20.Af4 Ac7 21.axb5 axb5 22.%e6 @xe6 23.dxe6 @xd3 24.exd7 c4 25.8a7 BF7 26.Ad5 Exd7 
27.630 
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Position after: 27.b3% 


Black has an extra pawn, which compensates for the strong outpost of the white knight on d5. 


C) 13.@h1 (Dziuba, M (2584) — Ftacnik, L (2537) Czech Republic 2017) Black can continue with 
standard moves. 13...h5 14.8el ®e5 15.Af1 Ac7 16.a5 b5 17.axb6 Bxb6 18.He3 Ab5oo 
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Position after: 18... Ab5 


A full-on struggle lies ahead. 
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D) More passive is 13.2d2 &c7 14.a5 
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Position after: 14.a5 


(Morales, O (2279) — Koo, O (2409) ICCF email 2018) Thematic ideas will guide Black through the 
next few moves. 14...h5 15.h3 b5S 16.axb6 Bxb6 17.W%/cl Ab5oo 


E) 13.4e1!? looks timely, freeing the fl-square for one of the light pieces. 


ot a Pi ON 


ite 


CK yf hay Jj 
ri &, Ie 
vA Y “ Y 


(EEE Ee se ea) 


Position after: 13.&e1!? 
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13...h5! 14.8e3 (Sutovs, A (2163) — Ruiz Jarabo, F (2284) ICCF email 2017) And now Black can 
play on both flanks. 14...h4 15.@h1 [15.@f1 h3 the pawn breaks into the enemy ranks like a 
battering ram! 16.g3 b5 17.axb5 “c7! 18.bxa6 Exb2 19.Wcl Bxe2 20.kxe2 &xa6 21.Bc2 We7 
22.Wdl De5 23.Had Ac4 24.2f2 Rb8F Piece activity more than compensates for the material 
losses.] 15...h3 16.g3 bS 17.axb5 
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Position after: 17.axb5 


17...0c7 18.bxa6 Bxb2 19.Wcl b3 20.225 2f6 21.2xf6 Wxf6 22.Ha3 Exa3 23.Wxa3 2xa6 
24.2xa6 %xa6+ White’s position is not easy to play. 


F) 13.0h1 Wc7 14.8f4 De5 15.W4d2 b5 16.Ag3 Back again! 16...bxa4 17.&xa4 Ab5 18.4)xb5 axb5 
19.Ba2 c4oo 
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Position after: 19...c4e 
A full-fledged battle lies ahead, 2-’2 (68) Forsloef, L (2469) — Ivanov, B (2438) ICCF email 2016. 


13...Ac7 14.f4 b5! 
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Position after: 14...b5! 


15.e5 
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A) 15.axb5 @xb5 16.Axb5 [16.2xb5?! looks dubious as White really needs to keep this bishop. 
16...axb5 17.e5 £5! 18.exd6 Wb6 19.Wic2 Wxd6 20.Sfd1 He8 21.W£2 b4 22.Ha4 (0-1 (33) Yevseev, 
D (2580) — Khalifman, A (2702) Togliatti 2003) Black now gains a serious initiative with 22...c4+.] 
16...axb5 
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Position after: 16...axb5 


Al) 17.e5 dxe5 18.f5 is a typical technique in positions with the structures of the King’s Indian 
Defense and Modern Benoni. It enables White to create some serious chances for an advantage, 
though it certainly does not guarantee victory. 18...c4 19.Wd2 Af6 20.fxg6 hxg6 21.ad1 2b7 
22.263 Be8 23.24 
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Position after: 23.2e4 


(Gorti, A (2215) — Shmeliov, D (2418) Manchester 2017) A plausible continuation is 23...@xe4 
24.4xe4 £5 25.45 Wd6. The d5-pawn in this situation is more likely to be a weakness than a 
strength, as the further course of events shows. 26.0e6 2f6 27.2257! Wxd5 28.Wixd5 &xd5 
29.2xf6 Exe6 30.2xd5 Bxf6 31.2xe5 &g7F The rook endgame is open to only two results. 

A2) 17.&%/d2 He8 18.b4?! A desperate move, played without any substantial follow-up plan, 
Antonsen — Mortensen, 0-1 Farum 1993. [It was more pragmatic to play 18.@h1!? b4 19.f5 We7 
20.225 We5 21.Babl Eb7 22.2f4 We7 23.225 2f6 24.fxg6 fxg6 
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Position after: 24...fxg6 


25.2xf6. An exchange sacrifice for the sake of a dangerous pin. 25...Axf6 26.W/f4 2f8 27.Wh4 Hf7 
28.8f1 &g7 29.Wh6+ &g8 30.Wh4=] Black can take advantage of White’s error with 18...cxb4 
19.204 2xd4+ 20.Wxd4 h5 21.2ab1 £5 22.2f3 h4 23.He2 b3 24.Acl Wb6F. It’s hard for White to 
prevent all the possible breakthroughs. 


B) 15.W/d2 bxa4 16.2xa4 @b5 17.@xb5 axb5 18.8a7 produces an obscure position. 


15...bxa4! 


Position after: 15...bxa4! 


16.Ace4 
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A) In case of 16.@xa4 Black plays as follows: 16...dxe5 17.f5 Af6 18.d6 Acd5 19.2xc5 2d7 20.2. 
O\f4 21.fxg6 hxg6 22.2f2 Ae6F with a strong blockade, %2-% (49) Hempel, R (2201) — Halliwell, T 


(2397) ICCF email 2018. 


B) Illogical is 16.Age4 dxe5 17.5. 
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Position after: 17.f5 
White decided to attack on the kingside, but he just doesn’t have enough forces to succeed. 17...gxf5 
18.&xf5 We have returned to the game Vachier Lagrave, M (2758) — Radjabov, T (2738) 31st ECC 
Open 2015 Skopje. 


16...dxe5 17.f5 
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Position after: 17.f5 
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This was played in the game Hesham, A (2408) — Kantans, T (2509) Batumi 2018, 0-1 (57). 
17...2xb2!N 18.d6 


White can sacrifice another pawn, but Black defends capably: 18.f6? Axf6 19.285 Ace8 20.Bxa4 
Eb4+. 


18...Ab5 19.fxg6 hxg6 20.295 Ac3 
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Position after: 20... c3 

Distraction, double attack, intermediate move: this move can be described in a number of ways. 
21.2xd8 

White accepts the challenge! 


21...Axd1 22.225 {5 23.8fxdl1 fxe4 24.8xa4 2b7 25.8c4+ Lh7 26.2e6 &c6 27.2xa6 Ab8 28.2a2 
Rxa2 29.2xa2 2h6 30.2xh6 &xh6 31.Af1 Bd8= 
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Position after: 31...2d8= 


It is doubtful whether Black can count on victory, with such scattered pawns, but White doesn’t shine 
here either. After these vivid tactical complications, the game heads towards a draw. 


( c) 8.Age2 (with 14.¥d2) 


a 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 96 7.f3 2¢7 8.Age2!? 0-0 9.493 a6 10.a4 
Abd7 11.8e2 2b8! 12.0-0 Ae8! 13.23 Ac7 


Position after: 13...@c7 
14. d2 


14.a5 b5 15.axb6 Ab5 16.Axb5 
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Position after: 16. Axb5 


Black’s knight was dreaming of jumping to the d-4square, but not all dreams are allowed to come 
true. This exchange opens the a-file, giving White the chance to play a7 at a suitable moment. 
16...axb5 17.W4d2 [17.2xb5 Wxb6 18.2xd7 2xd7 19.2b1 &b7F it’s not clear what White should do 
about the b2-pawn.] 17...Axb6 
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Position after: 17... Axb6 


A) Possibly more aggressive is 18.f4 @c4 19.2xc4 bxc4 20.e5 ( 4-4 (31) Tang, A (2441) — Song, 
M (2373) Rockville 2016) 20...%e8 21.@e4 dxe5 22.2xc5 exf4 23.Ad6 Wc7 
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Position after: 23...Wic7 


24.Wa5 [24.Axe8 Wxc5+ 25.Lh1 Be5 Once again, the g7-bishop takes up this strong central post. 
26.We2 £6 White’s knight took a long ride, but now its fate is inevitable. 27.Axf6+ 2xf6 28.Exf4 
2f5 29. Wixc4 Wxc4 30.8xc4 Exb24¥] 24...Wxa5 25.hxa5 Bd8 26.Axc4 Bxd5 27.2xf4 2e6t In an 
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open position, the advantage of the bishop pair must count. 


B) 18.4a2 Moving away from the x-ray of the bishop and over-protecting the weak pawn (0-1 (78) 
Lahner, J (2267) — Priborsky, J (2229) Karlovy Vary 2004.) A good line for Black is 18...c4 19.&fal 
h5 20.225 We8 21.2h6 2xh6 22.Wxh6 We7+. Black’s position is easier to play. 


14...b5 


Position after: 14...b5 
15.axb5 


A number of other continuations are possible here, which we, dear reader, will consider. 
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A) White can harass the black queen. 15.225 We8 
A1) 16.2h1 doesn’t seem to do much. 16...c4 
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Position after: 16...c4 


A1.1) On 17.axb5 there will follow 17...axb5 18.8a7 2b7 19.2xb7 &xb7 20.2e3 h5. Again this 
pawn-push to kick the knight! 21.2d1 h4 22.4f1 £5 23.2f4 Ae5 24.exf5 h3 25.Ag3 hxg2+ 
26.xg2 gxf5 
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Position after: 26...gxf5 


27.2xe5 This time the exchange seems to work alright for White. 27...W4xe5 28.f4 Wf6 29.Ah5 
Wh4 30.2f3 @h70o Each side has its pros and cons in this position, %-”% (30) Jedrzejowski, M 
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(2502) — Shpakovsky, A (2531) ICCF email 2017. 


A1.2) 17.2h6 2xh6 18.W%/xh6 Wes 19.f4 We7 20.Wes £6 21.!4h4 Ac5 22.axb5 axb5 23.2a7 Bb7 
24.2xb7 &xb7 25.f5 g5co 
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Position after: 25...g5 
Black managed to fight back on the kingside and create the prerequisites for an attack on the 
queenside, 2-4 (31) Gitananda, R (1910) — Burnham, J (2085) ICCF email 2019. 


A2) 16.axb5 Axb5S 17.Axb5 axb5 18.2a7 Wes 19.2b1 Wd4+ 20.hf1 4 21.Wxd4 &xd4 22.8a5 
A\c5 23.2e7 Be5 24.2xf8 kx f8F 
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Position after: 24... x f8F 


Black has serious compensation for the lost exchange in the form of a powerful bishop and a pawn 
majority on the queenside, 2-' (37) Bescos Anzano, M (2567) — Serazeev, A (2535) ICCF email 
2017s 


B) 15.f4 bxa4 16.2xa4 @b5 17.4xb5 axb5 18.2a7 was played in the game Gheorghiu, C (2343) — 
Salles, L (2235) Bhubaneswar 2016. 18...b4 19.f5 &/b6 20.2aal 2e5 21.2h1 Wd800 
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Position after: 21...Wd8 


Play has gone into a closed, maneuvering sort of position, in which it is important to correctly 
position your pieces, organize your own play and neutralize the opponent’s. 22.2f3 We7 23.2h6 He8 
24.Hafl 2a8 25.fxg6 hxg6 26.05 gxf5 27.exf5 £6 28.2h3 Af8 29.Wd1 Ah7 30.2h5 2xb2 31.2xe8 
Fal 32.We4t Ags 33.Bhf3 Exfl+ 34.8xfl Ba6 35.2xg5 fxg5 36.4g1 d4 37.Wh5 Bc4F 


C) 15.8ab1 seems a bit strange, but the idea of this peculiar move is revealed in a few moves. 
15...h5 16.axb5 Axb5 
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Position after: 16...@xb5 


17.Axb5 [17.225 (Malchev, E (2417) — Betker, J (2438) ICCF email 2017) 17....f6 18.23 h4 
19.Ah1 £5 20.exf5 gxf5 21.Af2 Ad4F Black, thanks to a powerful outpost and action on both flanks, 
has clearly established an advantage] 17...axb5 18.b4 c4 19.2d1 Ae5 20.2d4 f5 21.exf5 h4 22.f6 
Wxf6 23.Ne2 [23.Ne4 Axf3+—-4] 23...h3 24.4 
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Position after: 24.f4 


(0-1 (57) Martinez Martin, D (2395) — Kislik, E (2216) La Roda 2008) 24...Wf7 25.2xe5 &xe5 
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26.2c2 297+ Black’s two bishops look like a weighty argument in the struggle for victory. 


D) Aronian played 15.2h6 against Firouzja (chess.com 2019). The game continued 15...2xh6 
16.Wxh6 bxa4 17.8xa4 Exb2 
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Position after: 17...&xb2 


18.e5 2b4 19.exd6 Ae8 20.Age4 Adf6 21.We5 h6 22.Wixh6 Axd6 23.Wf4 Afxed 24.fxe4 He8 
25.2a3 We7 26.203 &g7=. 


aS 8) tee Se 


a a 


Position after: 26...&g7= 
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Black has equalized the game, but later lost in a bitter struggle. 


15...Axb5 16.Axb5 axb5 17.8a7 h5! 18.8fal h4 19.4f1 
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Position after: 19.@f1 

0-1 (54) Sawicki, W (2225) — Merilo, J (2415) ICCF email 2012. 
19...c4 20.2d4 Ac5 21.2d1 Ad3 

Black’s scout on the d3-square stifles White’s pieces. 


22.2x97 &xg7 23.b3 Wb6+ 24.23 h3 25.8e2 Af4 26.94 cxb3F 
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Position after: 26...cxb3+ 


A great performance by the knight! 


Conclusions: With f3, White strengthens his center and focuses on the development of his pieces, but 
loses a lot of time. 


Black’s counterplay is quite diverse. He can prevent White from placing his pieces conveniently by 
pushing ...h7-h5-h4-h3; he can undermine the center with ...f5; or he can create play on the queenside 
with ...b7-b5. Black needs to act energetically to fight against White’s thematic breakthrough in the 
center or attempts by White to start an attack on the kingside. 


{ d) 8.225 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 96 7.13 227 8.2¢5!? 
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Position after: 8.2¢5!? 


Having reliably strengthened his center, White strives to create piece play and complicate Black’s life 
as quickly as possible. In response, Black must act as dynamically as he can. 


8...h6 9.2e3 0-0 10.%d2 a6 
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Position after: 10...a6 


11.a4 
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The h6-pawn is poisonous, on account of a well-known tactic. 11.2xh6 “xe4 A typical idea. 
12.Axe4 Wh4+ 13.¢3 Wxh6 14.Wxh6 &xh6 15.Axd6 Ad7 16.2h3 Ab6 17.Axc8 Axc8 18.f4 He&+ 
19.Qe2 
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Position after: 19.e2 


0-1 (72) Shishkov, A (2377) — Kantans, T (2490) Liepaja 2017. There could follow 19...2d6 20.8c1 
c4 21.2f2 297 22.63 De4+ 23.Hg2 Ad2 24.Bhel cxb3 25.axb3 Axb3 26.Rc7 Bf8T 27.2xb7? Acd5 
28.8c7 “\d3-+. It is obvious that Black has serious compensation for his pawn. His pieces interact 
better, and the pawns on the queenside pose a direct threat in the long run. 


11...2e8 
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Position after: 11...8&e8 

12.4ge2 
A) The most unfortunate answer, looking like a mouse-slip, is 12.8e2 hS. It is unclear why the 
bishop is there and even why it is on the board at all. 


B) Somewhat better is 12.2d3 h5 13.Age2 “bd7 14.0-0 and here after 14...@e5 under the gaze of 
the hungry knight, the d3-bishop does not feel quite comfortable. 


Position after: 14...0e5 
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B1) In the case of 15.63 Axd3 16.¥/xd3 (Alterman, B (2465) — Dolmatov, S (2620) Beersheba 
1991) Black would be well advised to play 16...Ad7 17.W4d2 2b8 18.2h6 2h8. 
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Position after: 18...2h8 


Black’s dark-squared bishop in this situation is clearly stronger than its counterpart. We recall the 
Sicilian motifs when in a similar version of the Dragon Black often sacrificed the exchange in 
order to preserve the pride of his position! 19.225 Wc7 20.f4 b5+¥ With a full game, where Black is 
developing an initiative on the queenside. 


B2) 15.8ab1 looks more human. In this case, the black queen immediately rushes out. 15...Wa5 
16.Acl 2d7 17.2h1 b5 18.axb5 axb5¥ and Black has solved all his opening problems, %2-'4 (48) 
Di Berardino, D (2499) — Rodi, L (2358) Rio de Janeiro 2013. 


B3) 15.2fb1 h4 
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Position after: 15...h4 


Take note of the following pattern: as soon as the rook leaves a certain section of the board, a black 
piece breaks into that zone. In the previous version it was the queen that filled this role; this time, 
after the rook left the kingside, Black takes active steps on that flank. 16.&f1 A forced return, %2-'2 
(51) Sasikiran, K (2690) — Calistri, T (2400) Cappelle-la-Grande 2011. Now Black can get on top 
with 16...h3 17.g3 2d7 18.a5 b5. This counterattack again! 19.axb6 &xb6+ Black’s game is nicer. 


C) Seizing space by pushing the g-pawn does not work either. 12.¢4 
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Position after: 12.g¢4 
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Now comes the energetic 12...2xg4! 13.0-0-0, Tillmann, M (2013) — Gaehwiler, G (2392) Flims 


2016 [13.fxe4 @xe4 14.4xe4 Bxedt] 13...2h5 14.2xh6 2h8F. In both cases, it is difficult for 


White’s king to find a safe haven. 


12...Abd7 
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Position after: 12...@bd7 


White is at a crossroads, having to choose from a number of interesting ideas. 


13.Ad1 


A) 13.Acl Ae5 14.82 95 
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Position after: 14...g5 


15.h4 [15.0-0 AhS 16.2b1 £5 17.b4 b6 18.a5 White tries to organize at least some play. 18...f4 
19.2f2 cxb4 20.4 a4 bxa5 21.2b6 Wd7 22.Wc2 Eb8 23.2c7? Bb7 24.2xa5 b3—+ White is losing 
material, 0-1 (64) Cornelius, P— Gorman, D Berkeley 1988.] 15...Ah7 16.hxg5 hxg5 17.A1a2 2d7 
18.2h2 £5 19.exf5 &xf5 20.Ae4 
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Position after: 20. Ae4 


Y%-Y, (34) Pein, M — Donnelly, M corr 1986. Black should play vigorously here. 20...b5! 21.Axg5 
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&\c4 Black is not worried that his king has no pawn protection. 22.2xc4 Wx¢5 23.&f2 Bxe3 A blow 
after that knocks the opponent out. 24.W/xe3 and now 24...2d4 wins. 


B) 13.4g3 h5 14.8e2 Now White’s pieces are losing coordination. 14...h4 15.4f1 


Position after: 15.@f1 


White’s pieces look quite absurd; the complete lack of coordination between them is striking. 
C) Taking ion hé fails again. 13.2xh6 @xe4 14.4xe4 Wh4+ 15.¢3 Wxh6 16.W%xh6 2xh6 17.Axd6 
He3 18.f4 297 19.2h3 Ab6 20.2xc8 Axc8 21.Ac4 


eet 
WN 
.- 
as 


Vs 


Teceese 


ay 
no aenaie 


iy 
YY 


Coys 


. e ‘se 
A Uo, Ke 
ee © el 

b g 


a defdah 


5 ee 


a9) 
@) 


239 


Position after: 21.@c4 


(0-1 (49) Nickel, A (2358) — Lachmann, H GER corr 1998) 21...2e4 22.2c1 b5 23.Ae5 c4 24.bf2 
&xe5 25.fxe5 Hxe5 26.axb5 axb5+ Black is playing to win. 


D) 13.0f4 De5 14.8e2 95 15.4d3 Bc4 16.41 
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Position after: 16.cl 


(1-0 (40) Milanovic, D (2421) — Rajlich, V (2337) Belgrade 2001) 16...axe4! A typical sacrifice to 
open a file for a rook. 17.fxe4 [17.Axe4 @xe3 18.Wxe3 £5 19.Adf2 fxe4 Black clearly succeeds in 
the attack. 20.Axe4 2f5—+ The two bishops have cosmic power.] 17...2xc3+ 
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Position after: 17... &xc3+ 


18.Wxc3 [18.bxc3 Bxe4 19.2f2 2¢4 White cannot fend off Black’s attack 20.2a2 Wf6 21.h3 &xe2 
22.8xe2 Hae8 23.Exe4 Exed+ 24.Hf1 Be3 25.Wd1 Wxc3 26.Ael Wd2 27. Wxd2 Axd2+ 28.%¢1 
He2—+] 18...A0xe3 19.263 24 20.04 gx 21.Wxe3 fxg? 22.0xe2 We5—+ 


13...Ae5 14.Aec3 Ah5 
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Position after: 14...Qh5 
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15.2xh6 


Maybe 15.2e2 f5 16.0-0 (1-0 (37) Hauchard, A (2510) — Al Modiahki, M (2410) Cappelle-la-Grande 
1997) 16...4h4!N 
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Position after: 16...W{h4!N 


17.f4 [17.2xh6?? 2xh6 18.W%xh6 f4 19.8f2 Be7—-+] 17...0g4 18. 2x04 Wxe4 19.Hf2 Wh4 20.g3 We7oo 
Black has managed to create good play. 


15...2xh6 16.4%xh6 Wh4+ 17.Af2 2d7 
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Position after: 17...8d7 


18.a5 


18.We3 (4-% (32) Refalo, J (2351) — Vaccher, A ICCF email 2018) 18...£5 19.a5 Zeb8 20.2e2 “4 
21.%f1 [Instant loss follows 21.0-02? Wg5—+] 21...Axe2 22.Wxe2 b5 23.axb6 Exb6 24.93 Wh5 25.f4 


Wxe2+ 26.exe2 Bxb2++ 


18...2ab8 19.Wd2 
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Position after: 19.“d2 
0-1 (64) Shabaev, V (2086) — Guerra, R (2217) ICCF email 2019. 


19...b5 20.axb6 2xb6 21.8xa6 Bxa6 22.2xa6 Af4 23.hd1 A\xg2 24.Ad3 Axf3 25.Wixg2 Ra8 
26.493 Bxa6 27.Wxh4 Axh4F 


ta 


Position after: 27... Axh4¥ 


With powerful blows in different parts of the board, Black tore the white position apart. 


Conclusions: White is trying to create problems for Black by provoking ...h6, but if Black manages 
to create counterplay on the opposite flank in time, he can successfully seize the initiative. 
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Chapter 5 
4\ge2 Systems 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 5 — Age2 Systems 

1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.4c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.€4 g6 
a) 7.0ge2 

b) 7.243 297 8. ge2 


a) 7.2 ge2 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.Age2!? 
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Position after: 7.Age2!? 


White is trying without loss of time to strengthen his center and open the dark-squared diagonals to 
solve the problem of mobilizing his kingside. Surprising as it may seem, in this variation Black’s 
essential task is to prevent this knight from finding a reliable haven. In connection with the above, we 
offer the following idea! 


7...n5! 


With this move, Black kindly invites the knight to g3... Therefore, White has to look for something 
else. 


8.225 


It’s time to choose a place of deployment for the bishop. It clearly has no place on e3, but you can 
think about another option. 


8.2f4 White tries to impede the development of Black’s queen’s knight and bishop. 8...a6 9.a4 297 
10.¥/d2 0-0 Black has no need to rush. 11.f3 Ah7 12.Ad1 
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Position after: 12.d1 


All this was played in the game Lautier, J (2663) — Bricard, E (2454) Val d’Isere 2002, which White 
won in 54 moves. Now a promising line for Black is 12...f5 13.exf5 &xf5 14.0e3 We7 15.Axf5 Exf5 
16.0-0-0 @d7 and both players have the same plan: attack the enemy monarch! 


8...297 


Position after: 8...227 
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9.4c1 


In reply to the thematic 9.%/d2 perhaps Black can play as follows. 9...a6 10.a4 [White’s fianchetto 
brings nothing positive. 10.g3?! (0-1 (31) Scripcaru, G (2177) — Fawzy, A (2431) Tirana 2018) 
10...b5 11.2g2 Abd7 12.0-0 0-0 13.f4 &b6 14.eh1 b4 15.Ad1 e8F Black has achieved his opening 
objectives.] 10...0-0 11.Acl Wa5 12.2a3 He8 13.£3 Abd7 14.2e2 We5 15.0-0 Ah7 
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Position after: 15...h7 


Y ie oe 
(Miwa 


oe 


A) White can try to trade the dangerous bishop by 16.2h6, to which Black replies with the typical 
strike 16...f5. Any self-respecting Modern Benoni player must have this idea in his arsenal. 17.2xg7 
xg7 18.Ab3 Wd8 19.f4 Af7 20.2d3 
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Position after: 20. 2.d3 


Y%-Y; (27) Mason, I (2286) — Squires, M (2314) ICCF email 2017. Time for a novelty: 20...af6!N 
21.exf5 2xf5. White’s bishop in this position is strong, so it must be traded. 22.2xf5 gxf5 23.Wd3 
b5! 
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Position after: 23...b5! 


Another standard demolition of White’s pawn center. 24.axb5 axb5 25.2xa8 Wxa8 26.Axb5 “@xd5 
27.Ac3 Ae3 28.263 “g4doo The game could end in any of the three possible results, but based on my 
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preferences, I would play it for Black. 
B) 16.2¢3 £5 17.h3 2d7 
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Position after: 17...8d7 


Black has arranged his pieces very harmoniously and has managed to unravel the tangle that had 
appeared as a result of the lack of space. There follows 18.0b3 Wc7 19.Wcl [19.Wc2 Af6F] 
19...Af7 with pressure on the e-file and the e4-pawn. At the same time, the threat of a breakthrough 
with ...b5 is constantly hanging over White’s head. 


9...0-0 10.2e2 
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Position after: 10. 8.e2 
This was played in the game Gurevich, M (2667) — Shcherbakov, R (2558) Neum 2000, 1-0 (28). 
10...We8!N 
Black moves away from the pin and at the same time threatens to win the e4-pawn. 
11.%c2 2d7 12.264 


On g5 clearly the bishop now has nothing to do, so it switches to attack the d6-pawn which has been 
weakened by the queen’s move. 
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Position after: 12.24 
12...We7 13.0-0 Bc8 
Black chooses to play on the queenside. 
14.f3 c4 
A typical space capture. 


15.a4 h4 16.295 h3 17.3 Dabo 
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Position after: 17... a6 


The game is not so simple; the opponents expect an uncompromising struggle! 


va 


Conclusions: If White tries to solve the problem of developing his king’s knight by transferring it to 
the queenside, readers should consider the idea related to the ...c4 move, completely restricting the 


knight in its camp. 
_b) 7.203 297 8.Age2 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 96 7.2d3 
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Position after: 7. 2d3 


This continuation cannot even be called secondary; it stands in the third level of importance, but still 
is not without venom. Throughout its existence, the option has always been in the shadow of more 
successful schemes. Some players have chosen it in order to get off the beaten track and knock the 
opponent out of his preparation. True, it has been played by world champions and prominent 
grandmasters, but we must record that its the best years are behind. At the elite level, a cross has been 
laid on its grave. 


7.2d3 began to be used in the 1950s and retained some popularity until the mid-70s, but it has not 
been named after any particular player. But when a player has the proper qualifications, the moment 
of realization comes that from a practical point of view you need to try everything and check the 
position and the opponent for strength. This idea is no exception. In fact, the move does not have a 
serious flaw; White develops his pieces and keeps his bishop on the fl-a6 diagonal. White also over- 
protects the e4-pawn, which Black constantly looks at, licking his lips. 


And yet there is a drawback to it, even two: the bishop can be hit by the pawn-push ...c5-c4, or by a 
knight on eS. In different years, with varying degrees of success, this option was used as White by 
GMs Timman, Miles, Razuvaev, Yusupov, Romanov, Epishin, Savchenko, and Granda Zuniga. They 
were opposed by such prominent players as Tal, Suetin, Keres, Eliskases, Matulovic, Portisch, 
Ljubojevic, Psakhis, Nunn, Dolmatov, and Ponkratov. Kasparov and Spassky played these positions 
for both colors. 


7...227 8.Age2 
8.h3 0-0 9.4 £3 is transposing into the line with Af3 (Chapter 3). In this chapter, we are focused on 
8.Age?2. 
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Position after: 9...a6 
10.a4 


A) 10.&b1 doesn’t bode well for White in view of 10...b5 11.64 cxb4 12.&xb4 (Nanjo, R — Dowden, 
R (2191) Bled 2002) 12...Abd7 13.a4 Wa5 14.8b1 Ac5 15.axb5 Afd7 16.2b2 Aes 17.Zal Was 
18.2c2 ®c4 19.2cl Bb8 20.bxa6 &xa6F. Black has seized the initiative. 


B) 10.2g5 White begins attacking without preventing the opponent’s counterplay. It looks bold, but 
dangerous. There could follow 10...b5 11.%d2 Abd7 12.43 
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Position after: 12.3 


(Gehret, A — Boeringer, A Germany 1995) 12...c4 13.2c2 b4 14.Ace2 a5 15.4\d4 “b6F Black’s 
position is to be preferred. 
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Position after: 10...@bd7 


White has a fairly wide range of ideas here. 
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11.h3 


A) 11.4g3!? &b8 12.h3 Played in order to ward off the black knight’s attack on the g4-square, 
freeing the f-pawn for more significant accomplishments than simply protecting the e4-pawn and 
the problem point g4. 12...e8 
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Position after: 12...0e8 


Al) 13.8e3 Ac7 [14.a5 b5 15.axb6 &xb6 16.2a2 % (49) Wiedenkeller, M (2431) — Amonatov, F 
(2602) Khanty-Mansiysk 2010. A good move for Black here is 16...Ab50 and the whole game still 
lies ahead.] After the classic 14.!%/d2 Black solves his opening problems by 14...b5 15.axb5 @xb5 
16.Axb5 axb5 17.2h6 &2xh6 18.4%xh6 c4 19.2e2 W6F 0-1 (29) Piesina, G (2405) — Pigusov, E 
(2535) Katowice 1991. 


A2) 13.f4 Ac7 14.a5 bS 15.axb6 Exb6 16.2h1 
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Position after: 16.2h1 


(Nicoara, M (2252) — Skripchenko, A (2456) France 2004) Now 16...W/h4 17.Age2 Ab5t gives 
Black an active position. 


B) 11.f4 Wa5 12.5%a3 c4 
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Position after: 12...c4 


The very idea that was discussed in the introduction to the variation. White has to play. 13.2b1 [not 
13.2xc4 Wc5+ winning the bishop] 13...Ac5 14.h3 (4-% (49) Vinot, S (2520) — Neto, H (2457) 


258 


ICCF email 2000). 14...2d7 15.Ag3 Bae8 16.f5 Ab3 17.2c3 Wd8 18.k2h1 bSF 


Position after: 18...b5+ 
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Black is better. The pawn majority on the queenside and the weakness of White’s dark squares tip 


the scales in his favor. 


C) 11.225 WeS5 The second idea, hitting the unhappy bishop with the knight. White has to lose time; 
in a half-open position it is undesirable to allow the exchange on d3. 12.2c2 h6 13.2h4 g5 14.293 
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Position after: 15.&b1 


(Plahuta, D — Kaspret, G (2320) Ljubljana 1997) 15...2d7 16.4 gxf4 17.2xf4 b5+ Black’s pieces 
are much better coordinated. 


D) A crude attempt to steal the d6-pawn does not bring any special benefits. If 11.2f4 then 11...W%c7 


12.&cl Ah5 and the persecution of the bishops suddenly begins. 13.2e3 Ae5 14.2b1 Ac4 15.2895 
h6 16.2d2 


YeKsy, 


% G 


Se Pe 


Position after: 16.2d2 


Not finding a suitable refuge for itself, the bishop returns home (0-1 (40) Gonzalez Valenzuela, D 
(2045) — Lamas Baliero, P (2180) Castelldefels 2004). Now Black can gain the advantage. 16...b5 
17.axb5 Wb7 18.bxa6 Wxb2 19.2c2 &xa6 20.2b1 Wa3 21.A0b5 2xb5 22.2xb5 @xd2 23.Wxd2 Efb8+ 
Black’s position is more promising, and the pawn on c5 may soon become a real threat. 


E) 11.£3 This formation is less promising for White than in the Kapengut line. 11...e5 12.2c2 Bb8 
13.f4 Ac4 14.63 


AD 


Teves 


Srceset 
- 


eet 


Cee 


a Nw ft Oa ON O 
\ 
[to 
SS 
\ 


a 
a be 
ae 
a 
a 


Y LCN, A pi 

“Y 

VALLELS Vs yi 
y fla Ke 
iy oS “7 DEV, 


Position after: 14.b3 


(Lida Garcia, F (2165) — Niegovich, J Olivos 1993) 14...8a5 15.h3 He8 16.8%a2 b5 17.axb5 axb5 
18.e5 dxe5 19.fxe5 Exe5! 20.2f4 Ah5 21.2xe5 2xe5 Black’s bishops offset the loss of the 
exchange. 


F) 11.2h1 White is preparing to advance pawns in the center. 11...Ae5 12.2c2 
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Position after: 12. 8.c2 


(Kovachev, D (2256) — Ulvin, D (2178) Oslo 2015) 12...2d7 13.f4 Ac4 14.2b1 b5 15.63 Da5 


261 


16.Ag3 &c8 17.axb5 axb5 18.h3 b4 19.4 ce2 Bb5co It all depends on who will better implement his 
plan. 


11...Ae5 12.2c2 Bb8 13.f4 Ded7 


= eS 


Position after: 13...0ed7 
14.2.d3!? 


An interesting idea to try to prevent the breakthrough by the b-pawn. 


A) Perhaps White should try some prophylaxis. 14.25 b5 15.axb6 Bxb6 16.¢4 Ae8 17.2g2 Ac7 
18.2d3 Be8oo (Schaefer, U (2419) — Los, A (2368) ICCF email 2016) Both sides have clear game 
plans. Black plans to send the c7-knight via b5 to the center, and the ...f5 explosion could be 
playable. 


B) 14.4g3?! is unconvincing. Black immediately strikes on the queenside. 14...b5 15.axb5 axb5 
16.e5 dxe5 17.f5 A typical pawn sacrifice with the goal of blocking the diagonal of the bishop and 
creating an outpost for the knights on e4. 17...c4 18.295 
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Position after: 18.225 


(0-1 (65) Braun, M (2216) — Virag, A (2270) Hungary 2013) 18...2b7 19.d6 %/b6+ 20.2h2 e4 
21.Acxe4 &xe4 22.4)xe4 xed 23.2xe4 &xb2F The b5- and c4-pawns represent a real threat, even 
if White has his own play on the other flank. 


14...b5 15.axb5 axb5 
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Position after: 15...axb5 
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16.Axb5 


16.2xb5 &xe4 Clearly, exchanging a flank pawn for the central one is to Black’s advantage. The 
game may go on 17.@xe4 &xb5 18.4xd6 Bb4 19.2d2 Sxb2 20.2c3 &xc3 21.Axc3 Afb 22.4xc8 
Wxc8=, 


i ee Pl ee 


Position after: 22...Wixc8= 


There is equality on the board, with a limited amount of material left. It will not be easy for either 
side to try to win. 


16... b6 
An important intermediate move. There is a threat of 17...c4+, winning the d3-bishop. 


17.2h2 Axe4 18.4\a7 
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Position after: 18.a7 
Moussard, J (2426) — Libiszewski, F (2480) Caen 2011, 0-1 (58). 
18...Af2!N 


The opponents take turns exchanging blows. Getting confused and missing something important is 
very easy. 


19.8xf2 c4 20.28f3 exd3 21.Axc8 Bfxc8 22.8xd3 Ze8t 
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Position after: 22... &e8t 


Black’s pieces are clearly more active. This should compensate for the loss of the pawn. 


Conclusions: The bishop on d3 has no obvious defects, but it constantly falls under attack by enemy 
pieces: a knight from e5 and a pawn from c4. Due to the fact that it is difficult for the bishop to find a 
decent location, it’s hard for White to count on an advantage. 
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Chapter 6 
Be5 & &b5 Systems 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 26 


EASLWSee Ejo 


Chapter Guide 


Chapter 6 — 2¢5 & &b5 Systems 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.4c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 
a) 4.225 alternative 

b) 7.243 287 8.h3 0-0 9.295 

c) 7.2b5+ 


a) 4.2¢5 alternative ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.2.95 
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Position after: 4.225 


White immediately tries to take the bull by the horns and pins the black knight. In the following 
subchapter, this move does not lead to anything good, so long as Black reacts correctly. This option 
has not won popularity among strong players. 


4...exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Ac3 26 7.Af3 297 
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Position after: 7...227 
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8.e4 


An alternative idea is the Kramnik knight maneuver to aim at c4 by 8.@d2. Now Black aggressively 
demands that the bishop decide on its plans for the future. 8...h6 9.22h4 There is no other way; 
certainly not exchanging on f6, leaving Black’s dark-squared bishop as master of the diagonals. 9...g5 
10.223 “h5 
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Position after: 10...®h5 


In this position, White has a number of continuations. We select the main ones. 


A) 11.4c4 Now White threatens 12.Axd6+. Therefore it is necessary to play 11...axg3 12.hxg3 0- 
0. Despite owning the h-file, White cannot organize a worthwhile attack on the king. The bishop is 
the guarantor of a calm life for Black. Positions of this type have been known for more than 50 years 
and often arise in lines of the Queen’s Gambit Declined. My coach Alexander Zakharov was at one 
time a well-known specialist in these structures in the Soviet Union and indeed in the world. 
Zakharov qualified for the finals of the USSR Championship several times and considered such 
structures as his favorites. In them he caused great difficulties for the strongest players. 
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Position after: 12...0-0 


Al) On 13.e4 comes 13...a6 14.a4 We7 15.%e3, a typical knight maneuver that we still encounter 
today (4-% (59) Carlsen, M (2484) — Janssen, R (2489) Wijk aan Zee 2004). 15...Ad7!? 


, Y 
ie 
GLNG 


+ ie 2 es 


e "| da h 
Position after: 15...0d7 


16.203 [Not 16.4 £5?! due to the intermediate exchange 16... 16...2xc3+ 17.bxc3 Wxe4++ and it 
turns out that Black with this check kills the most important central pawn. The knight is forced to 
move back to e3 and after (18.Ae3) 18...&g¢7 no compensation is visible.] 16...Ae5 17.2c2 2d7 
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18.f4 Ag6 19.83 £5 
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Position after: 19...f5 


The king is stuck in the center. With an energetic blow, Black opens the position. 20.exf5 [on 20.0- 
0-0 exchanges are possible by 20...fxe4 21.Wxe4 Wxe4 22.Axe4 oxf4 23.gxf4 Axf4oo and Black’s 
two bishops look promising] 20...gxf4 21.¢xf4 Hae8 Black threatens to strike on e3. 22.ed2 Wf6 
The aim is 23...W%/d4+ and 24...2xf4 when the attack on the king becomes threatening. Therefore 
White strengthens his barricade. 23.g3 Wd4+ 24.2d3 &xf50o The whole game is ahead. 
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Position after: 13...W8e7 


14.2d3 [The more passive 14.2e2 poses no problem after 14...&d8 15.0-0 Ad7 16.a4 Ae5 
17.@xe5 ('4-% (44) Botvinnik, M — Tal, M Moscow 1960). 17...2xe5 18.a5 Hb8 19.8a2 2d7= And 
Black has seized the initiative.] 14...0d7 15.0b5 Af6 16.abxd6 Axd5 Black is not afraid to open 
the game. 17.Axc8 BZaxc8 18.2h7+?! &xh7 19.Wxd5 
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Position after: 19.Wxd5 


(Bonin, J (2419) — De Firmian, N (2570) New York 2000). 19...b5 20.Ad6 Scd8 21.0-0-0 2g8 
22.4 Sfe8 23.2d2 WS 24.f4 gxf4 25.oxf4 2d4 26.8xd4 cxd4 27.e5 Heb 28.Wxd4 Hexd6 29.exd6 
Exd6+ 


B) 11.c3 Axg3 12.hxg3 Ad7 
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Position after: 12...0d7 


13.Ac4 [13.Wc2 Ae5 14.8b5+ (Geller, E (2575) — Malaniuk, V (2460) Moscow 1983) 14...&8 
Black is not concerned about the loss of castling rights. 15.f3 h5 16.a4 W/f6F The position is full of 
life.] 13...Ae5 14.Axe5 &xe5 15.2d3 2d7 16.Wic2 
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Position after: 16.¥c2 


This was played in Lechtynsky, J (2455) — Luther, T (2425) Namestovo 1987, 1-0 (73). 16...%e7 
17.2f5 0-0-0 18.¢4 &b8 19.%e2 Now it’s White’s turn to forgo castling! 19... 19...a6 20.2ab1 Ede8 
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21.a3 f6+ On e5 the bishop looks very solid. 
C) 11.4%a4+ 


a < Cc ark e = La - 
Position after: 11.4a4+ 


Trying to change the situation on the board, the queen takes the reins of government into her own 
hands, trying to quickly cause problems to the black monarch and destabilize the situation. Black 
has the following interesting resource. 11...f8 12.e3 [12.%c2 Axg3 13.hxg3 Ad7 14.e3 transposes 
into a position that we examined earlier] 12...axg3 13.hxg3 @d7 14.Wc2 h5N 15.2e2 We5S 16.0-0-0 
a6 
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Position after: 16...a6 


The attack is more important than the pawn! 17.2xh5 g4 18.f3 b5 19.8dfl c4= With mutual threats 
and attacks on the enemy kings. However, I prefer Black. 


8...a6 
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Position after: 8...a6 
9.4\d2 


If 9.a4 Black advantageously trades his problem light-squared bishop with 9...22¢4. 10.2e2 2xf3 
11.2xf3 0-0 12.0-0 Be8. Black has solved his opening problems. See Chapter 1. 


9...h6 
Forcing the bishop to determine which diagonal it will operate on. 


10.2h4 b5 
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Position after: 10...b5 


11.2e2 


The typical undermining operation in such positions does not enable White to get an advantage. 11.a4 
b4 12.Acb1 0-0 13.2d3 Xe8 14.0-0 Abd7 
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Position after: 14...@bd7 


A) White can play 15.f3, as in 4-2 (46) Levitt, J (2295) — De Firmian, N London 1982, but in this 
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case a black knight immediately arrives on the e5-outpost. 5. 15...Ae5 16.2e2 95 
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Position after: 16...g5 


Remember this structure. This is how we can save the outpost for the knight. As you can see, our 
choice of which pawn to move, f, g or h, depends on the specific positions and requirements that 

they impose on us. In this case, the priority is to keep the outpost, so we move ...g5. 17.293 Afd7 
18.2h1 a5 19.2a2 Ab6 20.b3 £57 Black is opening the center. 


B) 15.f4 Wc7 Moving away from the pin. 16.W/f3 c4 17.8cl1 
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Position after: 17.8c1 


Again it’s not good to capture on c4 due to the weakness of the e4-pawn. This position occurred in 
in Sorin, A (2470) — Ginzburg, M (2400) Buenos Aires 1994, 1-0 (45). Now I suggest 17...g5!? 
White can’t take on g5 because of the double hit after ...Ae5. Therefore, White makes good use of 
an intermediate move. 18.&xc4 Wd8 19.293 Ac5 20.2xb4 &g4 21.Wfl Bb8 22.2xb8 Wxb8 23.Ha2 
exf4 24. 2xf4 Wb4 
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Position after: 24...Wib4 


All the black pieces have taken up very active positions, giving positional compensation for the lost 
material. 25.2c4 Acxe4 26.4 xe4 Exe4 27.Ad2 Hd4 28.b3 HAe4 29.4)xe4 Hdl 30.h3 To stem Black’s 
onslaught, White is forced to surrender his queen in exchange for a couple of pieces. 30...&xf1+ 
31.&xfl &d1F White’s compensation is insufficient. 


11...0-0 12.8%c2 Abd7 


278 


Position after: 12...@bd7 
13.a4 


The more passive 13.0-0 allows Black to capture space on the queenside. 13...c4 


A) 14.a4 now looks a bit late in the piece. 14...&b8 15.axb5 axb5 16.b4 cxb3 
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Position after: 16...cxb3 


17.¥4xb3 [After 17.4xb3 Black makes fast progress with tempo-gaining moves. 17...&%c7 18.W/d3 
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De5 19.We3 Wc4 20.2xc4 Ag4 21.Wd2 Wxc4—+ White cannot avoid material losses, 0-1 (24) Mohr, 
S (2466) — Blechzin, I (2320) St Ingbert 1992.] 17...Ac5 18.4%b4 @xd5 A beautiful strike based on a 
discovered attack. 19.2xd8 @xb4 20.2c7 (0-1 (40) Polgar, Z (2430) — Suba, M (2505) Dortmund 
1985) 20...d7 


+ we ono Ss oo 


Position after: 20... 2.d7 


21.2acl [exchanging does not help: 21.2xb8 &xb8 22.hacl Abd3 23.8c2 Af4 24.93 b4 25.gxf4 
bxc3 26.Ac4 Axe4—t] 21...Abd3 22.2xd6 b4 23.A0d5 Axcl 24.8xcl Aa4 25.2xb8 Zxb8t The c- 
and d-pawns look menacing. 


B) 14.b4 cxb3 15.axb3 2b7 16.Bacl &c8 17.4%b1 Wb6 18.Ha2 
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Position after: 18.@a2 
Hulak, K (2564) — Fercec, N (2433) Pula 2001. 18...2fe8 19.2f3 @e5 Black sends all available 
forces charging into battle! 20.2e2 g5 21.293 Ag6 22.Wd3 h5+ Black is already much better. White 


wasted too much time. 


13...b4 14.0d1 &e8 
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Position after: 14...&e8 
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15.4e3 


A) After 15.0-0 the e2-bishop is under x-ray attack by the black rook. Another typical tactical strike 
follows. 15...¢5 16.293 @xd5 17.Ac4 Af4 
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Position after: 17... Af4 


A1) White has to to take the knight. In case of 18.4xd6 Black fires a tactical barrage including a 
fork, distraction of the queen and a pin. 18...b3 19.W/d2 eS 20.4\c3?! Ha7! 
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Position after: 20...&a7! 
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21.8fd1 Bd7 22.2xf4 gxf4 23.Wd5 Be6 24.0xf7 V2-% (44) Alburt, L (2510) — Gofshtein, L (2400) 
Ordzhonikidze 1978. Now Black could have won with 24...W/f8—+ inflicting material losses on his 
opponent. White cannot take the rook on e6 because of ...2xd1+ and ...2xe6. 

A2) 18.2xf4 gxf4 19.Axd6 He6 20.45 (Lubas, J (2452) — Emelyanov, M (2402) ICCF email 
2008) 
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Position after: 20. Af 


20...Ae5 21.Wxc5 2f8 22.Wcl Ag6 23.3 Be8 24.02 We5 25.0h3 W6 26.2d1 b3 27.2f1 2xf5 

28.exf5 Bac8 29.Wd2 Wxf5+ The coordination and activity of the black pieces is clearly better. 
B) The slow 15.f3 (0-1 (34) Tatai, S (2480) — Hulak, K (2525) Amsterdam 1977) allows Black to 
gain a foothold in the center. Now Black could play 15...W%c7 16.Ac4 Ah5 17.0-0 Ab6 18.Ade3 g5 
19.2f2 Af4 20.Bfel Axc4 21.2xc4 “g6co 
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Position after: 21... 0 g60 
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The position is not clear, but Black has definitely solved his opening problems. 


15...b3! 


Position after: 15...b3! 


16.8b1 
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A) The pawn is unprotected, but unassailable. Opening the b-file leads to disaster. 16.4%/d3 2b8 
17.Hec4 (1-0 (28) Montecatine Rios, R — Almarza Mato, C CServe email 1991) There could follow 
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Position after: 17...a5 
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18.0-0 [18.Axd6? Ae5—+ the trap slammed shut on the knight] 18...&b4 19.f4 @b6+ Black has a 
serious advantage. He is offering a poisoned pawn for the third time! Now on 20.4xa5 2d4 21.%c3 
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the white pieces have become targets of attack, especially the queen. 


A1) If White accepts the battle, there ensues 22.2xd8 Axc3 23.bxc3 [23.2f3 Exd2 24.2xb6 Exb2+ 
material losses are inevitable] 23...2xd2 24.Axb3 Eb2. White has a difficult position. 


A2) 22.Axe4 Wixh4—+ 
B) 16.Wxb3 2b8 17.%c2 95 18.223 Axed 
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Position after: 18...xe4 


19.Axe4 [19.Adc4 Bb4F] 19...2xb2 20.W/d3 Bxe4 21. xe4 8c3+ 22.f1 Bb4 Black recoups the 
rook while keeping an overwhelming position. 


16...%a5 17.Aec4 Yb4 18.0-0 
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Position after: 18.0-0 


This was played in the game Foisor, O (2400) — Pokojowczyk, J (2450) Polanica Zdroj 1982, 1-0 


(40). 


Now we follow my analysis. 


18...a5 


White can’t take on d6 because the knight on d2 would remain unprotected. 


19.2d1 2a6 


Now a pin. 


20.f3 Axd5 


Once again, a typical blow based on an x-ray attack by the rook. 


21.8a3 Af4 22.2f1 Ae5S 23.8xb3 Wad 24.8a3 Wh4 25.2b3 Wxb3 
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Position after: 25...Wixb3 
Black’s pieces are clearly more active, so much so that he can sacrifice his queen too! 


26.Axb3 2xc4 27.Wc2 2d3 28.2xd3 Dexd3 29.8xd3 Axd3 30.Wxd3 a4 31.Acl 2xb2 32.0a2 
Keb8 33.h3 2e5+ 


Black has very serious compensation for his sacrifice. 
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Position after: 33... 2e5+ 
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Conclusions: The early attack by the bishop brings White only problems. The bishop becomes a 
target for Black’s pieces. We have come up with the idea of placing a knight on eS and strengthening 
the outpost by moving a pawn to the g5-square. We also considered the blow on d5 exploiting the 
rook x-ray along the e-file. 


( b) 7.2d3 287 8.h3 0-0 9.225 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 26 


a 


Position after: 6...26 
7.243 


It’s not clear what to do with the knight on g1 after 7.2e2 297 8.225 0-0 9.Wd2 Ze8 10.f3 a6 11.a4 
We7 12.a5 (%4-% (49) Benjamin, J (2575) — Larsen, B (2570) Hastings 1987). 


Position after: 12.a5 


Since White has focused on the kingside, we should immediately start to undermine his position on 
the opposite flank. 12...b5 13.axb6 Wxb6 14.2d1 a5 15.Age2 2a6 16.0-0 Abd7= Black is better. 
White has spent too much time trying to organize his pieces, without success. 


7...227 8.h3 


Deviations from this line with 8.Age2 are considered in Chapter 5. 
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Position after: 8.h3 
8...0-0 9.295 
9.4)£3 This position has been studied in detail in Chapter 3. 


9...2e8 10.Af3 c4 
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Position after: 10...c4 


The idea that occurs constantly in our book and which you, dear reader, need to play. The idea is 
simple: distraction. White faces a choice: either exchange his central pawn for a flank one, or give up 
space on the queenside. More often the lesser of the evils is the second. Complicating matters is a 
king who did not manage to castle. 


11.2c2 b5 

Without delay. 

12.a3 

12.0-0 a6 13.&%d2 Abd7 14.a3 Black has a full game. 


12...Abd7 13.0-0 Dc5 
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Position after: 13...@c5 
14.Hel 


Black gains compensation if White takes the b-pawn. 14.Axb5 2a6 15.Ac3 h6 16.2xf6 Wxf6 17.2b1 
Hab8 18.2£e1 Hb7 19.Wcl Ad3 20.2xd3 cxd3 21.4 d2 Hc8 
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Position after: 21...&c8 


It’s reminiscent of Black’s pressure on the queenside in the Benko Gambit. 22.We3 Rcb8 23.Hecl 
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Exb2 24.W4xa7 Bxb1 25.2xb1 Bxb1+ 26.Axb1 Wb2 27.Wa8+ Gh7 28.Abd2 Wxa3= In the upcoming 
fight, the bishops with the d3-pawn look intimidating, %-'2 (31) Kiselev, V (2348) — Nefedov, S 
(2543) ICCF email 2015. 


14...8%b6 
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Position after: 14...8b6 
15.%d2 


Transferring the dark-squared bishop to the main diagonal achieves only equality. 15.2e3 a5 16.2d4 
Afd7 17.2xg7 &xe7 18.Wd4+ &e8 19.We3 
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Gnutov, Y (2494) ICCF email 2012) Now Black should play 


oie 


19...Ae5 20.Axe5 dxe500 with pressure on the queenside. 


(“4-4 (59) Biedermann, T (2412) 


Position after: 19.%e3 


15...a5 
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Position after: 15...a5 


16.e5 


An interesting idea is centralization aiming for a breakthrough in the center with 16.2ad1?! (4-% (29) 
L’Ami, A (2324) — Delaney, K (2203) Bunratty 2017). However, White is not ready for an intense 
battle, for example 16...2d7 17.e5 dxe5 18.@xe5 b4 19.4xd7 Acxd7 20.He2 c3 21.bxc3 b3 22.2b1 
a4 23.d6 Ae4 24.2xe4 Bxed 25.23 Wab+ 
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Position after: 25...Wa6+ 
Black’s future looks bright. 


16...dxe5 17.Axe5 2f5! 18.2xf5! Ab3 19.4 
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Position after: 19.f4 

So far this is Rogozenco, D (2480) — Marin, M (2515) Bucharest 1993. 

19... Ah5!N 

The knight has taken up a dream position for a player who prefers dynamics. 


20.Ad7 Axal 21.8xal &b7 22.Wigd exf5 23.Wixf5 h6 24.8e3 Bad8 25.Ac5 Wc8 26.Wxh5 Bxe3 
27.fxe3 WixcS5F 


= ee 


Position after: 27...Wixc5S¥ 


Black understood the tactical complications better and got an advantage without any doubt. 


The bishop is clearly stronger than the knight, while the white pawns on d5 and e3 are clearly weak. 
( c) 7.2b5+ 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.2b5+ 
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Position after: 7.&b5+ 


Such “pokes” are always unpleasant, so we need to be armed with the right information to deal with 
them. The idea of this move is to upset Black’s development patterns. In the case of 7...2.d7, naturally 
no exchange will follow as White understands perfectly well that if you swap off a couple of light 
pieces, there can be no talk of an advantage. Therefore White retreats the bishop, or bolsters it with 
a2-a4, and the bishop on d7 is just hampering the development of the whole queenside. After 
7...2bd7 Black has lost the chance of playing the thematic ...@\a6-c7. And yet, with the right reaction, 
Black will solve his opening problems. Because it involves a loss of time, the bishop check is not 
popular among skilled players. 


7...807!? 


7...Abd7!? cannot be discounted and indeed seems more accurate. 


A) 8.4 f3 &27 9.0-0 0-0 10.a4 a6 11.8e2 Be8 12.Ad2 Ae5 13.Wc2 
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Position after: 13.¥c2 


We come to a classic position of the Modern Benoni system, in which thousands of games have 
been played. 13...b6 14.h3 (1-0 (56) Vegjeleki, A (2320) — Rizzo, R (2331) ICCF email 2014) Now 
I recommend 14...¢5 15.f4 gxf4 16.2xf4 Gh8 17.22 Bg8z2 and the fight is in full swing. 


B) 8.a4 227 9.43 0-0 10.0-0 a6 
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Position after: 10...a6 


11.2d3 [11.2e2 He8 12.Ad2 He5 13.Wc2 leads to the position considered in the previous variation] 
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11..A¢4 12.225 Wb6 13.Wd2 Ages 14.4xe5 @xe5 15.a5 Wc7 16.2e2 (52 With an obscure 
struggle. 


8.a4 


White gains nothing with 8.2xd7+ Abxd7 9.Af3 297 10.0-0 0-0 11.2f4 Bes. 
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Position after: 11...8&e8 


With the exchange of bishops, Black has no problems with the arrangement of his pieces, so the lack 
of space has practically no effect. 12.2e1 b5 13.Axb5 Axe4 14.0d2 Adf6 15.Ac4 Wd7 16.a4 WES 
17.2e3 Wxd5 18.8cl Wc6 19.Acxd6 Bad8 
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Position after: 19...&ad8 


20.Axe8 Exd1 21.A0xf6+ 2xf6 22.2cxd1 a6 23.13 axb5 24.axb5 Wxb5 25.fxe4 &xb2 26.8d5 Wb4 
27.Sed1 h5 28.2xc5 Wxe4= It’s difficult for the players to count on any result other than a draw. 


8...287 9.D£3 0-0 
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Position after: 9...0-0 


10.0-0 
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After 10.4d2 Black is no longer afraid of the exchange. 10...2xb5 11.axb5 “bd7 12.0-0 Be8 13.h3 


Position after: 13.h3 


This was played in Zurano Lopez, P (2261) — Mendivil Anton, D Cala Mendia 2001, 0-1 (49). Now a 
good line is 13...Ab6 14.8e1 Afd7 15.AB Ded 16.2f4 Axf3+ 17.W/xf3 Wf6co and Black is doing 
well. 


10...2.94 11.h3 &xf3 12.8 xf3 a6 13.2d3 Abd7 14.24 We7 15.2fel c42 


White did not gain anything out of the opening, and both sides have their chances. 
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Position after: 15...c€d2 
Conclusions: After 7.2d3, in order to get a full-fledged game, Black needs to prepare and conduct a 


typical pawn sacrifice on c4. White’s possession of the two bishops in this position does not pay any 
dividends. 
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Chapter 7 
f4 System 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f4 


Chapter Guide 


Chapter 7 — f4 System 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 26 7.f4 227 
a) 8.e5 

b) 8.AB 

c) 8.2b5+ Afd7 9.2e2 

d) 8.2b5+ FAT 9.a4 

e) 8.2b5+ Afd7 9.£3 (with 14.f5) 

f) 8.2b5+ Afd7 9.63 (with 14.%el) 

(a) 8.e5 

1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f4 


A poisonous option, which is difficult to understand without knowledge of the theory. It has many 
subtleties that we, dear reader, will consider. 


7...227 8.e5 


White straight away tries to scare his opponent. 
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8...Afd7 


SRE OR Riu Belk 


Position after: 8... fd7 
9.Ab5 


9.exd6 0-0 The doubled pawns are weak, and it’s time to hide the king. 10.Af3 @f6 11.2e2 Wxd6 
12.0-0 (Parginos, V (2105) — Stiri, A (2180) Heraklion 2005, 0-1 (29)) 12...Abd7 13.f5 Ab6 
Confusion reigns in White’s camp. He has pushed his pawns, but did not support them with pieces. 
As a result, a bunch of weaknesses have been formed, both pawns and squares. Material losses are 
inevitable. 
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Position after: 13...0b6 


VAY 
f gh 


14.fxg6 hxg6 15.Ag5 AfxdS 16.213 2d4+ 17.Lh1 Axc3 18.bxc3 2e5F White’s compensation for the 


pawn is not visible. 


9,..dxe5 10.Ad6+ %e7 11.Axc8+ 


Position after: 11.xc8+ 
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a0 G6 ad eT ¢ nt 


Making four moves with a knight to eat a bishop that has not made a single move and blocks its own 
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pieces is at the very least a dubious decision that is difficult to explain logically. I think that 
supporters of the classical chess approach will condemn such maneuvers. Nevertheless, everywhere 
there may be exceptions. We can recall one of the options in the Caro-Kann, where a white knight, 
having covered a huge distance, kills a bishop on f8. However, Black equalizes there. 


11...%xc8 12.0f3 Bd8! 


A move with two goals: to deprive the enemy of the check on d6 and to create an open space for the 
king on its way to shelter behind pawns. 


13.fxe5 Axe5 
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Position after: 13...0xe5 
14.Axe5 


A greedy player might go 14.2g5+ &f8 15.2xd8 and try to maintain equality by completing his 
development. Black needs to act as dynamically as possible. 15...W%xd8 
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Position after: 15...Wixd8 


A) 16.@xe5 looks sensible. It is known that with a material advantage, exchanges are usually 
beneficial. 16...2xe5 17.Wc2! Wxd5 [17...Wa5+ is better] 18.2c4 Wd4 


Position after: 18...Wid4 
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Not allowing White to castle. 19.8f1 £5 20.2d1 Wh4+ 21.g3 We7 And White has some murky 
chances like 22.2xf5+ gxf5 23.Wxf5+ 2f6+ 24.f1 &g7 25.We4+ Lh6 26.Wh3+=. So there is a 
draw at least, but White has the power to try to squeeze something more out of the undeveloped 
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state of Black’s queenside. 


B) 16.22 Axf3+ 17.2xf3 2xb2 18.2b1 


y ; Yj Vy ; 
Uj GYAN GFA 
S 6 a 7 


Position after: 18.2b1 


This position occurred in Grandelius, N (2570) — Hedman, E (2381) Falun 2012, 0-1 (50). Now 
some checks really get Black’s game going. 18...%a5+ 19.f2 2d4+ 20.2g3 We7+ 21.2h3 Ad7—-+ 
The position of the white monarch 1s not at all credible. Black has more than enough compensation 
for sacrificed exchange. 


14...2xe5 15.2.c4 


15.8e2 &f8 16.0-0 &g8F Black’s king has found a safe haven, the extra pawn remains, and the 
weakness on d5 is striking. 


15...2d4 
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Position after: 15...2.d4 


16.83 


Ya-Yo (32) Wojtyra, S (2330) — Gonzalez, B (2368) ICCF email 2015. 


If White suddenly changes his mind and decides that it is better late than never, then the black queen 
comes out with no less effect than in the previously considered version. 16.2g¢5+ &f8 17.2xd8 Wxd8 
18.We2 Wes 19.h4 Wo3+ 20.2d2 Ad7 21.2h3 (%4-% (65) Neumann, P (1719) — Offenborn, H (2110) 
GER email 2012). Now 21...W/d6! is a strong move. 22.Hel h5+ 


Position after: 22...h5+ 


Black has compensation for exchange: the enemy king stuck in the center, the strong dark-squared 
bishop, and the better piece coordination. 


16...2e8 17.2h6 Ld6+! 18.2e2 WES 


For now, the black king is in greater danger than White’s; therefore, Black needs to exchange White’s 
strongest piece. 
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Position after: 18... W8f5 


19.4 xf5 gxf5 20.8f1 Be4 21.8xf5 Ad7 22.ed2 £6 23.2f4+ Be5 24.2xe5+ fxe5 25.b3 Bh4 26.h3 
Ri4oo 
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Position after: 26... &f40 


With an unclear endgame. 


Cb) 8.013 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f4 297 8.Af3 0-0 9.2e2 He8 
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Position after: 9...2e8 
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White’s e4-pawn is already under fire. He must take decisive steps, or risk allowing Black to seize the 
initiative. 


10.e5 


A dynamic position with many ideas. 


An alternative to the text move could be the strengthening 10.Ad2 c4. 
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Position after: 10...c4 


A familiar push with the purpose of distracting one of White’s minor pieces. 


A) 11.0-0 b5 Once again, it’s not easy t to accept the gift due to the loss of the central e4-pawn. 
12.23 (Efimov, I (2520) — Isonzo, D (2250) Porto San Giorgio 2000) 12...b4!N 13.@a4 2a6 14.Bel 
2b5 15.e5 Otherwise it’s not clear why the variation was played. 15...dxe5 16.fxe5 Axd5 17.Axc4 
&xc4 18.63 Bxe5 
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Position after: 18...&xe5 


It’s hard to find a piece on the board that isn’t under attack. 19.2&xe5 2xe5 20.bxc4 &xal 21.Wxd5 
Ac6 22.Wixc6 Wd4+ 23.&f1 Ed8F Due to the unstable position of the white king, Black’s rook is 
stronger than two uncoordinated light pieces. 


B) 11.2xc4 Abd7 12.0-0 @ec5 
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Position after: 12...@c5 
B1) 13.e5 dxe5 14.fxe5 Bxe5 15.Af3 He8 16.Lh1 a6 17.04 Ace4 18.Axe4 Axed 19.84 b3 
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Position after: 19.¥8b3 
(0-1 (49) Toth, B (2395) — Velimirovic, D (2480) Budva 1981) 19...2¢4 20.8e3 c8 21.fael &xf3 
22.Exf3 Ad6+ The outpost on d6 gives Black’s position stability. 


B2) White can’t keep the extra pawn after 13.W/f3 (Shatko, D (2201) — Garcia Mosquera, D (2029) 
Barcelona 2013) 13...%b6 14.2h1 2¢4 15.43 Acxe4 16.Acxe4 Axe4 
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Position after: 16...xe4 


17.4xe4 [Excessive gluttony leads to death: 17.Wixg4 @f2+ 18.8xf2 Wxf2—-+. The first rank is too 
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weak.] 17...&xe4 18.2d3 &e2 An unexpected counterattack. 19.2xe4 &xfl 20.2e3 Wb5 21.a4 Wc4 
22.23 2xb2 23.2b1 Wd3 24.Wel He8 25.2xb2 Hxe3—+ Black’s position is much more active, 0-1 
(33) Gnilka, J — Versavel, F corr 1995. 


C) 11.a4 The following continuations are also possible. 11...4a6 12.0-0 @c5 Black increases the 
pressure on the e4-pawn. White is desperately trying to keep the pawn and prepare a typical 
breakthrough. 13.2f3 2d7 
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Position after: 13...2d7 


C1) 14.2h1 looks slow. 14...2c8 15.e5 dxe5 16.fxe5 Exe5 17.Axc4 Ze8 
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Position after: 17...&e8 


18.225 [on 18.4)d6 Black makes good use of a discovered attack 18... 18...2xa4 19.Axa4 Wxd6F] 
18...h6 19.2f4 @ce4 20.2xe4 Exc4 21.8c2 (0-1 (36) Charochkina, D (2371) — Khanin, S (2172) 
Voronezh 2012) 21...Ah5 22.2d2 @g3+ 23.hxg3 Bh4+ 


face? 
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Position after: 23...&h4+ 


The black rook feels right at home on the fourth rank. 24.%2g1 [the rook is untouchable: 24.¢xh4 
Wxh4+ 25.8¢1 2d4+ 26.22 Wxf2+ 27.eh2 Wh4#] 24...2d4+ 25.Rf2 Axf2+ 26.xf2 Woot 
27.%f1 Zh1# In his maneuvers with the light pieces White completely forgot about protecting his 
king, for which he paid the price. 


C2) A more promising move is 14.a5!? in order to stop the queen from taking up a strong post on 
b6. So Black brings a rook into battle. 14...&c8 15.e5 dxe5 16.fxe5 Bxe5 17.0xc4 He8 18.0d6 2a4 
19.8xa4 Wxd6 20.8c4 (played in 4-4 (32) Meyer, K (2446) — Enin, A (2345) ICCF email 2017) 
20...Afd7 21.2f4 We5 22.b4 Wcd3 


ZG 


Position after: 22...@cd3 


These interacting knights have to be admired, though, unfortunately, not for very long. 23.&xc8 
Exc8 24.Wxd3 Axd3 25.2xd6 2xc3 26.2b1 &g7 27.Be7 Bc4 28.2d1 Ab2 29.81 £5 30.d6 &xb4 
31.g4 Rd4= The worst is over for Black. 


C3) 14.e5 After some preparation, White finally plays the main idea of the variation. 14...dxe5 
15.fxe5 Bxe5 16.Axc4 He8 


Position after: 16...2e8 
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17.2f4 [The pin gives nothing. 17.295 2f5 18.b4 (0-1 (57) Komljenovic, D (2451) — Shanava, K 


(2576) Navalmoral 2011) 18...2d3 19.bxc5 2xc4 20.8e1 Wa5 21.Ab5 Wb4 22.8c1 Wxc5+ 23.2h1 
&\xd5+ And there are no pawns in the center.] 17... fe4 18.0b5?! 2xb5 19.axb5 Wd7 20.b6 W/b5 


21.28e2 axb6 22.Exa8 Bxa8 23.23 &xb2 24.0d6 Wb4+ 
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Position after: 24...W{b4+ 


Black has two extra pawns, 2-'2 (58) Collobiano, A — Carnemolla, G (1961) ICCF email 2008. 


10...dxe5 11.fxe5 Ag4 
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Position after: 11...0g4 
Again, White has a wide selection of ideas. We choose the main dynamic effort. 
12.295 


A) A desperate pawn sacrifice for the sake of completing development is dubious. 12.0-0?! @xe5 
13.2f4 25 
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Position after: 13... 2f35 


Al) 14.¥%/d2 looks passive. With 14...4\bd7 Black finishes the development of his light pieces, and 
just needs to bring his heavy pieces into action. 15.d6 Y%/b6 
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Position after: 15...8b6 


(16.%h1 0-1 (60) El Gindy, E (2455) — Murey, J (2460) Clichy 1998) [More active, but still not 
enough, is 16.2ad1 (0-1 (33) Teixeira, R — Cajal, A Brasilia 1985) 16...0xf3+ 17.2xf3 De5 
18.8e2 Bad8 19.Yh1 c4F Black has a healthy extra pawn.] 16...c4 17.2ael 2d3 18.Axe5 AxeS 
19.2xe5 Bxe5 20.2xd3 Wxd6 A pin suddenly appears. 


sia 77 7 181 
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Position after: 20...Wixd6 


21.Exe5 Bxe5 22.Wi2 cxd3 23.Wxf7+ Gh8 24.Ae4 Wd8F The bishop is clearly preferable to the 
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knight in this open position. The extra d3-pawn will have a big career in the future. 
A2) 14.0xe5 2xe5 


U; 
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Position after: 14... &xe5 


A2.1) Different resources have been tried in this position but no clear solution has been found. 
15.g4!? White drives the f5-bishop away from its good position. This will immediately affect the 
development of Black’s whole queenside, but the weakening of the white king’s position is 
significant. 15...2d4+ 16.@h1 (1-0 (27) Ludden, G — Schaper, H Netherlands 1991) 16...2c8 
17.Ab5 &xb2 18.213 Wf6 
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Position after: 18... W8f6 


Black does not want to give up his bishop by taking the rook; his dark squares would then be too 
weak. 19.292 &xal 20.0c7 2d7 21.Axe8 Bxe8 22.25 WS 23.2e3 Wes 24.2f4 Wc3 25.Wxal 
Wxal 26.2xal c4 
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Position after: 26...c4 


Black has two extra pawns, but the activity of White’s bishops and the passive position of the 
black pieces compensate White for the loss of material. 27.2b1 b6 28.2f1 b5 29.2xc4 bxc4 
30.2xb8 Exb8 31.2xb8= The game will end in a draw. 


A2.2) After 15.W/d2 2d4+ 16.&h1 Ad7 Black completes his development. 17.Ab5 
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Position after: 17. Ab5 


(0-1 (51) Van Seben, E (2112) — Bubir, A (2311) IECG email 2003) 17...8e5 The exchange of 
bishops is forced. The white knight posed several threats. 18.2xe5 Exe5 19.2ad1 Af6 20.d6 


4\d5+ White’s pieces are in danger. 
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Position after: 15...&xe5 


16.203 [16.&%/d2 does not allow White to fight for an advantage after 16...h5 17.2ael Ad7 
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18.2xh5 Wb6 19.Exe5 AxeS5 20.2d1 Be8 21.h3 
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Position after: 21.h3 


(0-1 (46) Frenzel, L (2012) — Ruokokoski, H (2185) ICCF email 2015). 21...Ad3 22.24 c4+ 
23.2h1 &e4+ 24.Axe4 Bxe4F Black plays to win.] 16...2xd3 17.W%xd3 Ad7 18.d6 Wes 19.b5 


SS 


Position after: 19.W8b5 


(0-1 (29) De Lagontrie, J— Weirich, P France 1988) 19...%e3+ 20.@h1 Ab6 21.h3 c4 22.Bael 
Wxel 23.Bxel Bxb5 24.4xb5 a6 25.4\c3 Hd8 26.he7 Hd7+ White’s d6-pawn is weak without 
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piece support. 


B) 12.c6!? These pawns, like kamikaze pilots, fearlessly rush ahead. 12...fxe6 It would be a strange 
decision not to take the pawn. 


Position after: 12...fxe6 


B1) Quick development of the cl-bishop pays no dividends. Black also plays vigorously! 13.295 
Wb6 14.W/d2 [The intermediate stroke 14.h3 only worsens the situation. 14...%xb2 15.0-0 Ae3 


16.2xe3 Wxc3 17.2b1 Wxe3+ White is a piece down, 0-1 (35) Monaghan, M (1645) — Tsang, S 
(1943) Perth 2009.] 14...c4 15.0-0-0 exd5 


Yy men ig 
7 nD 7e 
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Position after: 15...exd5 


B1.1) It is interesting from a practical point of view to bring the final piece into play. 16.2hel 
Ac6 17.2xc4 &f5 18.2xd5+ Vh8 19.Ah4 (4-4 (23) Popov, I (2594) — Inarkiev, E (2684) 
Dagomys 2008) 19...8d7 20.8xe8+ Sxe8 21.27 Bf8 22.\Wxd7 &xc3 23.bxc3 Ace5 24.We6 Exf7 
25.Wixb6 axb6 26.2d5 Ac4 27.2d4 Age3= The interacting knights equalize. 


B1.2) 16.Axd5 Yxb2+ 17.Wxb2 2xb2+ 18.&xb2 Bxe2+ 19.&c3 Ac6 
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Position after: 19...®c6 


Black has two extra pawns, but now it is urgent to finish development. Will the enemy allow it?! 
20.&hel &xel [Excessive pawn-eating would lead to death. 20...2xg2 21.@e7+ White breaks into 
the enemy camp with great effect! He is now winning.] 21.2xel 2f5 22.h3 @f2 23.2h6 
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Position after: 23.2h6 


(1-0 (31) Jobava, B (2704) — Ponkratov, P (2611) Moscow 2012) 23...Ae4+ 24.2xe4 [after the 
primitive 24.xc4 He8 25.4 Ad6+ 26.%c3 Exel 27.Axel 2e6F Black has solved all his 
problems] 24...2xe4 25.Af6+ &f7 26.Axe4 “&e6 27.a4 [Grabbing the c-pawn again spoils 
everything. 27.xc4 Ae5+ 28.Axe5 &xe5 29.Ac3 He8+F Black’s endgame is preferable. ] 
27...Bc8 28.Afg5+ Ye5 29.297+ Ld5 30.g4 hSco The game is open for all three results. 


B2) After 13.d6 the following is possible. 13...2d7 


o2/ 


Position after: 13...2d7 


B2.1) Raider attacks do not lead to anything good for White so long as Black plays correctly. 
14.Ag5 Af6 15.0-0 Ac6 16.Age4 [16.Ab5 h6 17.Af3 Ad5S 18.4d3 Lh7 19.We4 Hf8 20.2.d2 (1-0 
(32) Michaelsen, N (2430) — Nijboer, F (2605) Germany 1998) 20...2f5 21.Ah4 a6 22.Ac7 @xc7 
23.dxc7 Wxc7 24.0xf5 gxf5 25.Wh4 We5+ and Black has successfully defended] 16...axe4 
17.Axe4 Hf8 18.263 
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Position after: 18. 8.e3 


(%4-% (39) Vaisser, A (2544) — Vasiliev, O (2296) Jerusalem 2013) 18...2xfl+ 19.2xfl b6 20.243 
h6 21.0f2 Wf6+ Black’s pieces successfully combine defensive and attacking work, and his 
position is preferable. 


B2.2) 14.0-0 Bf8 15.h3 De5 16.23 Abc6 17.2xc5 Axf3+ 18.2xf3 
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Position after: 18. 2xf3 


(Krebs, J (2036) — Offenborn, H (2110) GER email 2012) 18...Ae5 19.2xb7 Bb8 20.2e4 Exb200 
The fight is in full swing! 


C) 12.24 Axes 
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Position after: 12...0xe5 


13.0-0 (2-% (51) Socko, M (2445) — Cmilyte, V (2524) SportAccord Blitz Women 2012 Beijing) 
[13.Axe5 2xe5 14.2xe5 Exe5 15.0-0 2f5 after the exchange of two pairs of light pieces, the 
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situation on the board is equalized and does not cause concern for Black] 13...Axf3+ 14.2xf3 Ad7 
15.d6 Ae5 16.2d5 BF5 17.¢3 Wd7 18.He4 Bxe4 19.2xe4 Ac6 20.2d5 BF8 21.Wd3 Ab4 22. Wicd 
2d4+ 23.2h1 Axd5 24.Wxd5 Bae8 25.8ael b6 The worst is over for Black. 
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Position after: 12...8b6 
The position of the white king becomes unstable. 
13.0-0 


The idea of long castling is also possible, though it is less safe for the king. 13.%d2 @xe5 14.0-0-0 
Axf3 15.2xf3 Ad7 16.d6 Ae5 17.Be2 Re6 18.h4 


330 
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Position after: 18.h4 


(%-% (23) Williams, S (2331) — Nieuwland, A (2236) ICCF email 2006) 18...Ac6 19.h5 [19.d7 does 
not work due to an entertaining combination 19...2xd7 20.Wxd7 Bxe2—+] 19...Ab4 20.hxg6 hxg6 
21.2b5 Axa2+ 22.Axa2 Wxb5 23.4\c3 Wa6+ The white king is under heavy attack. 


13...axe5 
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Position after: 13...0xe5 
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14.d6 


Exchanging knights is dubious. 14.0xe5 &xe5 15.8c4 [15.Wd2 &f5 16.ad1 Ad7 17.24 
(Schulenberg, H (2185) — Verhaeren, G (2312) ICCF email 2017) 17...c4+ 18.82 2d3 19.2xd3 cxd3 
20.Wxd3 &xh2+ 21.%2g2 f6 22.2h6 &e5F Black has no problems] 15...25 
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Position after: 15... &f35 


A) 16.d6 (0-1 (54) Vidarte Morales, A (2359) — Aroshidze, L (2539) Barbera del Valles 2011) 
16...2d4+ 17.eh1 Yxd6 18.Ab5 Wd7 19.Axd4 cxd4 20.Wd2 Wd6 21.24 Wb6 22.h3 Aco 
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Position after: 22... Sc6¥ 


White has no compensation for the two pawns. 
B) 16.4b5 Using his lead in development, White plunges recklessly into the whirlpool. 16...2xb2 
17.2b1 &xb1 18.W%xb1 2d4+ 19.Axd4 cxd4 20.Wxb6 axb6 
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Position after: 20...axb6 


21.d6 Hf8 22.2e7 Ac6 23.2xf8 &xf8 24.2b1 Hd8 25.2xb6 &xd6 26.2xb7 d3 27.kb1 Ded 28.2b3 
97F, %-% (47) Mercadal Benejam, J (2443) — Wilhelmi, D (2472) ICCF email 2008. 


14...Wxb2 
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Position after: 14...Wixb2 
Black accepts the challenge! 


15.Ad5 Axf3+ 16.2xf3 Wd4+ 17. eh Wxal 18.8%xal 2xal 19.8xal DAd7 


a Zs 


Position after: 19...0d7 


Black has a material advantage, but the passive arrangement of his pieces causes concern. He must 
return material and strive to neutralize the activity of the enemy pieces. 
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20.27 


Obvious but weak is 20.Ac7? He5 21.2f4 Bb8 22.2xe5 AxeS 23.Bel £6 24.8d5+ Hf8 25.2f1 2F5 
26.h3 h5—+, 0-1 (43) Koller, M (1900) — Franek, J (1979) Ricany 2012. 


20...2b8 21.Ac7 Ef8 22.Be1 c4 23.2xf8 &xf8 24.2e8+ 
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Position after: 24. &e8+ 

The rook bursts into the eighth rank, but making use of this achievement is not so simple. 
24...297 25.Ab5 Af6 26.2d8 a6 27.Ac3 b5 28.Ad5 Ad7 

Black cannot allow the exchange on f6, as there would be no pieces able to protect the d7-square. 


29.Ae7 
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¥2-'/2 (46) Shishkin, V (2201) — Borisovs, L (2245) LSS email 2008 


For the sake of counterplay, Black has to give up his knight. 


29...c3 30.2d1 &b7 31.8xd7 
31...2£6 32.8c7 Le6 33.Bxc3 &xd6 


Position after: 29.e7 


Position after: 33...&xd6 


Suddenly the knight is caught. 


A sample line: 


34.83 a5 35.h4 a4 36.h5 Za8 37.hxg6 hxg6 38.2e2 b4 39.2c4 b3 40.2xf7 b2 41.8e6+ We 
42.2xg6 2d8 43.8e2 b1=/+ 44.2xb1 Bd1+ 45.@h2 Sxbl1= 


The position is close to a draw. 


Conclusions: The four-pawns line carries the most tactical complications. White’s goal in this 
scheme is to capture space in the center and bring his pieces into the attack. Both kings may be in 
danger. We often encounter a sacrifice of material for the sake of gaining positional benefits, 
especially with regard to speeding up development. Unfinished piece development is a problem for 
both sides. In general, this is an option for those who like their nerves to tingle — and want to make 
their opponents’ nerves tingle too! 


( c) 8.2b5+ Afd7 9.202 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 96 7.f4 297 8.2b5+ Dfd7 9.2e2!? 
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Position after: 9. &e2!? 


This line deserves close attention. White’s trick is that he lured Black’s knight to d7, and he is now 
asking Black how he is going to develop his pieces. 


9...0-0 10.Af3 Aa6é 11.0-0 De7 
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Position after: 11...@c7 
12.a4 


White can try immediately to implement the classic deployment of the knight. 12.%\d2 In this case, 
Black should immediately undermine White’s center. 12...f5 13.Ac4 In turn, White applies pressure 
on Black’s vulnerable d6-pawn. 13...Ab6 
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Position after: 13...0b6 
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A) Things heat up after 14.e5 (Ryskin, A — Skrobek, R (2410) Wisla 1992) 14...dxe5 15.d6 We6 
16.Axe5 Ad4 
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Position after: 16...0d4 


The opponents are trying as much as possible to block each other’s vital arteries, the files and 
diagonals the pieces need to operate on. 17.Ab5 2e6 18.Axd4 cxd4 19.Wixd4 @d5 20.Wic5 Bc8 
21.Wixa7 Wxd6 22.Wxb7 500 

B) 14.Axb6 (Miron, L (2275) — Kaplan, S (2374) Herceg Novi 2005) 14...axb6 15.exf5 &2xf5 16.a4 
Re8 17.2d2 
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Position after: 17.2d2 


17...65! 18.2xb5 Axb5 19.axb5 &xal 20.Wxal Wf6 21.8e1 Wd4+ 22.2f2 Wb4F Black has a nicer 
and clearer game. 


12...2e8 
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Position after: 12...%e8 
13.4d2 


The most promising. 


A) 13.2d3 Looks like a loss of time. White has made a quarter of his moves with one bishop, in 
search of a viable parking spot for it. This strategy usually does not lead to an advantage. 13...Af6 
14.h3 Bb8 15.8e1 a6 16.a5 b5 17.axb6 Exb6 18.4 c2 
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Position after: 18.“c2 


(4-¥s (65) Svub, J (1970) — Semerak, P 1996) Czechia 2013) 18...2d7 19.¢2h2 &b5 20.Axb5 axb5 
21.W£2 Hb80o The main part of the struggle lies ahead. 


B) An important alternative is 13.%c2!? a6 


Position after: 13...a6 


14.2.d2 [14.4d2 (1-0 (38) Nguyen, A (2480) — Sadvakasov, D (2280) Macau 1996) 14...Af6 15.2f3 
Rb8 16.a5 224 17.Ac4 Ab5«] 14...2b8 15.a5 b5 16.axb6 Axb6 17.5 
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Position after: 17.f5 


(‘4-% (60) Avetisian, T (2006) — Tiba, V (1936) Mukachevo 2010) 17...gxf5 18.25 f6 19.2d2 fxe4 
20.Axe4 £5 21.295 Wd7 22.0f6+ 2xf6 23.2xf6 Acxd5 24.2295 f4F White’s compensation for his 
material concessions is insufficient. 


13...Af6 
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Position after: 13... 0f6 
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14.213 


A) A rook lift not hugely successful. 14.843 (1-0 (23) Kohlweyer, B (2418) — Burani, E (1993) 
Porto San Giorgio 2009) 14...a6 15.2e1 2d7 16.2f3 b5 17.axb5 @xb5 The rook has nothing better 
to do than to return home. 18.£al Axc3 19.bxc3 Bb5F 


B) White gains nothing from a further push of his a-pawn. 14.a5 (0-1 (38) Bitelmajer, M (2318) — 
Mahia, G (2399) Mar del Plata 2012) 14...4b8 The rook moves out of the pin and supports a 
breakthrough. 15.2f3 b5 16.axb6 axb6 17.Ac4 b5 18.0xd6 Wxd6 19.e5 Wd8 
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Position after: 19...8d8 


20.d6 (Meyer, K (2225) — Boehme, S (2341) GER email 2007) [White’s d-pawn remains weak in 
case of 20.exf6 &xf6 21.2h1 (0-1 (45) Ho, V — Roselli Mailhe, B (2365) Novi Sad 1990) 21...b4 
22.4e4 2d4 23.d6 @b5—+ when Black has a serious advantage] 20...b4 21.dxc7 Wxc7 22.4a4 2a6 


ee a 


Position after: 22...2.a6 


23.e1 [23.exf6 &xfl 24.fxg7 2b5+ better piece coordination gives Black an advantage] 23...2bd8 
24.Wic2 2f8F Black is a little better. 


14...b6 
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Position after: 14...b6 


15.Ac4 
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A) 15.e5 As you have noticed, dear reader, the e5-break has to be considered on every move, and 
this position is not an exception. For this breakthrough in the center, White must prepare thoroughly. 
15...dxe5 16.d6 Wxd6 17.2xa8 “xa8 18.2)b5 
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Position after: 18.Ab5 


(‘4-% (66) Konaplev, A (2292) — Pikula, D (2468) Veliko Gradiste 2019) 18...W/f8 19.fxe5 Exe5 
20.2f3 2d5 21.We2 a6 22.Ac3 Hf5 23.h3 2b7c Black has sufficient compensation for the lost 
exchange. 


B) The more restrained 15.&e1 is another way to prepare the central break. 15...2a6 16.@f1 £b8 
17.e5 dxe5 18.fxe5 @d7 19.e6 
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Position after: 19.e6 


(0-1 (59) Carlstrom, N (2030) — Simacek, P (2380) Hallsberg 1999) 19...Ae5 20.exf7+ Axf7 21.24 
Wd7 22.4\e3 Ae5o0 Each side strives to claim the initiative. 


15...26 


Position after: 15...2.a6 


16.83 
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16.W/b3 (Zheliandinov, V — Adamski, J Havana 1967) You can understand White’s reluctance to have 
his own knight pinned after 16.!%d3. Now there could follow 16...2b8 17.e5 White can’t delay, 
otherwise Black will seize the initiative by pushing his b-pawn. 17...dxe5 18.fxe5 Ad7 19.c6 fxe6 
20.d6 2xc3 21.W%xc3 Wd5 22.2xd5 exd5 23.2h6 d4 24.W%b3 Wh4 


Position after: 24...Wih4 
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25.Axb6+ Lh8 26.827+ bxg7 27.W7+ who 28.Axd7 Bxb2 29.Wixe8 Bxg2+ 30.coxge2 Wedt 31.b2 
Wf4+ 32.e1 [32.eel Wxfl+ 33.2d2 Wf2+00 it’s hard for the king to hide from the checks] 
32...We4+= After all that excitement, it’s a draw. 


16...2b8 
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Position after: 16...2b8 
17.8b1 


This was played in Furman, S — Tal, M Tbilisi 1959, 2-4 (40). 


White can try to complete his development by 17.2d2 &xc4 18.Wxc4 a6 19.&fel b5 20.axb5 axb5 
21.43 b4 22.Aa4 Ad7 23.Bacl Ab5 24.93 Ad4+F 
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Position after: 24...@d4¥ 
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Black has managed to make headway on the queenside while tightly controlling his opponent’s 


counterplay, 0-1 (45) Putzbach, G (2235) — Kolthoff, S (2207) Pinneberg 2001. 


17...2xc4 18.8xc4 a6 19.b3 b5 20.4%d3 Ad7 21.2d2 c4 
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Position after: 21...c4 


Black is creating the most comfortable conditions for his knights. 
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22.bxc4 Ac5 23.We3 bxc4 24.2xb8 Wxb8 25.e5 Ab3 
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Position after: 25... Ab3F 


Conclusions: Black must constantly monitor the enemy’s threats — especially of course the e4-e5 
breakthrough — and be prepared to meet them. His game is connected, first of all, to the queenside. 
The b8-knight goes along the route b8-a6-c7, where it helps to prepare the undermining ...b5 pawn 
push and can land on bS itself. Through this bridgehead the knight then aims for the outpost d4. The 
exchange of light-squared bishops helps Black deal with his shortage of space. 


( d) 8.2b5+ Afd7 9.a4 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f4 297 8.2b5+ Afd7 9.a4 
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Position after: 9.a4 
White prevents Black from capturing space with ...b7-bS. 


9...0-0 10.03 Aa6 11.0-0 Ab4 
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Position after: 11...®b4 


There are many branches in this position. White has a number of continuations of similar strength We 
examine the main ones. 


12.8e1 


A) 12.2e3 White completes his development. 12...a6 13.2e2 &e8 14.2f2 £5 Undermining White’s 
center. 15.exf5 gxf5 16.0g5 
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Position after: 16. Ag5 


White aims his knight at the e6-outpost. Black cannot allow this invasion (0-1 (46) Davtyan, A 
(2440) — Shahinyan, D (2452) Yerevan 2019). 16...Af6 17.2e1 Wc7 18.a5 2b8 19.h3 Gh800 A 
complex game that could end in any of the three results. 

B) 12.f5 White plays to hold his center. 12...0e5 13.@xe5 2xe5 14.2f4 We7 15.Wid2 a6 16.2c4 2d7 
17.2ael £6 18.2h6 (Rudd, J (2177) — Eckersley Waites, A (2270) England 2017, 1-0 (39).) 
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Position after: 18.2h6 
18...2fe8 19.a5 g5 20.Ad1 WE7 21.4 &b50 The fight is in full swing. 


12...a6 
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Position after: 12...a6 
13.2f1 


13.2c4 allows Black to solve the problem of the light-squared bishop. 13...Ab6 14.2f1 2¢4 15.2e3 
&xf3 16.gxf3 2d4 17.a5 (4-4 (76) Santos, A (2155) — Veiga, J (2272) Figueira da Foz 2018) 
17...2xe3+ 18.Bxe3 Ad7co 


13...2e8 
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Position after: 13...8&e8 
14.h3 


Prevention, to keep the black pieces out of g4. 

Another idea is 14.2e3 “f6 15.2f2. White hides the bishop in advance and prepares action in the 
center (0-1 (32) Guevara Castillo, F (2442) — Mueller, G (2557) ICCF email 2006). 15...ah5 16.W/d2 
204 17. 2e2 Bh6 18.83 Af6 
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Position after: 18... Of6 


Black’s pressure on the central pawns wrecks all of White’s plans. 19.h3 2xf3 20.2xf3 @d7 21.a5 
Eb8 22.822 Af6 23.263 Ad7o0, %-Y (25) Jakovenko, D (2725) — Gashimov, V (2734) Astrakhan 
2010. 


14...f3! 
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Position after: 14...f5! 
White has a wide range of possibilities. Let’s consider them in order. 
15.8%b3 


A) 15.exf5 does not give a straightforward advantage. 15...2xel 16.@xel gxf5 17.Ac2 Af6 18.2¢e3 
We7 19.2f2 (Berkvens, J (2450) — Allemann, A (2271) Zug 2003) 19...2d7¥ Black solved all his 
opening problems. 

B) It seems logical to try to finish development by 15.2d2 fxe4 16.Axe4 Af6 17.0xf6+ 2xf6 
18.W%/b3. The whole game is ahead. 


C) Do not write off the main idea of the whole line. 15.e5 The defending side must always be ready 
for this! 15...dxe5 16.d6 
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Position after: 16.d6 


The classic answer if Black takes the e-pawn. White is trying to capture more space. 16...e4 17.Ag5 
2d4+ 18.2e3 (Klim, K (2179) — Bebel, A (2192) Barlinek 2008) 18...8xe3+ 19.2xe3 &g7 20.W/b3 
Wi6 
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Position after: 20... 86 


21.4@.cxe4 The only possible decision. Strategically, Black has outplayed the opponent. Only in a 
tactical way can White sharpen the game and create problems for the enemy. 21...fxe4 22.Axe4 
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Wxf4 23.2ael White has concentrated all his forces for attack on the kingside, and Black needs to 
defend precisely. 23...2\c6 24.93 WS 25.24 c4 26.Wic3+ Wed 27.06 
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Position after: 27.@f6 
A thematic strike based on x-ray motifs. 27...Wxf6 28.2xe8 Wxc3 29.bxc3 Af6 30.28e2 g500 The 
storm has subsided, with both sides fit to count the losses and continue the battle. 


D) 15.4g5!? Looks promising. White immediately tries to punish Black for creating new 
weaknesses in his camp. 15...0f8 
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Position after: 15... Of8 


D1) It’s no surprise if White pushes his e-pawn now. 16.e5 dxe5 17.d6 e4 This showdown is not in 
Black’s favor. 18.2c4+ 2e6 19.Axe6 Axe6 
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Position after: 19... Oxe6 


20.4 xe4 Once again, a standard blow for such positions. 20...fxe4 21.8xe4 Wd7 22./b3 &h8 
23.2xe6 (%-'4 (49) Kordts, W (1469) — Markus, R (1413) DESC email 1998) 23...2xe6 24.2xe6 
Wxd6 25.2e3 Hd8= White has two bishops in an open position, but Black’s pieces are not inferior 
in activity to White’s. 

D2) 16.4a3 b6 In a dynamic position, both sides find time for preventive moves. Well, why not? 
17.Af3 fxe4 18.Axe4 Ha7 19.hae3 Bae7 20.2c4 2f5 21.Ac3 Bxe3 22.2xe3 Exe3 23.2xe3 Bc2= 
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Position after: 23... 2c2= 


The chances are even, /-’2 (27) Weiss, L (2134) — Peet, W (2102) ICCF email 2015. 


Let’s get back to the main line. 


15...fxe4 16.Axe4 Af6 17.Axf6+ 2xf6 18.2d2 Bxel 19.8xel 2f5 
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Position after: 19... &f35 


Both sides have completed their development and the game enters the middlegame phase. 
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20.¢4! 


The most important continuation; White must fight for the initiative. Other ways are somewhat 
weaker. 
A) Once again, you can’t get more than equality after 20.45 with the same idea of inserting this 
spy into the e6-outpost. 20...Ac2 21.8cl Ad4 The black knight is no less ambitious than its white 
counterpart. 22.Wixb7 &2xg5 (‘4-2 Colombo Berra, F (2286) — Peet, W (2245) ICCF email 2017) The 
game could continue 23.fxg5 Eb8 


a 


a NYowof Oo ® N © 


Position after: 23...2b8 


Al) Not 24./xa6 because of 24...Ab3 25.Hd1 [25.8e3 AxclF] 25...2c2F White loses material. 
A2) 24,4a7 Ba8 
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Position after: 24...2%a8 


A2.1) An attempt to distract Black’s queen by 25.25?! fails when Black mounts a hard-to-find 
counterattack. 25...@e2+! 
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Position after: 25...@e2+! 


26.2xe2 We8 27.Wb7 2b8 28.Wc7 We3+ 29.vh2 W4+ 30.eh1 Wxcl+ 31.eh2 W4+ 32. eh] 
&c8+ Take note of the series of intermediate moves carried out in this variation. 


A2.2) 25.4b7= 


B) 20.2c3 (Brown, M (2418) — Ludwig, J (2348) Chicago 2016) I admit, if I were to play White, I 
would consider this move first. Things are getting nerve-wracking. 20... 20...b65!N Black has his own 
ideas. 21.axb5 axb5 
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Position after: 21...axb5 


22.xb5 [it looks inconsistent to play 22.2xb4 cxb4 23.94 Wb6+ 24.292 2d7 25.Wxb4 Ba2 26.2b1 
We3ce and Black’s position is better] 22...2c2 23.2xf6 2xb3 24.2xd8 Exd8co Black wins back the 
pawn, and both players have wining chances. 


C) Finally, a fundamental decision. 20.2xb4 &%b6 An important intermediate move, on which the 
idea of the variation is built. 21.¢4 (Mueller, L (2199) — Hamperl, F (2076) Dresden 2008, 2-'2 
(70)) 21...exb4+ 
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Position after: 21...cxb4+ 


One more intermediate move. 22.%¢2 2d7 23.203 Wic5 24.25 297 25.Be7 Ed8 26.h4 &f8 27.24 
a500 


20...2d7 21.2c3 
Trying to trade Black’s strong f6-bishop. 


21...b5! 22.a5 &c8 
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Position after: 22...&c8& 
23.92 


Winning a pawn does not improve White’s chances. 23.2xb4 cxb4 24.Wxb4 Wc7 25.222 We5 
26.Wd2 Wc2 27.Be2 Wb3 28.A¢5 He8 29.ANc6 2xb2= 
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Position after: 29...8xb2= 


With full-on play (‘4-% Sciallero, V (2252) — Compagnone, G (2277) ICCF email 2016). If 30.W/xb2, 
then the 30...W%/xd5+ fork wins the piece back. 


23...Wf8 
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Position after: 23...W8f8 
24.93 


Again, White cannot extract anything after 24.2xb4 cxb4 25.2d3 [25.Wxb4 &c2+ 26.e2 Exe2+ 
27.2xe2 We7 28.Wd2 Wed4& seizing the initiative] 25...ke8 26.Wxb4 Exel 27.Axel We7 28.0f3 2c8 
The two bishops compensate for the lack of a pawn, 2-2 (28) Pravec, L (2376) — Mezera, L (2336) 
ICCF email 2016. 


24...Re8 25.2xb4 cxb4 26.W/xb4 Sxel 27.Axel We7 28.Af3 2e8 
This maneuver is aimed at putting pressure on the main weakness in White’s position, the d5-pawn. 


29.292 27 30.Wd2 h5 31.h4 hxg4 32.0¢5 
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Position after: 32. Ag5 
This was played in Mauro, L (2414) — Rezzuti, V (2369) ICCF email 2018, 4-’% (45). 
32...We7 


It makes no sense to try to keep the bishops in this position. 32...8e8 33.&x¢4 2d7+ 34.6g3 &xe5 
35.hxg5 2f5 
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Position after: 35... 2f35 


36.64 [36.8 f2 We7 37.We2 Wa7 38.WF2 We7 with a draw] 36...%g7 37.Wel Mb2 38. We8+ &e7 
39.24 Wc3+ 40.21 Wxb4 41.8e2 Wed 42.Wixed Sxe4 43.2f3 &xfB 44.xf3 &f7 45.che4 White 
could not cash in his extra pawn, 2-2 Mauro, L (2414) — Rezzuti, V (2369) ICCF email 2018. 


33.ex24 Wed 34.0€4 
The pawn on d5 is dangerous, supporting a latent threat of @f6+. 


34...2e7 35.223 Wb3+ 36.224 Wede 
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Position after: 36...Wic4x 


Black has very enjoyable compensation for the pawn. 


Conclusions: White is trying to cause confusion in the opposing ranks. He can temporarily deprive 
Black of his initiative on the queenside. Black also should never forget about the constant threat of 
the undermining e4-e5. 


In general, with correct play, both sides get active play and can look with hope to the future. 
( e) 8.2b5+ Dfd7 9.213 (with 14.£5) ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f4 297 8.2b5+! Afd7 
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Position after: 8...\fd7 


9.4\f3 


This variation is recommended by Kornev in his book A Practical White Repertoire with 1.d4 and 
2.c4 Volume 3. 


9.243 Wh4+ 10.g3 We7 11.D£3 0-0 12.0-0 Ab6 13.292 Be4 14.h3 Bxf3+ 15.Wxf3 Dab 16.e5 c4 
17.204 


a. , 
| ma oe 
WH, cg Vi 
2 BB Oy Ys 
12 Ze | 

I gn 


WN 

N 
aes : 
ip 


Position after: 17.2e4 
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(1-0 (41) Martirosyan, H (2635) — Barseghyan, A (2294) Jermuk 2019) 17...Ac5 18.2e3 dxe5 19.f5 
Axe4 20.Wxe4d Ac8 21.Bad1 Bd8 22.h4 Ad6 23.2c5 Bac8 24.264 We8 25.2xd6 Bxd6oo 


9...0-0 10.0-0 a6 
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Position after: 10...a6 
11.243 


A) 11.2xd7 appears modest and inconsistent, for example 11...Axd7 12.a4 Be8 13.Ad2 Af6 14.43 
Eb8 15.a5 b5 16.axb6 2xb6 17.f5 Bb4 
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Position after: 17...2b4 


Black is following the classical precepts of playing such positions. 18.4a4 White plays reasonable 
moves the whole game, but lacks imagination and solidity. 18...%e7 19.b3 gxf5 20.exf5 We3+ 
21.Wixe3 &xe3 Black applies serious piece pressure, 0-1 (47) Andronescu, M (2032) — Sandu, M 
(2267) Olanesti 2012. 


B) Another alternative is 11.2e2 b5 12.W%c2 Se8 13.a3 


Yi 

YG 
2 ne 
1 y we Ki 


4G “if” 

4, 

= 7 $s, SE = G 
We ae Yew | 


eePrEey 


Position after: 13.a3 
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13...b4 [13...4b6?!, Bennett, W — Wiseman, M Columbus 1977.] 14.4a4 [Trying the same idea 
after a trade of pawns is worse. 14.axb4 cxb4 The black knights get an outpost on c5. The plan will 
be as follows: ...a5, ...&a6xe2, ...d\a6-c5 with advantage to Black.] 14...a5 15.2c4 [15.4e1 2a6 
16.84 leads to the variations below.] 15...2a6 
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Position after: 15...2.a6 


16.He1 [16.2d1 An unsuccessful attempt to strengthen the d5-pawn in advance. White does not have 
enough pressure on Black’s position in the coming breakthrough attempt. 16...2xc4 17.W/xc4 @b6 
18.Axb6 Wxb6 19.e5 Ad7 20.c6 fxe6 21.dxe6 d5 22.Wixd5 Af6—+ Black’s queenside initiative is 
incredibly strong.] 16...2xc4 17.Wxc4 Ab6 18.Axb6 Wxb6 
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Position after: 18...¥8xb6 


19.axb4 [Things get difficult game for White after 19.e5 Ad7 20.e6 Af6. Black has the advantage, 
but needs to prove it through play on the queenside and pressure on the weak d5-pawn.] 19...Wxb4 
20.A@d2 [much worse is 20.2a4 Yxc4 21.&xc4 Ad7 and Black seizes the initiative] 20...2d4+ 
21.&f1 a4 
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Position after: 21...a4 


22.W4d3 [22.%xb4 cxb4 looks alright at first glance but after 23.A\c4 Hc8 24.Axd6 Hc2 25.He2 Hxe2 
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26.&xe2 a3 the fog of tactical complications dissipates, and it turns out that White will have a hard 
time] 22...0d7 23.4c4 Wb8 24.e2 “b6 Black’s position is more pleasant; he can confidently look 
forward to a bright future. 


11...b5 
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Position after: 11...b5 
12.2h1 


Besides tucking his king away in the corner, White also has a number of good alternatives. 


A) 12.a3 He8 13.Hel Ab6 14.2d2 2e4 15.h3 2xf3 16.W/xf3 A8d7 Note how important it is to 
exchange at least a couple of light pieces. it becomes much easier for Black to breathe in the 
confined space of his structure. Next, Ilya Smirin launches an attack on that section of the board 
where he has captured space, and where most of his army is stationed. 


Position after: 16...@8d7 


17.Be2 Bb8 18.Bael b4 19.axb4 cxb4 20.Ad1 Aa4 21.83 Adc5 22.2b1 b3 Squeezing the opponent 
as much as possible on a narrow section of the board. 23.e5 
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Position after: 23.e5 


White could no longer tolerate the pressure; he needed counterplay. 23...dxe5 24.2xc5 Axc5 
25.fxe5 Weg5 26.c6 fxe6 27.dxe6 EF8 28.%c6 Ebc8 And the game naturally flowed into a peaceful 
channel, 2-’2 Kjartansson, G (2434) — Smirin, I (2602) Riga 2018. 
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B) 12.%e1 A move in the style of Dutch Stonewall and Bird’s Opening. While White transfers his 
strongest piece across to attack the enemy king, Black creates counterplay in the opposite side of the 
board. 12...8e8 13.W 93 c4 14.8c2 Ac5 
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Position after: 14...0c5 


15.e5 Ad3 16.2xd3 cxd3 17.2h1 b4 18.Ae4 dxe5 19.fxe5 Wxd5 20.4h4 Ad7 21.2h6 2b7 22.2xe7 
Wxe4 23.Wh6 He6 24.Bael We4 The battle rages on, 0-1 Pavlovic, M (2482) — Yilmaz, M (2630) 
Valjevo 2018. 


C) The fast-advancing black pawns menace both white bishops after 12.2e3 “6 
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Position after: 12...f6 


Black threatens ...Ag4. 13.@h1 [the straightforward 13.h3 b4 14.Aa4 Be8 15.42 Axd5 fails to 
solve White’s problems] 13...b4 [now 13...Ag4 14.2¢1 is OK for White] 14.2a4 Be8 15.Ad2 2d7 
Getting away from all the dangers. [15...Axd5 gives the advantage to the opponent due to 16.exd5 
xe3 17.2\c4+] 16.221 2b5 And if, for example, 17.&%c2 Black has a neat idea in 17... 17...2a7 
18.8ael Xae7 with a clear game plan. 


D) 12.a4 runs into a sharp and aggressive response. 12...c4 13.8e2 b4 14.Ab1 @c5 15.e5 Ab3 
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Position after: 15...b3 


Without pausing for breath! 16.2a2 dxe5 17.2xc4 Axcl 18.Wxcl e4 19.0g5 Sf5 20.kel Ad7 And 
Black took over the reins, 0-1 Santos, A (2295) — Hjartarson, J (2250) Luzern 1982. 


12...2e8 


Position after: 12... 
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White makes a preventive move in order to begin fighting on the kingside. 


Immediate aggression does not bring benefits. 13.f5 @f6 14.225 Abd7 15.fxg6 hxg6 16.Wel c4 
17.2c2 b4 18.0e2 Wb6 19.Wth4 Ah72, %4-% (19) Travnik, P (2305) — Vrkoc, D (2355) Czechia 2003. 


13...a7! 


This creeping rook move is needed in order to protect the seventh rank in the long run. Black is 
preparing ...f7-f6 in the future, or even ...f7-f5. At first I thought to play 


13...c4 14.2c2 Ac5 15.f5 Abd7 16.225 26 17.h4 2xg5 18.hxg5 Eb8N in order to play on the 
queenside [Kornev’s main line is 18...0e5 19.Axe5 Bxe5 20.We4 2d7 21.8f4+] but after the strong 
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Position after: 14.f5 


Kornev’s recommendation, but after this move Black gets control of the e5-square. 


14...He5 15.295 2f6 16.2xf6 Wxf6 17.Axe5 Wxe5 
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Position after: 17...Wixe5 
18.%d2 


In the game Risting, E (2250) — Hedman, E (2367) TV2 GM Open 2017 Fagernes, White ventured 
the move 18.W/f3. The game developed as follows: 18...Ad7 19.2f2 &g7 20.fxg6 Af6 21.exf7 RFS 
22.Wif4 Aged 23. Wxe5+ @xe5 24.8e2 Haxf7 25.8xf7+ Exf7 and, despite Black’s e5-outpost and pawn 
majority on the queenside, there is a slight advantage on White’s side. The game ended in a draw. 


18...Ad7 19.8f3 We7 20.8afl De5 


Having stationed his knight in the center of the board, Black has solved all opening problems and can 
reasonably hope for a positive outcome of the battle. 


21.2h3 £6 22.2e2 


a bec ae e a ~ x 
Position after: 22. 8.e2 
Y”a-Yo (30) Dias, V (1997) — Schoen, W (2485) ICCF email 2012. 


22...g5N 23.893 2d7 24.h4 h6 25.2¢1 Zb8 26.hxg5 hxg5 27.2h3 b4 28.axb4 &xb4 29.2f2 We7 
30.8fh1 Bab7F 
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Position after: 30... &ab7+ 


With an active struggle. 
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Conclusions: Black’s game is based on the center. White’s main efforts are being directed toward 
capturing Black’s most important outpost on e5. 


( f) 8.2b5+ Afd7 9.Af3 (with 14.Wel) ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 96 7.f4 297 8.2b5+! Dfd7 9.Af3 0-0 10.0-0 a6 
11.2d3 b5 12.2h1 Se8 13.a3 Ba7! 
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Position after: 13...8&a7! 
14.Wel 


White connects his strongest fighting piece to the attack. 


The preventive 14.2c2 allows an unusual position for the Modern Benoni. 14...2b7 
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Position after: 14...2b7 


From this position, the struggle continued as follows: 15.f5 [15.Ae2 Ab6 16.Ag3 &g4 17.h3 &2xf3 
18.Wxf @c4 19.2b1 Ad7 20.63 Acb6 21.2d2 Wh4 22.e5 dxe5 23.d6 Ba7 24.f5, 1-0 (38) 
Arngrimsson, D (2382) — Johannesson, I (2377) Reykjavik 2014] 15...Af6 16.8¢5 Abd7 17.Wid2 Wc7 
18.Bael b4 19.Ad1 a5 20.Wf4 c4 21.24 c3 22.bxc3 bxa3 23.2c6 a2 
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Position after: 23...a2 


Unexpectedly this pawn has become a menacing force. 24.Af2 Eb2 25.fxg6 hxg6 26.2xf6 Axf6 
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27.2xe8 2a6 28.Ag5 Axe8 29.0xf7 &xfl 30.8xfl Bb] 31.Ag4 &xfl+ 32.Wxfl Yxf7, 0-1 Vetokhin, 
I (2105) — Mnatsakanian, A (2252) Moscow 2019. 


14...Af6 


This is no time to take drastic action. 

14...£5 15.Ag5 Af8 16.Wg3 b4 17.axb4 cxb4 18.4d1 fxe4 19.Axe4 Hae7 20.025 Wb6 21.£5 &xf5 
22.2xf5 gxf5 23.214 h6 24.03 Wb5 25.Af2 Wxd5 26.2xd6 Bb7 27.Bad1 Wb3 28.4d3 Dbd7 29.4d4 
W7 30.Axf5 Gh7 31.Axh6 Wg6 32.Ae4 Neb 33.Axb4 a5 34.0d5 Ags 35.Wh4+ 2h6 36.Adf6+ 
4)xf6 37.2xf6+, 1-0 (37) Smirnova, E (2213) — Nasybullina, A (2033) Satka 2015. 
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Position after: 15.¥h4 


15...b4!N 


A) The game source was 15...4\g4?!, a bad idea. 16.W%/g3 £5? [better 16...0d7 17.Wxe4! De5 
18.Wxc8 Wxc8 19.fxe5 dxe5 20.8e3+ 
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Position after: 20. 8.e3+ 


but here it is clear that White’s three pieces are stronger than the black queen] 17.Ag5 W/f6 18.h3 
Hh6 19.e5 dxe5 20.fxe5 Bxe5 21.Age4 We7 22.295 fxe4 23.2xe7 Baxe7 24.4xe4 c4 25.0d6 2xh3 
26.gxh3 cxd3 27.Bacl Ad7 28.Bc8+ Af8 29.W3 BFS 30.Axf5 Axf5 31.d6 Bd7 32.%d5+ Lhs 
33.8xf5, 1-0 (33) Edouard, R (2632) — Hillarp Persson, T (2539) Reykjavik 2015. 

B) I cannot recommend 15...h6?N 


B1) 16.23 Ag4 [16...Abd7!? 17.2acl Bc7o0] 17.Wxd8 Bxd8 18.8¢1 He7 19.h3 Af6 


i 
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Position after: 19... f6 


20.e5 dxe5 21.fxe5 Axd5 22.A0xd5 Exd5 23.8e4 Rdd7 24.2xc5 He8 25.8acl 2b7 26.2xb7 Bxb7= 
B2) 16.f5 95 
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Position after: 16...g5 


This was the idea of Black’s 15th move, but White develops a powerful attack. 17.Axg5! hxg5 
18.8xg5 Abd7 19.Ae2! [not 19.2f3? AeS 20.2g3 Lf8 21.8e2 Ye7 22.Wh7 Bh8 23.Wh6 &d7+F 
and the black king unexpectedly slips away to safety] 
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Position after: 19.@e2! 


19...We7 [After 19...&f8 a beautiful combination can decide the game. 20.Af4 Ye7 21.Ae6!!+— 
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Position after: 21.e6!!+— 
A bolt from the blue! 21...fxe6 22.Wh7 &g8 23.fxe6+— Black is unlikely to save himself.] 20.2f3 
We5 21.223 Axe4 22. 2xe4 Wxed 23.2 94+— White’s attack is very strong. 


C) An interesting idea that I also recommend is 15...Ah5!?N 16.Wf2 [exchanging queens would 
solve all Black’s opening problems 16.W/xd8 &xd8 17.5 Af6 18.fxg6 hxg6=] 16...2ae7 17.e5 dxe5 
18.fxe5 Ad7 
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Position after: 18...@d7 


19.295 [winning the exchange leads to nothing real 19.d6 2e6 20.Ag5 @xe5 21.4 xe6 &xe6 22.2e2 


c4 23.8xh5 gxh5 24.%e4 Ad3 25.WP 2d5 26.225 Wd7 27.Af6+ 2xf6 28.Wxd5 He5 29.Wa8+ Hes 


30.Wid5 BeS 


] 19...f6 Undermining the enemy pawn hegemony. 20.exf6 Ahxf6 21.Wh4 2b700 The 


struggle has only just begun. 


So, back to the position after the novelty 15...b4! 


16.axb4 


16.We2 a5 17.axb4 cxb4 
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Position after: 17...cxb4 


18.8el [18.Aed4 2a6F The e4-pawn becomes too weak.] 18...Abd7 19.Aed4 Ac5 20.Ac6 Wd7 
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Position after: 20...Wid7 


21.2c2 [Significantly worse is 21.Axa7 @xd3 22.2d1 Wxa7 23.8xd3 Wa6 24.2&d1 Axe4—+. White 
cannot hold all the weaknesses in his position.] 21...b3 
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Position after: 21...b3 


22.2b1 [White can’t take the exchange this move. 22.@)xa7 bxc2 23.Axc8 Afxe4 24.4b6 Wb5 25.f5 
2f6— Black’s piece activity more than compensates for the loss of material.] 22...2c7 23.f5 gxf5 
24.2h6 2xh6 25.Wxh6 Afxe4 26.2xe4 @xe4 27.95 f6 28.Axe4 fxe4 29.Wxf6 We7 30.Wxd6 Hf7oo 
The weakness of his king does not allow Black to sleep easy. 


16...cxb4 17.He2 
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Position after: 17.®e2 
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17...a5! 


Black wants to exchange the light-squared bishops with ...2c8-a6.. 


17...abd7 Black cannot take the e4-pawn because the e8-rook would be overloaded — White just 
exchanges queens. 18.4ed4 “c5 19.4\c6 [Black seizes the initiative after the passive retreat 19.2c2 
Bd7F] 19...4d7 
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Position after: 19...Wid7 


20.4)xa7 [Black is better again after 20.2c2 Hc7] 20...Axd3 21.Axc8 Exc8 22.f5+ Black has no 
compensation for the loss of the exchange. 


18.f5 
18.Aed4 2a6 19.2xa6 Exa6 20.Hel Afd7 21.2 2c5 Black unravels the tangle of his pieces. 


18...2a6 19.2xa6 Bxe4 20.04 Axa6 21.Ag5 
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Position after: 21.Ag5 
White’s attack looks menacing, but... 
21...Ac5 


A) 21...&e8!? looks cowardly, but still deserves attention. 22.4.ge6 fxe6 23.4)xe6 Wd7 24.fxg6 hxg6 
25.Axg7 Wxg7 26.2h6 g5! This is the only way to avoid serious problems. 27.2xg7 gxh4 28.2xf6 
c5 29.2xh4 a4 


i 


Position after: 29...a4 


Black has serious counterplay, so White needs to be careful. 30.2¢3 Ha6 31.2f4 Ae4 32.894+ Yh7 
33.h3 a3 34.bxa3 Exa3 35.2h4+ g6 36.2g4+ @h7 The king cannot go to the f-file because then 
White’s second rook would come into the game. 


B) Black can also introduce another piece into the game: the rook on a7. 21...&ae7!? 22.@xe4 Exe4 
23.We3 Ac5 24.Ad3 Ab3 25.2b1 Ah5 26.W/£3 We8oo Any result is possible. 


22.xe4 Dexe4 

Black threatens ...g5 winning a knight. 

23.Dh3 He7 

Introducing the last reinforcements into the battle. 


24.A¢5 h6 25.4 xe4 Bxe4 26.Wg3 g500 


M1, de 
-" “sn 
7 a ; 


er 
J 
ae 


yay 
Y “,, 
Gey 


=f 1B oe 


Position after: 26...g5@ 


White will to prove that his position is tenable. 


Chapter 8 
Fianchetto Variation 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.93 297 8.2¢2 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 8 — Fianchetto Variation 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.23 227 8.222 0-0 9.0-0 Se8 
a) 10.2f4 

b) 10.@\d2 a6 11.a4 Abd7 12.-- 

c) 10.Ad2 a6 11.a4 Abd7 12.h3 


(a) 10.84 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.¢3 
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Position after: 7.g3 


Despite the fact that the fianchetto variation is one of the most popular lines for White in the Modern 
Benoni among strong grandmasters and masters, I dislike it for logical reasons. The bishop initially 
aims at its own d5-pawn, which is solidly fixed in place. It is not often possible to carry out the e4-e5 
push and open the long diagonal if Black plays correctly. Even if the e4-e5 advance succeeds, 
White’s g2-bishop could find itself simply staring “into the void”. Furthermore, should the bishop be 
able to take a rook on a8, Black could well be quite happy about offering a promising exchange 
sacrifice in view of the light-square weaknesses that would remain in White’s camp. As a result, 
sooner or later, after a series of maneuvers and a loss of time, the “prodigal son” bishop returns to the 
fl-a6 diagonal that destiny intended it to occupy. 


Still, this variation does have undoubted advantages. First, the king now has reinforced-concrete 
protection. With rare exceptions, Black will definitely not have the desire to bang his head against the 
wall there. But on the queenside, due to the absence of a bishop on the important fl-a6 diagonal, there 
is fertile ground where Black players can exercise their imagination. Second, White rapidly mobilizes 
his forces. He does not have to run around the back alleys of the board or spend countless tempi in 
search of a parking place for his knight. The light-squared bishop does not become an object for 
attack, as was the case in lines we considered earlier. Finally, it is also worth noting that the variation 
is quite diverse, and Black needs to possess a minimum of knowledge and skills in order to put up a 
proper fight. My opinion is of course subjective and it does not pretend to be absolute; there are 
strong grandmasters who disagree with my opinion and are happy to play the White side. And yet the 
logic of experience and observation of Modern Benoni practice supports my opinion. 


7...227 8.222 0-0 9.0-0 Be8 10.2f4!? 
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Position after: 10. &f4!? 


This development of the cl-bishop might look illogical, since it seems that White will never succeed 
with the e4-e5 push, but things are not so simple. Black should act with caution. 


10...2.f5! 
Black aims to take control of the e4-square, which is vital for both sides. 
11.0h4 


Moving the dark-squared bishop again looks somewhat inconsistent, and at first glance illogical. 
However it requires attention. 


11.2g5!? h6 12.2xf6 
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Position after: 12. 2xf6 


A) 12...2xf6 13.4\d2 &c8 The bishop has done its job, it can retire back home. 14.Ac4 
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Position after: 14.c4 


14...2xc3 For the sake of a pawn break on the queenside, even such a great bishop can be 
exchanged! 15.bxc3 b5 16.Ad2 @d7 17.Bel a5 18.Wc2 b4 19.a3 Ba6 
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Position after: 19...2a6 


Black activates his army reserves. 20.axb4 cxb4 21.cxb4 axb4 22.W/b2 Wb6 23.He4 &c4 24.2ab1 b3 
25.Ad2 Hxe2 26.kxe2 2xe2 27.Wxb3 Wd4 28.W%b2 Wxb2 29.Exb2 “f6 The game ended in a draw. 
But what White’s light-square bishop was doing during the whole battle is not clear, -’2 
Tomashevsky, E (2702) — Svidler, P (2763) Palma de Mallorca 2017. 

B) Also requiring practical attention is 12...%xf6!?. The game could continue as follows. 13.4)d2 
We7 14.c4 2d7 15.04 Da6 16.Ac4 Ac7 17.£4 bS 18.axb5 2d4+ 19.2h1] Axb5 20.e5 dxe5 
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Position after: 20...dxe5 
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21.fxe5 [Winning the exchange will not lead to anything good for White. 21.d6 Wd8 22.2xa8 
Wxa8+ White has no way to defend his king along the opened diagonals. ] 21...Axc3 22.bxc3 &xc3 
23.d6 We6 24.2d5 2xal 25.2xe6 &xe6 26.Wxal &xc4 27.8cl 2d5+ 28.21 c4 29.Wa5 2e6 30.2b1 
Fec8 31.4b7 
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Position after: 31.2b7 


The game now has two possible results, and neither of them is a win for White. Black holds some 
trump cards, ’2-% (31) Tomashevsky, E (2696) — Giri, A (2785) Moscow 2017. 


11...2c8 
Black can’t give up this bishop. 


12.82 
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Position after: 12.4d2 


Of course White refuses to repeat moves. He needs to come up with a plan to exploit his development 
advantage. What is he going to with the knight on the outskirts of the battle? 


12...8%b6 


Targeting the pawn on b2. 
Straightforward but somewhat dubious is 12...a6 13.a4 Wc7 14.8fel Abd7 15.Af3 b6 16.b4. 
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Position after: 16.b4 


This is considered to be White’s main undermining move on the queenside. 16...cxb4 17.Ab5 Wxcl+ 
18.&xcl axb5 19.4)d4 bxa4 20.8%xb4 Ac5 21.Wa3 Ag4 22.c3 DeS 23.2f1 2b7 24.Ab5 Hed8 
25.8d1oo 


SN 


Position after: 25.2d1 
Black has dangerous compensation for the lost material. 


13.a4 Abd7 14.a5 Wa6 15.8a2 b5 16.axb6 Wxb6 17.2fal a6 18.03 
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Position after: 18. Af3 


The knight has strayed, but obviously it has to get back home, -’2 (43) Ruggieri, O (2434) — Genga, 
S (2423) ICCF email 2018. 


18...Ae4 

Opening the diagonal for the g7-bishop. 

19.Axe4 Sxe4 20.83 Bb4 

A beautiful transfer of the rook to the main combat zone. 


21.Ad2 De5 22.2xe5 Bxe5 
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Position after: 22... &xe5 

Alas, this outpost and the most active bishop are to enjoy only short-lived happiness. 
23.24 Wb5 24.4xe5 dxe5 25.Wxb5 Bxb5 26.¢e4 

Creating a protected passed pawn. However, Black has a joker up his sleeve. 


26...2f8 27.2f1 Bb4 28.f3 &e7 29.8xa6 2xa6 30.2xa6 Bxa6 31.2xa6 Bxb2= 
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Position after: 31...&xb2= 


After some complications the game is fizzling out into a draw. 


Conclusions: White manages to create problems for the opponent. The main struggle takes place on 
the queenside, since both sides are able to mobilize their forces there in the shortest possible time. We 
recommend taking a closer look at the blockade of the e4-square and the f6-knight’s maneuver to that 
square, which allows Black to open the long dark-squared diagonal for his bishop. 


( b) 10.2d2 a6 11.a4 Abd7 12.-- ) 


1.d4 Df6 2.¢4 5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.23 297 8.292 0-0 9.0-0 Ze8 10.Ad2 


Ha Oh tae 
Y ~ x Ww. 


AO, 


aN of Oo ON O 


(freee, 


LARS YY, OG VA, ti YZ 

EY ON 2 

AN 2x Ye) ==G 

ad | 
d f 


Position after: 10.@d2 


After developing his main fighting units and castling, White begins to look for the optimal positions 
for his pieces and undertakes a regrouping. 


10...a6 11.a4 Abd7 
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Position after: 11...@bd7 
12.Ac4 


The most aggressive move. White immediately tries to hunt the d6-pawn. 


A) 12.a5 is another typical preventive move that limits the movement of the black pawns on the 
queenside. 12...b5 13.axb6 @xb6 14.Ab3 
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Position after: 14. 0b3 


Morozevich has demonstrated in creative style an interesting idea to transfer the f6-knight. 14...%c7 
[14...2f5 15.0a5 De4 16.2d2 @xd2 17.Yxd2 And here 17...&%d7 earned equality, 1-0 (41) Topalov, 
V (2771) — Karjakin, S (2786) Zug 2013.] 15.0a5 ®g4 16.h3 Ah6 17.2d2 AF5 18.e3 2d7 19.Ze1 
h5 20.&%/b3 Heb8 21.Ac6 2xc6 22.dxc6 We7 
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Position after: 22...@e7 


White is a little better, but the position is full of pitfalls. Several moves later Black had already 
seized the initiative. 23.Ae4 c4 24.We2 d5 25.4\c5 a5 26.2xa5 Bxa5 27.2xa5 Wxc6F, 0-1 (40) 
Maiorov, N (2514) — Morozevich, A (2656) Kazan 2019. 


B) Unexpectedly, White can switch to the classic track of struggle by 12.e4 Bb8 13.0c4 De5 
14.4a3 b5. 


Position after: 14...b5 


No matter what! Black is not worried that a whole detachment of cavalry is waiting in ambush for 
him. 15.axb5 axb5 16.@axb5 Wb6 17.h3 2a6 18.8xa6 Wxa6 19.2\c7 Wb6 20.Axe8 4 xe8 21.Zel 
Ac4 22.He2 Wec7 23.8c2 a6 24.2f1 Ded 
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Position after: 24...0e5 


Black’s piece activity compensates for the missing pawn, 2-2 Pascua, H (2447) — Swiercz, D 
(2617) Abu Dhabi 2015. 
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C) 12.a2 The idea is that White is trying to oppose Black’s bishop on g7. 12...&b8 13.a5 b5 
14.axb6 Axb6 
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Position after: 14... Axb6 


15.63 Ag4 16.2b2 £5 17.Wc2 DeS 18.Ad1 2d7 19.He3 2b5 20.Be1 We7 Black has dealt with his 
opening problems, -’2 (37) Cortes Orihuela, J (2155) — Arun Prasad, S (2472) Montcada 2014. 


12...Ae5 13.axe5 


13.4a3 
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Position after: 13.0a3 


A) A line for thrill-seekers. 13...2d7 14.h3 b5 15.f4 Ah5 16.He4 SF5 17.fxe5 Exe5. Black tries to 
exploit his superior development and the weakening of White’s king position resulting from the 
movement of the pawns. 
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Position after: 17...&xe5 


18.24 2xe4 19.exh5 [19.2xe4 Exe4 20.¢xh5 Wh4+ White’s king is severely short of pieces to 
defend it] 19...2xg2 20.&xg2 We7 21.2f2 Exh5 The grandmaster playing Black figured out the 
position better than his opponent, 12-2 (47) Santarius, E (2404) — Durarbayli, V (2629) Saint Louis 
2018. 


B) 13...0h5 14.h3 f5 15.2h2 Af6 16.f4 ALT 17.Ac4 h5 18.e3 2d7 
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Position after: 18...2.d7 


The position is closed. The winner will be the one who finds the best arrangement for his pieces. 
19.8/b3 Bb8 20.W/b6 Wxb6 21.Axb6 2c8 22.a5 2d7 A maneuver of grandmaster strength. 23.2d1 
2b5 24.%2g1 Be7 25.f2 Ad7 26.Aca4 Axb6 27.Axb6 Aho 28.Ha2 LF8 29.b3 Ags 30.Ac4 EBd8 
Black’s pieces are arranged very harmoniously, 0-1 (69) Li, W (1846) — Wang Yue (2717) Jiaxing 
2014. 


13...8&xe5 
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Position after: 13...&xe5 
14.2f4 


A) 14.h3 2b8 15.2f4 Re8 16.Wd3 Ah5 17.2d2 5 
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Position after: 17...f5 


A maneuver already known in this variation. 18.2fb1 2d7 19.b4 b5 20.axb5 cxb4 21.8xb4 &xb5 
22.2xb5 axb5 23.2b1 b4 24.Ab5 @xg3, 0-1 (46) Karpov, A (2619) — Naiditsch, A (2710) Kiev 
2013. 


B) In the game Javakhishvili, L (2486) — Matlakov, M (2695) Gibraltar 2015 there followed 14.e4 
Be8 15.W%c2 Rb8 16.2b1 Wce7 17.b3 bS 18.axb5 axbS 19.2b2 b4 20.Ha4 Ad7 21.2xg7 &xg7 
22.4\b2 2a6 23.Hfel Wd8 and Black equalized. 


14...2e8 15.2 


A) White can try to immediately fix the structure on the queenside by 15.a5. 
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Position after: 15.a5 


A1) An interesting idea appeared in the game Dzhumaev, M (2422) — David, A (2562) New Delhi 
2020. 15...b5 16.axb6 Wxb6 17.Wic2 2f5 
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Position after: 17... &f35 


Black provokes his opponent to make a pawn move that create a weakness in the center of the 
board. 18.e4 2d7 19.8fd1 Ag4 20.h3 Ae5 21.2a2 Bb5 22.4)xb5 axb5 23.Rdal Exa2 24.Bxa2 Wb7 
25.b3 4a8 Black cannot complain about his position. 
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A2) 15...Ag¢4 16.4b3 2b8 17.Bfcl Ae5 18.Aa4 2d7 19.Ab6 2b5 20.8el Wf6 21.kabl 95 22.2d2 
Re7 23.Wc2 Ag4 24.2f3 Bxe2 25.2xe4 xed 26.2c3 Bxel+ 27.axel Web 28.Wixg6 hxg6 
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Position after: 28...hxg6 


A fun position, look at the g-file! Black is definitely fine. 2-2 (87) Zhao Xue (2514) — Ju Wenjun 
(2568) Beijing 2014. 


B) 15.c4 Ag4 16.Wc2 We5 17.h3 2d7 18.b3 b5 19.2ab1 Zb8 20.8c1 c4 Black is taking over the 
initiative, 0-1 (37) Faghirnavaz, A (2284) — Golizadeh, A (2500) Tabriz 2013. 


15...A¢4 
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Position after: 15...0g4 
16.a5 


Now this looks like a loss of time. 16.h3 “e5 The knight has fulfilled its main mission; it has 
travelled to a more forward position, where it has more chances for action and opening the diagonal 
for its g7-bishop. 17.b3 £5 18.4%d2 2d7 19.a5 b5 20.axb6 Wxb6 21.2fb1 Af7 22.We2 He7 23.2d2 
Rae8 24.e3 “g5 25.h4 Aed= 
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Position after: 25...e4= 
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It is harder for White to find the right plan than it is for Black, 0-1 (63) Arkell, K (2445) — Moussard, 
J (2600) London 2019. 


16...b5 17.axb6 Yxb6 18.Aa4 Wd8 


We 


Position after: 18...W8d8 


19.h3 Ae5 20.b3 2F5 21.4% d2 Bb8 22.8a3 Bb4 23.Ab2 Wbs 
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Position after: 23...W8b8 
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0-1 (70) Arkell, K (2447) — Oparin, G (2654) Douglas 2019. All the black pieces are involved in the 
battle. 


Conclusions: The main trick of this system for Black is ...a\f6-g4-e5. Since the white king is reliably 
defended, the game is strictly on the queenside and in the center. Both ...b5 and ...f5 explosions are 
involved. 


( c) 10.Ad2 a6 11.a4 Abd7 12.h3 ) 


# 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 96 7.23 297 8.292 0-0 9.0-0 Ze8 10.Ad2 a6 
11.a4 Abd7 12.h3 
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Position after: 12.h3 


From here on, Black is faced with various kinds of plans and strategies for White. Each of them 
carries a danger, so you need to thoroughly understand what is going on. The h2-h3 move is more of 
a preventive nature, not allowing the black knights to gallop forward in this sector of the board. 
Having studied the minor variations, you have learned that one of Black’s main maneuvers is to move 
the knight through g4 to e5. Already at this early stage, White stops such ideas. 


12...2b8 


415 


Position after: 12...2b8 
13.04 


This knight move is thematic, but there are reasonable alternatives. 


A) 13.a5 White tries right away to interfere with Black’s main goal. 13...b5 14.axb6 @xb6 


4G Uy Yi 
UY Y Y 
Yi, YU: 


+ ‘tf Aoyy Zo, Sf, 
4 GY 


a Noo ft Oa ODN O 


Position after: 14... Axb6 


Below, dear reader, we will consider the directions of play that White can choose. The fight takes on 
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an uncompromising character! 


Al) 15.e4 2d7 The kernel of the black plan! The bishop is unexpectedly transferred to the opened 
diagonal a6-f1. 16.“2h2 [impossible is 16.&xa6 due to an unexpected double strike on the rook and 
the h3-pawn. 16...!%c8 Black is fine.] 16...2b5 
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Position after: 16... 2.b5 


17.Axb5 Not everyone will tolerate such a bishop. 17...axb5 18.W/c2 Afd7 19.8a7 c4 20.0f3 Ac5, 
Ya-'/2 (68) Huang Qian (2449) — Lei Tingjie (2530) Tianjin 2018. 

A2) 15.8e1 We7 16.8a2 h6 17.Afl Afd7 18.f4 Ac4 19. We2 Bb4 20.e3 Wd8 21.Ad1 Af6 22.Af2 
“\b6 
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Position after: 22...b6 


An interesting maneuver. Black has activated his rook and returned his knights in their previous 
positions. He intensifies the attack on the d5-pawn, undeterred by the possible loss of his 
presumptuous rook. 23.2d2 @fxd5 24.2xd5 Axd5 25.e4 Ac7 26.2xb4 cxb4 27.Wd2 AbS 28.Wixb4 
2d4 
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Position after: 28... 2.d4 


The strength of the two bishops, which we have known for a long time, is again displayed. White 
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is unable to realize his material advantage. 29.W%/d2 “/b6 30.Ac3 &b7 31.Lh2 f5 32.Baal fxe4, %- 
¥2 Nikolic, P (2650) — Cvitan, O (2535) Vrsac 2012. 


A3) 15.4a2 White does not hinder the transfer of the opponent’s bishop, but tries to implement his 
own plan. 15...2d7 16.8e1 2b5 17.63 Afd7 18.ade4 We7 19.2f4 He5 20.Wd2 Abd7 
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Position after: 20...@bd7 


Black has managed to regroup very well. 21.2h6 [6 22.Real &2xh6 23.Wxh6 @f7 24.Wcl £5 All the 
black pieces have found suitable stations, 2-2 (50) Kempinski, R (2586) — Swiercz, D (2608) 
Wroclaw 2014. 


B) 13.2b1 Wc7 Equality rules on the board. The game Inarkiev, E (2695) — Nepomniachtchi, I 
(2702) Nizhny Novgorod 2013 continued as follows. 14.63 b5 15.8b2 b4 16.@ce4 @xe4 17.0 xe4 
2xb2 18.2xb2 a5 19.Wid3 Bb6 
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Position after: 19...2b6 


COZ 


QDeaels ees. 


Jecce 


Secee 


; “s ag R 27/ 
UF Mas a 


eb ou et at 


a Nw ft Oa ON O 


A technical move by Black, which frees the queen from the defense of the d6-pawn and prepares to 
shift the bishop to the a6-square, where it will shoot through half the board. 20.¢4 Wd8 21.f4 White 


needs to create some play. 21...2a6 22.We3 f5 23.exf5 exf5 24.4%23+ Bh8 25.Ag5 We Black has a 
big advantage and he won in 42 moves. 


C) 13.Ade4 Axe4 14.Axe4 Af6 


Position after: 14... Of6 
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15.295 [15.Axf6+ Wxf6F] 15...2£5 Sooner or later White will have to exchange on f6. Black 
already has an advantage, and if White retreats the knight to c3 the black b-pawn immediately 
launches to b5 with a difficult position for White. 

D) The pseudo-active move 13.e4 gets White into a difficult position after the dynamic 13...b5 
14.axb5 axb5 15.2e1 b4 16.AHe2 Ae5 17.Wc2 Wh6 18.Ac4 Axc4 19.Wxc4 Ad7?t with a serious 
advantage for Black. 


13...Ae5 
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Position after: 13...0e5 
14.43 


White can again chooses the direction that we already know. 14.@xe5 Exe5 
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Position after: 14...&xe5 


A) 15.4 b5 16.axb5 axb5 17.f4 Be8 18.e5 Ah5 19.94 Ag3 20.23 b4 
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Position after: 20...b4 


A1) If White moves his knight Black will be in good shape. 21.0a4 Wh4 22.@xc5 [22.exd6 &xg4— 
+ White’s three minor pieces are all passive and it is no surprise that now he either loses material 
or gets mated right away thanks to the resource ...2d4+] 22...dxc5 23.Wd3 Af5 24.exf5 &xf5= 


A2) 21.8xg3 bxc3 22.bxc3 dxe5 23.f5 e4 24.fxg6 hxg6 25.2f4 Hb2 
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Position after: 25...&b2 


Black is more active, 0-1 (30) Drozdova, D (2258) — Zhukova, N (2459) Khanty-Mansiysk 2014. 
B) 15.2f4 &e8 16.4d3 We7 17.e4 Ad7 18.Wc2 De5 19.23 b5 
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Position after: 19...b5 


Time to get cracking. 20.axb5 axb5 21.f4 Ac4 22.2f2 2d7 23.8a7 Wd8 24.b3 b4 An important 
intermediate move. 25.Ab1 Ab6 26.4)d2 2b5 Black has arranged his pieces well, 0-1 (75) Li Bo 
(2383) — Nayhebaver, M (2450) Dunajska Streda 2017. 
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14...Ah5 15.e4 2d7 16.a5 
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Position after: 16.a5 
Black has two continuations in this position. 
16...b5! 


Despite all the obstacles, the b-pawn is eager to fight! 


An equally interesting continuation is 16...%/xa5!? 17.¢4 Af6 18.£4. White’s pawns have advanced 
but this thrust is not supported by the white pieces, which are uncoordinated. We can expect some 
tactics, and there they come! 18...Aexg4 19.hxg4 
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Position after: 19.hxg4 


A) 19...2x¢4!? deserves attention. 
Al) 20.213 2h3 21.2e1 b5 
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Position after: 21...b5 


22.4\c2 [More consistent is 22.e5!?. If you get involved in a tactical struggle, you need to get really 
stuck in! 22...dxe5 23.fxe5 Ad7 24.Ac2 Wb6 25.e6 Ae5 26.2f4 c4+ 27.23 Wd8 28.Ae4 fxe6 
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Position after: 28...fxe6 


29.225 Wb6+ 30.23 Wd8 31.2g5= A worthy battle with a worthy result.] 22...Wd8 23.3 (4-% 
(48) Schild, R (2168) — Hoffmann, F (2302) ICCF email 2014) 23...b4 24.0d1 a5 25.0f2 2d7F 
The well-placed black pieces and his extra pawns compensate for the missing a piece. 


A2) 20.43 b5 
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Position after: 20...b5 


21.Qaxb5! Again White accepts the fight! 21...%xal 22.Axd6t A difficult tactical battle rages 
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across the board, 1-0 (55) Bredenhof, B (2156) — Fagerstrom, M (2184) ICCF email 2013. 
B) 19...Axg4 20.f5 
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Position after: 20.f5 


20...h5 [Transferring the knight to the queenside is dubious. 20...0e5 21.Ac2 Wd8 22.He2 We4 
23.Wel Axb2 24.Wie3 Ac4 25.22¢5T White has a serious initiative, 1-0 (59) Marek, S (2446) — 
Privoznik, L (2412) ICCF email 2013.] 21.2f3!2+ The position of the black king is actually not as 
safe as it seems at first glance. 


17.axb6 2b5! 
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Position after: 17...2b5! 
18.Aaxb5 


Hitting the h5-knight seems tempting. 18.¢4!? &xfl 
A) The drawback of 19.f%xf1 is that now the g-pawn has one less defender. 19...2\f6 20.f4 
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Position after: 20.f4 


1-0 (75) Baryshpolets, A (2477) — Yilmaz, M (2515) Kharkov 2011. Now after 20...Afxg4 21.fxe5 
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&)xe5 22.4\a4 f5! 23.exf5 Hf8 24.4\c2 Bxf5 25.We2 Wh4F Black’s attack is stronger than White’s. 
B) 19.&xfl1! Af6 20.f4 Aed7 21.Ac4 Axb6 22.Na5 
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Position after: 22. a5 


A typical move; the fleet-footed knight trots to an outpost in the heart of the enemy camp, 1-0 (77) 
Rogozenco, D (2476) — Filip, L (2399) Baile Govora 2017. Black could continue 22...%c8 23.Ac6 
Eb7 24.2xa6 Abd7 25.8a5 Bb4 26.43 h6 27.2a7 Hb7 28.8a5 Xb4oo. The position is not easy from 
a practical point of view, but it will definitely appeal to fans of tactical complications. 


18...axb5 19.Axb5 Wxb6é 
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Position after: 19...W8xb6 
20.4a3 


Paradoxical as it may seem, given the general advice about placing knights on the edge of the board, 
the knight is better here than on c3. It has no special prospects on c3, while Black’s pressure on the b- 
file and the long dark diagonal cause considerable concern. 20.4c3 c4 21.94 [21.Aa4 Wb3 22.2d2 
Qd3 23.2c3 &xc3 24.bxc3 Af6F, “2-4 (39) Michiels, B (2501) — Nielsen, P (2687) Germany 2011] 
21...A0f6 
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Position after: 21...0f6 


22.2e3 White seeks counterplay [more passive is 22.2a2 “d3 23.We2 Ad7t with a very strong attack 
for Black, (0-1 (58) Skrbin, K (2264) — Saric, A (2489) Pula 201)] 22...!/xb2 23.2d4 Afd7 24.%b1 
Wa3 25.0b5 Wad 26.2c3 Wb6 27.2d4 Wa5 28.2c3 Wb6 29.2d4 Wa5 It is difficult for either side to 
find a stronger continuation, 2-'’2 Le Quang, L (2717) — Sjugirov, S (2657) Loo 2013. 


20... b3! 
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Position after: 20...W{b3! 
21.8xb3 


A) It is impossible to ignore such a queen. After 21.2h2 Yxd1 22.2xd1 2b3 23.2e3 Exb2 24.2db1 
EKeb8 25.8xb2 &xb2 26.2b1 Exb1 the game ends in a peaceful outcome, /2-’2 Smeets, J (2660) — 
Anisimoy, P (2532) Aix-les-Bains 2011. 


B) 21.2b1 Wxd1 22.&xd1 2b3 Black nails down the weakness in the enemy camp. 23.2d2 Ha8 
24.24 Af6 25.2c3!? 
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Position after: 25. 2.c3!? 


25...2xc3 The simplest of overload combinations. 26.bxc3 &xa3 27.f4 Ac4 28.e5 dxe5 29.d6c0, 4-/% 
(82) Le Quang, L (2714) — Gin, A (2714) Beijing 2011. 


21...2xb3 22.94 
22.8d1 Seb8e Black has clear play, 1-0 (36) Sasikiran, K (2689) — Arnold, M (2505) Bastia 2011. 


22...016 


enn 
Ba 


= RG Ae A 


Position after: 22... f6 
23.8d1 


23.©h1 h6 [noteworthy is the idea of a pin by 23...2a8!?] 24.f4 Ad3 25.Ac4 Axcl 26.Axd6 Bd8 
27.Sfxcl Exd6 28.e5 Bd8 29.exf6 2xf6 30.Bxc5 Exb2% 
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Position after: 30...&xb2% 


The game is heading towards a draw, '2-'2 (43) Yuffa, D (2373) — Shariyazdanov, A (2584) Izhevsk 
2013. 


23...h6N 
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Position after: 23...h6N 
Black prepares ...g5, looking to control the dark squares. 
24.%f1 


Bringing the king into the battlefield. 


It’s a mistake to play passively. 24.0c2? @d3 [Ponomariov, playing White, analyzed 24...Ac4 
25.Ha2 Axed 26.Bad00 2xb2? 27.Hel+. Black cannot hold this position. ] 
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Position after: 24...d3 


A) If suddenly White decides to try to exchange more of Black’s active pieces, he may run into a 
series of intermediate blows. Ponomariov’s first intention was 25.4a3. Black’s pieces are already 
very active, it’s time to offer exchanges. 25...@\xcl! An important intermezzo. [worse is 25...Axb2 
26.2xb3 Axd1 27.4d3+—] 26.8xcl Exb2 
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Position after: 26...2xb2 


White does not seem to get enough play with 27.Ne3 Axe4 28.2xe4 Exe4 29.%c4 Ebe2 30.Axd6 
&f4. Black has a big advantage. 


B) 25.2a4 ®d7 26.2a6 @xcl 27.Excl 2xb2 28.2d1 Be5 29.Na3 Ab6+F, 0-1 Ponomariov, R (2756) 
— Bacrot, E (2723) Elancourt 2013. 


24...25 


Black fixes the weakness of the dark squares in the white camp. 


This is better than the apparently active 24...2\d3 25.4\c4. The knight gets back in the game with hope 
for a bright future. 


25.Ac2 Ac4 


25...4d3, proposed by M. Marin, can lead to the same position. The essential difference is that now 
White has the opportunity to exchange by 26.Ha3=. 


26.2a4 Axb?2 27.2xb2 Exb2 28.He3 
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Position after: 28.e3 
28...Ad7 


Complete equality follows 28...2b4 29.2a6 2f8 30.0f5 Axe4 31.8xe4 Xbxe4 32.0xd6 2xd6 
33.2xd6=. 


29.265 


White gets a difficult position after 29.@\c4 2b4 30.2xb4 cxb4 31.Axd6 2b8. Black is a pawn down, 
but he has the right to count on a victory thanks to his distant passed pawn. 


29...2b6 30.8a7 Ae5= 


Black’s position is somewhat nicer, but winning is not at all easy. 


Conclusions: In this variation most often play has the character of an intense struggle. Despite the 
awkward position of the bishop on g2, White can with typical knight and e-pawn maneuvers create a 
lot of trouble for the opponent, so Black needs to act energetically. His play is connected with a 
breakthrough on the queenside and the mobilization of all forces in this section of the board. 


Chapter 9 
2f4 System 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.2f4 
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Chapter Guide 
Chapter 9 — 2f4 System 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 26 7.2f4 a6 
a) 8.-- 

b) 8.a4 227 9.e4 

c) 8.a4 227 9.h3 


a) 8.-- 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 
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Position after: 5...d6 
6.Af3 


All the lines with 2f4 intersect closely with one another. The purpose of the line is to create pressure 
on the d6-pawn — the pillar of Black’s defense. 


6.e4 26 7.2f4 a6 8.a4 
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Position after: 8.a4 
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The standard prophylactic move. Black needs extreme accuracy. 


A) In the case of the straightforward 8...2¢7 9.2e2 0-0 10.A 2¢4 11.4d2 &xe2 12.Wxe2 
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Position after: 12.Wxe2 


White gets a comfortable arrangement of his pieces. 12...Ah5 13.2e3 @d7 14.0-0 [the aggressive 
14.¢4 unexpectedly encounters a crazy counterattack: 14...f5!N] 14...f5 The only way to make use of 
the fact that the rook is still on f8. 15.exf5 &xf5 16.f4+ White has won the opening battle, Braga, F 
(2425) — Godena, M (2430) Chianciano 1988 (1-0, 40). 


B) 8...We7!2 9.Wc2 27 10.A£3 0-0 


Position after: 10...0-0 


11.2d3 [It is not clear what the bishop would do after 11.2c4 “bd7 12.0-0 “g4F; 11.2e2 224, 
which is already beneficial for Black] 11...@bd7 12.0-0 [the unnecessarily slow 12.h3 Ah5 13.2h2 
£57 gives Black clear counterplay] 12...2\g4 with comfortable play. 


6...26 7.264 
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Position after: 7.24 


This opening scheme, as well as the Modern Benoni in general, was developed in the early 1950s. 
The pioneer was the game Goldin — Tolush 1952. In 1954, the novelty was tested for strength by such 
formidable Soviet players as Tal and Spassky. This direction for White has always had some 
popularity, but was on the sidelines. It received its second wind in the 10s of the 21st century. 
Aronian, Caruana, So, Bacrot, Sargissian, Cheparinov, and Vallejo Pons used the variation as White. 
Such heavyweights as Caruana, Nakamura, Giri, Mamedyarov, Wojtaszek, Ponomariov, Hakobyan, 
Van Wely, Sevian, and Ponkratov have defended their principles as Black. 


7...a6! 
The main continuation. 
8.e4 


The idea behind this variation is to create play in the center by sacrificing the queenside. Marin 
played an important role in the analysis of this line. 


A) Of course White can also try he classical knight transfer 8.42. 
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Position after: 8.Qd2 


Al) 8...Ah5 does not equalize. as White takes the initiative with 9.Wa4+!. 
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Position after: 9.&a4+! 


The unexpected thrust of the queen sows confusion in the black ranks. 9...b5 [More accurate is 
9...Wd7 although now Black has to walk his king across the board. 10.W%e4+ d8 11.a4 Axf4 
12.Wixf4 We7 13.Ac4 f5 14.h4 Ad7 15.e3 &c7 16.a5 2g7 17.Aa4 De5 18.Acb6 2b8 19.Bcl &d8 
20.b4 
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Position after: 20.b4> 


1-0 (29) Mihajlov, S (2363) — Asis Gargatagli, H (2529) chess.com 2019] 10.Axb5 axb5 11.W/xa8 
Wb6 12.c3 Axf4 13.exf4 Be7 14.04 0-0 15.2xb5 Bxb2 16.0-0 2xal 17.Ac4 Wb7 18.Wixb7 2xb7 
19.Bxal 2xd5 20.Axd6 
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Position after: 20. Axd6 


White returns the exchange at the right moment to get a strategically won position, 1-0 (30) 
Aronian, L (2780) — Giri, A (2773) Stavanger 2015. 
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Position after: 9... AhS 


A2.1) Dizzying complications follow the non-standard 10.axb5!? Axf4 Black plays the principled 
move. 11.bxa6 Ah5 Otherwise 12.W/a4+ with a double attack. 12.e3 (Timman, J (2578) — 
Kurmann, O (2450) Potsdam 2012, 1-0, (32)) 12...8g¢7 13.a7 Ad7 14.2b5 2b7 
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Position after: 14...2b7 


To prevent 15.2c6 winning. 15.W/a4 [15.4c4 0-0 16.Axd6 b6c both sides will have to sweat a 
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lot] 15...2xc3 16.bxc3 Ahf6oo Again a game with three possible results, although personally I 
would prefer to defend for Black. 


A2.2) 10.2c3 b4 11.Ace4 f5 12.24! 


wo” 


Position after: 12.24! 


The main idea of this line. It’s forced, the only way White can avoid losing a piece. 12...Af6 
[Decentralization is hardly in Black’s best interests. 12...fxg4 13.4\c4 White exerts very strong 
pressure.] 13.gxf5 Axe4 14.Axe4 &xf5 
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Position after: 14... 2xf3 


15.4\g3 [an intermediate exchange of dark-squared bishops favors the defending side 15.295 2e7 
16.2xe7 Wxe74, %-% (60) Leniart, A (2484) — Yilmaz, M (2622) Achaea 2016] 15...W/f6 16.Wd2 
297 17.€@xf5 (1-0 (34) Sargissian, G (2667) — Ponomariov, R (2709) chess.com INT 2017) 
17...WYxf5 18.h4 Ad7 19.2h3 We4 Black has enough counterplay. 


B) 8.4e4!? b5!2N 9.Axf6+ Wxf6 10.Wd2 2e7F 
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Position after: 10... 227% 


Black controls the long dark diagonal. 


C) Positions with 8.a4 will be discussed in the next subchapter. 


8...b5 
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Position after: 8...b5 
9.We2 


The most active move. White concentrates all his forces to break in the center with e4-e5. 


A) Less fortunate is the attempt 9.2.43 on account of 9...2¢4! 10.0-0 Ah5 11.2e3 297 12.h3 &xfB 
13.W4xf3 (Murdzia, P (2485) — Simacek, P (2508) Czechia 2010) 13...ad7= 
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Position after: 13...0d7= 
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By arranging his pieces harmoniously, Black solves his opening problems. 


B) The prophylactic 9.h3 looks a bit slow as after 9...b4 [9...227 10.2d3 0-0 11.0-0 We7 12.Hel 
Hbd7 13.W/d2 e8 transposes to the variation with ...%e7] 10.Aa4 Axed 
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Position after: 10...xe4 


it is far from clear that White will get compensation. 11.£d3 f5 12.0-0 897 13.2xe4 fxe4 14.45 0- 
0 15.Ac6 &xe6 16.dxe6 Exf4 17.Wd5 We8 18.Wxa8 Sf8 19.e7 Wxe7 20.Wd5++ The fight is in full 
swing. 


C) More relevant is 9.2e2 297. 
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Position after: 9...227 


C1) 10.0-0 0-0 11.e5 AhS5 12.2e3 dxe5 13.&xc5 Re8 14.0d2 Ad7 15.83 Ahf6, 1-0 (35) 
Shtembuliak, E (2548) — Grigoryan, A (2568) Saint Louis 2019 [15...Adf6!? Black is even better, 
since the d5-pawn in this setup is more likely a weakness than a strength]. 

C2) 10.e5 Ah5 11.2e3 dxe5 12.2xc5 Ad7 13.2b4 BF8 14.d6 2b7 15.a4 @f4 16.0-0 297 17.axb5 
a5 18.243 
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Position after: 18. 2a3 


18...0-0 [18...e4 leads to complete equality. 19.Ad4 Wg5 20.g3 &xd4 21.Wxd4 Axe2+ 22.4)xe2 0- 
0 23.We3 Wxb5= The two sides have roughly equal pluses and minuses.] 19.2d3+ 0-1 (70) Studer, 
N (2479) — Martirosyan, H (2616) Skopje 2019. 


9...2e7 
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Position after: 9...8e7 


To neutralize the enemy threats some sacrifices have to be made, but all this is only temporary. Ask 
how the fl bishop feels next to its queen! 


10.%c2 


White also needs to resolve the issue of completing his development. 


A) The long-awaited 10.e5 does not work. 10...dxe5 11.2xe5 Abd7 
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Position after: 11...@bd7 


A1) White is left with nothing in case of the aggressive 12.d6 @xe5 13.dxe7 [13.Wxe5 Wxd6¥] 
13...0xf3+ 14.4xf3 Wxe7+ 15.2e2 2b7F. You can only dream of a better position for Black. 


A2) 12.0-0-0 Axe5 13.Axe5 Wd6 The blockade is necessary. 14.Ac6 &f8 15.¢3 &2b7 16.2g2 (0-1 
(35) Mohr, S — Ilic, Z West Berlin 1985) 16...&e8= 
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Position after: 16...&e8= 


With the coming ...2d8 Black will solve all his problems. 
B) On 10.0-0-0 0-0 11.e5 Ah5 Black is not obliged to trade. 12.2h6 Ze8 13.6 
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(Bartel, M (2613) — Gajewski, G (2594) Lublin 2008) 13...fxe6 14.dxe6 Ac6 15.2d5 “f6+ The e6- 
pawn turns out to be not a strength, but a weakness. 


10...0-0 
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Position after: 10...0-0 


11.a4 
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This is White’s main idea. He gains control over c4, but occupying this square requires some time. 


Much more passive is 11.2e2 Ah5 12.2h6 He8 13.0-0. 
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Position after: 13.0-0 


A) Black can equalize with the retreat 13...2£8!7N The bishop has done its job on e7 and quietly 
returns home. 14.225 @f6 15.42 [White gains nothing from the lunge 15.a4 b4 16.4d1 h6¥. Black 
is left with the two bishops.] 15...Abd7 
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Position after: 15...@bd7 
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16.£4 Still White refrains from the a2-a4 pawn push [16.a4 b4 17.Ad1 h6 18.2e3 297 Black is 
doing well]. 16...c4 17.£5 [17.a4 2b8#] 17...2g7 Black’s position is already preferable. 


B) 13...2¢4 left White some advantage in 0-1 (47) Franic, M (2414) — Djurovic, G (2378) Sibenik 


2012. 


11...b4 


Position after: 11...b4 


12.Ab1 
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The alternative is 12.4d1 but the bishop on f4 will come under attack, which could be awkward. 
12...b3 13.4% b1 Se8 14.2d3 
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Position after: 14. 2d3 


14...c4?!+ (Shaw, P (2178) — Jackson, J (2320) Aberystwyth 2014) [Black should have played 
14... HHSN 15.2e3 Ad7 16.0-0 2f6 17.Ad2 2b8 18.Ha3 DWe5 19.22 2e7 20.2xb3 Bxb3 21.4xb3 f5e 
when he has active play for the pawn. | 
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Position after: 12...b3! 
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Distracting the queen from the defense of the central pawn. 
13.%d3 


Accepting the “gift” is not advisable. 13.%xb3 @xe4 Black will dominate the b-file. 14.2d3 Af6 
15.0-0 Abd7 16.Ac3 Bb8 17.Wa2 Bb4 
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Position after: 17...&b4 


My favorite rook posting. 18.2d2 (1-0 (28) Sadorra, J (2473) — Akopian, R (2108) Irvine 2010) 
18...A¢4 19.He4 £5 An important intermezzo. 20.Aeg5 @de5F Half of White’s pieces are stuck. 


13...2e8 


A typical idea for this line. 
13...Ah5 14.2h6 Be8 15.2\c3 26 16.8e2 2e4= The position takes on a familiar aspect. 
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Position after: 13...%e8 
14.43 


White played more weakly in the game Volodin, A (2509) — Koykka, P (2242) Eilat 2012 (1-0, 51). 
14.2¢27! @xe4! 15.Wxe4 2f6 Discovered attack. 16.W4c4 &2xb2 17.2a3 2xa3 18.0xa3 Ad7 
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Position after: 18...0d7 


A) 19.0-0?! 2b8 20.2xd6 &b4 Regrouping the rook in time. 21.!4/d3 Wf6 22.223 [weak is 22.A\c4 
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xc4+] 22...W/b2—+ The white pieces are clearly in disharmony. 
B) Frankly weak is 19.2xd6? “/f6 20.293 Wal+t. 


C) 19.f%xb3 is the principled and most logical move. Why should the opponent be allowed to keep 
such a strong, far-advanced pawn? Other possible moves are weaker. 19...W/£6 20.2c1 Eb8 Black’s 
attack on the uncastled king combined with open rook-lines compensates for some material losses. 


14...Ah5 15.23 2f6 16.2e2 2e42 
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Position after: 16...2g¢42 


The position is unclear and all three results are possible. 


Conclusions: The variation is distinguished by White’s great determination. However, non-standard 
approaches to typical positions help Black to find his right place in the games with this system. 


( b) 8.24 &g7 9.e4 


J 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.0f3 96 7.24 a6 8.a4 


The modern interpretation of this line. Carrying out prevention in advance, the attacking side tries to 
further centralize its forces. 


8...297 
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Position after: 8...2¢7 
9.e4 


A) 9.e3 0-0 10.h3 leads to the main variation. 


B) 9.4\d2 The bishop on f4, which has no decent retreat square, immediately becomes an object of 
attack. 9...Ah5 10.293 [10.2e3 looks awkward. 10...Ad7 11.@c4 Ae5 Quickly defending the pawn. 
12.4xe5 &xe5 13.g3 0-0 14.292 £5 15.f4 2297 16.0-0 Be8 17.22 Af6 18.h3 Hb8 19.2b1 Was 
20.2e1 Wc7 Black is playing to seize the initiative, 0-1 (35) Sanchez Enriquez, O (2397) — Ortiz 
Suarez, I (2601) Bogota 2013.] 10...Axg3 11.hxg3 Ad7 12.c4 He5 13.f4 De4 14.0c4 2d4 
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Position after: 14... 2d4 
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Black climbs into White’s weak squares. 15.W/f3 @f2 16.2h4 h5 17.de2 2¢4 18.%b3 Axe4 Black’s 
activity has won material. 19.Axd4 cxd4 20.Wxb7 0-0 21.2d3 Ac5 0-1 Papayan, O (2294) — 
Gabrielian, A (2573) Voronezh 2012. 


9...294 


Position after: 9...2¢4 
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Provoking White to enter further complications. 
10.8%b3 


A non-standard continuation, but if White wants to fight for an advantage, he has to take risks. 


10.2e2 is rather quiet, but nevertheless has appeared in a huge number of games. 10...2xf3 11.2xf3 
0-0 12.0-0 "e7 Black has solved most of the opening problems. 


10...2xf3 11.gxf3 AhS 
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Position after: 11...®h5 
12.%xb7 


Both sides go all-in. After this principled move there could follow 
A) 12.223 0-0 
A1) 13.a5 White finally prevents the b7-pawn from advancing, and makes it weak. 13...%e7 


14.292 &d7 15.0-0 White cannot grab a pawn because of the weakness on b2. 15...b5 16.axb6 
Xfb8+ Black’s game is much more pleasant. 


A2) 13.Y4xb7 @d7 14.4%b3 [14.2xd6 &2xc3+ 15.bxc3 Wf6—+] 14...2d4 15.2e2 Wf6 
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Position after: 15... 86 


Black has ideally positioned his forces. His game is much better. 


A3) 13.2e2 e8 Black prevents f3-f4. 14.a5 We7 15.0-0 Ad7# 
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Position after: 15...@d7¥ 


White’s pawn structure is severely compromised and his king position is insecure, so Black has an 
advantage. 


B) Black breathes a sigh of relief after 12.2e3, as the bishop has betrayed its ideals and left the 
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active diagonal. 12...Ad7 13.8e2 &e5+ Having occupied the dark squares, Black dominates. 


12...Axf4 13.8xa8 Wb6 
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Position after: 13...8b6 
14.2xa6 


Using a temporary pin. 


A) A noteworthy idea is 14.2b5+, which requires iron self-control from Black. 14...axb5 15.a5 Wc7 
16.a6 0-0 
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Position after: 16...0-0 
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17.8b7 [After 17.a7 it suddenly turns out that the white queen has nowhere to go. 17...Ad3+ 18.2f1 
b4 19.4d1 Axb2—+ Black’s play is as clear as a mountain stream.] 17...Axa6 18.%/xa6 b4F Black’s 
pressure on the dark squares gives him obvious compensation for the donated material. 


B) Black develops a serious attack on the king if White risks long castling. 14.0-0-0 0-0 15.8d2 c4 


Position after: 15...c4 
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16.2d1 [16.2xc4 Yb4-+] 16...Wib4 17.8c2 Ad3+ 18.2xd3 cxd3 19.8&c7 Ad7> 
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14...0-0 15.2b5 c4 
White’s troubles continue. 


16.0-0 Y%d4—> 


Position after: 16...Wid4> 
Black has very strong compensation, building an attack on the king. 


( c) 8.24 2g7 9.h3 


a 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Af3 96 7.2f4 a6 8.a4 297 9.h3!? 
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Position after: 9.h3!? 


White creates a shelter for his active bishop. Some time ago this line was one of the most popular 
among the opponents of the Modern Benoni, and it remains in demand among strong players to this 
day. Its supporters include Aronian, So, and Sargissian, while Nakamura, Van Wely, Short, Koneru, 
and Hou Yifan have defended Black’s side. 


9...0-0 10.e3 


Placing the pawn on e3 instead of e4 prevents Black from pursuing one of his main ideas in the 
Modern Benoni: pressure on the e4-pawn. However, after ...f7-f5, the d5-pawn becomes weak. A 
great protagonist of this opening was Vugar Gashimoy; he understood this system on an intuitive 
level. In our time, his most prominent successors are Mamedyarov, Van Wely, Ponkratov, and Indjic. 
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Position after: 10.e3 
10...He8 


A move which in our opinion allows Black to equalize the game. One positive feature immediately 
catches the eye: the diagonal opens for the dark-squared bishop, but the true goals are revealed only 
after a few more moves. By the way, it is worth mentioning that this variation is quite popular among 
strong grandmasters. Its most prominent follower is Indjic. As well, this line can be found in the 
practice of Nakamura, Short, Edouard, Sevian, Yilmaz, Papaioannou, and Ponkratov. 


The other main variations possible in this position are: 10...2e8, 10...We7, and 10...Ah5, an option for 
those who like to get off the beaten track. But after analyzing the consequences, we came to the 
conclusion that only the knight retreat equalizes. 


11.2e2 Ad7 12.0-0 Ae5!? 
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Position after: 12...@e5!? 


When placing his knight on this typical outpost, Black understands perfectly well that the piece can 
be exchanged at any moment. Therefore, we are prepared after ...dxe5 to hoist the second knight to 
the outpost on d6! 


13.Ad2 


The main and most fundamental continuation. White carries out the typical transfer of the knight to 
the c4-outpost. However, this means that Black can keep his knight on e5. 


A) 13.2xe5 &xe5 Perhaps this is Black’s best choice. The pawn recapture ...dxe5 raises the 
question: why is the g7-bishop now on a closed diagonal?! This variation was analyzed well by GM 
Mihail Marin. 14.4\xe5 dxe5 
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Position after: 14...dxe5 


15.a5 [Nothing can be gained by transferring the knight. 15.Ae4 b6 16.Ad2 Wg5 17.0f3 We7 The 
position is close to equality.] 15...ad6 16.4a4 [White can try to put pressure on Black’s weaknesses 
by 16.&%b3 2d7 17.Wa3 Bc8 18.8acl (Wagner, D (2487) — Chudinovskih, A (2296) Legnica 2013 0- 
1, 41) but after 18...%g5 19.2h1 /h4t here too Black has weighty counterplay] 16...&%xa5 17.8%b3 
c4 18.W%/b6 [immediate loss follows 18.2xc4? b5¥] 18...4%xb6 19.Axb6 Zb8 
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Position after: 19...2b8 
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20.2xc4 [It’s hard to count on anything serious after 20.Axc4 Axc4 21.2xc4 2d7 22.Rfcl Bfc8=. 
White has nothing significant.] 20...2d8 21.8fd1 &f5 22.e2 [22.8acl Ac8= Taking an important 
outpost away from the white knight.] 22...2c2 23.&dcl [The pseudo-active 23.2d2?! encounters an 
unexpected rebuttal: 23...2b3 24.£a3 Ae4!.] 23...Ac8 An important intermediate move. 24.4c4 
2b3= Black is fine. 


B) Giving the e-pawn a second push looks like a loss of time. 13.e4 Axf3+ 14.2xf3 
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Position after: 14. &xf3 


(0-1 (65) Kaufman, L (2329) — Ortiz Suarez, I (2588) Arlington 2014) 14...f5 15.W/d2 fxe4 16.Axe4 
Wb62 The fight is in full swing. 


C) Somewhat slow in this context is 13.2el Axf3+ 14.2xf3 
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Position after: 14. &xf3 


(%-% (41) Chandran, K (2229) — Sarkar, J (2399) Greensboro 2014) 14...f5 15.Wd2 ¢5 16.2h2 2d7 
17.a5 We7 18.8e2 Ac7= Transferring the knight to b5 gives Black serious counter-chances. 


D) 13.a5 @xf3+ 14.2xf3 2d7 15.%b3 Hb8 16.4%b6 Wxb6 17.axb6 f5 18.2a5 Bc8= 
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Position after: 18...&c8= 


Black has completely equalized, Panchanatham, V (2384) — Sevian, S (2619) Philadelphia 2018, 1-0 
(41). 
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13...b6 


Position after: 13...b6 
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A) 14.W%c2 leads to an unclear position. 14...2a7 15.2a3 f500 
B) 14.23 £5 15.8a3 Bb8 16.f4 AF7 17.2b3 Ac7 18.2c4 2d7 19.We2 We8 20.€4 b5 


Position after: 20...b5 
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Both players follow their own lines. White plays strictly in the center, Black undermines the 
opponent’s redoubts on the queenside. 21.e5 bxc4 22.2xb8 Wxb8 23.4xc4 He8 24.c6 


Gay 
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Position after: 24.e6 


24...4@\xe6 A frequently-used technique for stabilizing a position is the return of part of the material 
advantage. 25.dxe6 Exe6 Black has a healthy extra pawn, 0-1 (60) Srebrnic, A (2203) — Zhukova, N 
(2471) Belgrade 2013. 


14...£5 15.843 Eb8 16.8b3 g5 17.2xe5 Bxe5 18.Ac4 We7 19.£4 exf4 20.Axe5 dxe5 21.exf4 e4 
22.Ab1 Yg7 23.Ha3 Dd6 
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Position after: 23...0d6 


Black seizes the initiative. 

0-1 (92) Gallego Alcaraz, A (2502) — Indjic, A (2630) Gibraltar 2019. 

Conclusions: The struggle in this line has a diverse nature. Tactically saturated positions are replaced 
by closed, maneuvering ones. An important idea that we need to learn is setting up an outpost on the 


d6-square. It is important to accept that in case of tactical complications, you must fight like a true 
warrior! 
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Chapter 10 
Sidelines 


1.d4 Af6 2.4 c5 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 10 — Sidelines 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 5 
a) 3.dxc5 Wa5+ 
b) 3.dxc5 “a6 

c) 3.dxc5 e6 

d) 3.d5 e6 4.dxe6 


( a) 3.dxc5 Wa5+ 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 
Special attention must be paid to the move 


3.dxc5 
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Position after: 3.dxc5 


This alternative to the mainstream is quite interesting. White tries to get away from the beaten path 


and make the opponent think for himself rather than relying on his preparation. With the 


straightforward 


3...Wa5t+ 


Black seeks to immediately win back the pawn. The disadvantage is that the queen out in the middle 


of the board can be harassed by the enemy pieces. 


4.A\c3 
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Position after: 4.0c3 


4...Wixe5 


The most consistent. Following the lead of the game Bachtiar, A (2390) — Dorfman, J (2595) 


Marlboro Chess Classic Manila, let’s consider a series of moves that could really happen in practice. 


A) It looks doubtful from the point of view of the basic chess postulates, but still it is worth paying 


attention to 4...Ae4. 
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Position after: 4... Ae4 
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Al) 5.2d2 @xd2 6.Wixd2 Wxc5 7.e3 d6 8.Af3 26 9.2e2 297 10.0-0 0-0 11.2acl Ad7 12.Ad5 
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Position after: 12. Ad5 


White’s advantage is beyond doubt. 12...%e8 13.b4 Wc6 14.Ad4 2xd4 15.exd4 Ab6 16.Ae3 e5 
17.d5 Black failed to show stiff enough resistance. 1-0 (37) Heydarli, K (2301) — Daniel, M (2081) 
Litomysl 2012. 


A2) 5.Wc2 @xc3 6.2d2 Wxc5 7. xc3 
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Position after: 7.W4xc3 
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A2.1) 7...e5 seems more active. However by continuing 8.e3 [Fixing the backward d-pawn is not 
particularly helpful: 8.e4 Ac6 9.Af3 Wb6 10.2e3 &c5 11.a3 a5=.] 8...A\c6 9.a3 a5 10.2d3 d5 
L1.cxd5 Wxd5 12.03 


FETs Ta, 
4% 


Lg 
ZG 


2G 
A, 


aS DS iy Ph ee 


Aero ee 


4 q, GG 
LLEGY, Y GX, Yj 
ny Vi Mm OY Fi 


Position after: 12. Af3 


White has a promising position, as 12...e4 allows 13.8c4+ followed by 14.44. 


A2.2) 7...Wc7 White enjoys a small but persistent advantage, with two possible game plans: 8.e4 
[8. AB Ac6 9.e3 e5 10.2d3+] 8...Ac6 9.2d3 e5 10.Ae2 Bc5 11.0-0 d6 White is a little better, but 
still has to prove it. 


B) 4...e6 The effect is weaker than if it were played earlier. 5.e3 &xc5 6.2d3 0-0 7.0f3 @c6 8.0-0 
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Position after: 8.0-0 


B1) 8...d5 9.cxd5 exd5 10.2d2+ White has a strong advantage everywhere. [10.a3 is a good move 
as well.] 


B2) 8...2e7 9.a3 d6 10.%/c2 White’s position is more attractive. 


5.e4 26 6.2e2 d6 7.Af3 297 8.0-0 0-0 9.2e3 Wa5 10.Wd2 Ac6 
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Position after: 10...0c6 
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11.404? 


White should play 11.h3, a very powerful preventive move that destroys all Black’s illusions about 
jumping his knight to g4. 11...Ad7 [Worse is the classical 11...2e6 in view of 12.a3 Wc7 13.b4. 
White’s initiative becomes threatening in the absence of any serious counterplay.] 12.4\d4+ White 
has a large advantage. In this situation, Black cannot count on more than a draw. 


And after... 


11...Axd4 
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Position after: 11...0xd4 

12.Wxd4 

12.2xd4 @xe4 13.4xe4 Wxd2 14.Axd2 2xd4F with an extra pawn and an overwhelming advantage 
12...A¢4 13.Wd2 2xc3 14.bxc3 Axe3 15.W/xe3 2d7 

Black holds the initiative. 


( b) 3.dxe5 Dab ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.dxc5 Dab 
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Position after: 3...0a6 
A known knight maneuver, characteristic of some variations of the King’s Indian and Nimzo-Indian. 
4.93 


Of course, there are other moves. 


A) White can attempt to defend his extra pawn. 4.2e3 e6 5.23 


Position after: 5.g3 
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Al) 5...Wa5+ 
Al.1) 6.Ad2 &2xc5 7.2xc5 Wxc5 8.292 We7 9.4 ef3 0-0 10.a3 dé 11.0-0 e5 with approximate 
equality. 
A1.2) Also fruitless is 6.Ac3 due to 6...2xc5 7.2d2 [a bishop exchange instantly passes the 
initiative to Black: 7.2xc5 Axc5 8.Wic2 @ce4F] 7...4%b6 and Black is totally fine. 


A2) 5...h5 Trying to muddy the waters, Black plays imprudently and deservedly gets a markedly 
inferior position. White should continue 6.h3 Axc5 7.222 Wa5+ 8.0d2 d6 9.a3 We7 10.b4 Acd7 
11.Agf3 Be7 12.0d4 a6 13.0-0 0-0 14.8cl. 
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Position after: 14.&cl 


Later, however, Black managed to outplay his opponent and win a hard-fought victory, 0-1 (52) 
Mandiza, F (2390) — Nestorovic, N (2476) Philadelphia 2018. 


B) More reasonable is 4.4\c3 (Mirzoev, E (2346) — Kislinsky, A (2489) Lutsk 2015) 4...Axc5 5.3 
26 6.222 227 7.0h3 0-0 8.0-0 d6 9.04 
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Position after: 9.Af4 


9...&£b8 [9...2d7!? with obscure play; 9...2£5 with the idea of occupying the e4-square] 10.2e3 b6 
11.8cl 2b7?!+, %4-% (76) Mirzoev, E (2346) — Kislinsky, A (2489) Lutsk 2015 [Black could have 
equalized with 11...4g4. The knight is en route to the outpost on e5. 12.2d2 WeS 13.b4 Ae6 
14.Axe6 &xe6 Black is OK.] 


C) 4.AB Axes 
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Position after: 4... Axc5 
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C1) 5.4c3 26 6.c3 227 7.2e2 0-0 8.0-0 b6 9.2b1 &b7 Black chooses the double fianchetto. 
10.Ad5 &c8 11.64 Axd5 12.cxd5 “e4 This move earns Black the initiative, 0-1 (43) Kaplan, E 
(1982) — Zlatanovic, B (2408) Paracin 2017. 


C2) 5.23 26 6.292 297 7.0-0 0-0 8.Ac3 d6 9.4\d4 a5 10.b3 2d7 Black is heading for equality, 0-1 
(36) Shvyrjov, I (2382) — Vovk, I (2315) Viljandi 2019. 


C3) 5.Abd2 d6 6.€3 g6 7.64 Acd7 8.2b2 2g7 9.2e2 0-0 10.0-0 
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Position after: 10.0-0 


10...b6 11.Ad4 2b7 12.213 &xf3 13.WxP DAeS 14.We2 Wc7 15.8acl Ac6 16.a3 Bac8 17.23 
Wb7 18.8fd1 Ad7 19.Axc6 Bxc6 20.2xg7 &xg7 21.Ad4 Bec8 22.Mb2 Yg8 23.Bc3 AeS 24. Edel 
a6 25.f3 Hc7 26.Wib3 Bfc8 27.23c2 4-% Swayams, M (2393) — Satyapragyan, S (2456) Kolkata 
2012. 


D) A complete departure from well-known opening constructions is 4.a3 @xc5. Black needs to take 
the pawn. 5.b4 Ae6 6.4c3 96 7.c4 287 8.c5 Ah5 9.0 d6 10.2b2 0-0 11.exd6 exd6 12.8e2 Def4 
13.0-0 Re8 14.2d3 &g4 15.8a2 Wd7 
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Position after: 15...§d7 


Black has solved all his opening problems, 0-1 (41) Benedictsson, B (2355) — Christiansen, L (2550) 
Reykjavik 1984. 


4...Dxc5 5.292 96 6.23 287 7.Dh3 0-0 8.0-0 d6 9.Af4 25 10.83 eB 11.81 Afed 12.Axe4 
Bxed4 13.b4 2xg2 14.exg2 Ad7 
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Position after: 14...0d7 
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The main struggle lies ahead, Gonzalez Zamora, J (2531) — Cofre Archibold, Nestor (2332) Mexican 
Open 2018. 


{ c) 3.dxc5 e6 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.4 c5 3.dxc5 e6 


ee 


20a eee 


Position after: 3...e6 
The most natural and fundamental. 
4.4f3 


A) 4.23 &xc5 5.03 
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Position after: 5. Af3 


5...0-0 [5...b6 6.24 2b7 7.Ac3 0-0 8.2d6 2xd6 9.Wxd6 Ac6 10.e3 Hc8 11.Be2 a5 12.Ae5 xg? 
with clear prospects for Black, 0-1 (34) Lojko, A (2214) — Alekseev, E (2642) Minsk 2015] 6.e3 d5 
7.64 Be7 8.Abd2 a5 9.b5 b6 10.2b2 2b7 11.8e2 Abd7 12.0-0 Hc8 
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Position after: 12...&c8 


Black has nothing to worry about; his position is strong, -’/ (42) Yakovich, Y (2480) — 
Tseshkovsky, V (2455) Kiev 1986. 
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B) 4.4c3 White chooses classical development and sets himself the goal of speedy mobilization of 
forces. 4...&xc5 
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Position after: 4...2xc5 


B1) 5.c4 Dc6 6.203 Ae5 7.AL3 Aeg4 8.2f1 d6 9.We2 Ad7 10.2c2 a6 11.225 Wb6 12.0-0-0 &xf2 
13.Aa4 Wa7 14.2xd6 2e3+ 15.6b1 h6 16.Ae5 &xg5 17.Axf7 0-0 18.W/xg4 Ae5 19.Axh6+ gxh6 
20.2xf8+ &xf8 21.W%d1 Af7 
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Position after: 21...f7 


After all this excitement, Black was able to maintain a material advantage and stabilize his 
position, 0-1 (48) Hess, R (2639) — Malakhov, I (2442) Pardubice 2012. 


B2) 5.4£3 0-0 6.e3 b6 7.8e2 2b7 8.0-0 a6 9.b3 Ae7 10.2b2 d5 11.%c1 We7 12.Wc2 Rac8 
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Position after: 12...2%ac8 


The game develops according to the classical canons of the Queen’s Gambit Declined. 13.%/b1 
dxc4# 0-1 (40) Ashwath, R (2216) — Karthikeyan, P (2440) Mumbai 2015 [13...4fd8= Both sides 
centralize the pieces as much as possible. Black has equalized the game and can safely try to take 
the initiative. ] 


Returning to the main line of this option with 4.43, it should be noted that it closely echoes 
variations discussed above, but there are much more diverse possibilities for both sides. 


4...2xc5 
Kolbus, D (2322) — Fier, A (2596) Teplice 2012. 


5.e3 
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Position after: 5.e3 
5...0-0 


Black chose a less ambitious plan in the game Donchenko, Alexa (2395) — Braun, A (2557) 
Nuernberg 2012. 5...b6 6.a3 &2b7 7.2e2 &e7 8.0-0 0-0 9.Abd2 Wc7 10.b3 dé Again the Hedgehog 
system. 11.2b2 Abd7 12.44 a6 13.2f3 Bfc8= The game is equal. 


6.a3 d5 


Position after: 6...d5 
In this position Black is already better. 
7.2\c3 a6?! 


Now 7...dxc4 left Black an insignificant plus. What else can the defending side dream of in the 
opening?! 


8.b4 2a7 9.2b2 Dc6 10.2e2 We7 11.0-0 Bd8 12.Wc2 d4 13.exd4 Axd4 14.Axd4 &xd4 15.2f3 
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Position after: 15. &f3 


White has achieved a significant advantage, but Black managed to draw. 


{ d) 3.d5 e6 4.dxe6 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 
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Position after: 3...e6 
4.dxe6 


This looks a bit strange, but Black should still be extremely careful. In addition to the rare options 
that we have already studied, there are a number of other non-standard directions for the development 
of the white pieces, which aim to take the Black players out of their preparation. 


So, for example, a possible line is 4.Af3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.4 
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Position after: 6.e4 
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A transparent trap: snaffling the pawn loses to 7.W/a4+. 6...a6 [6...26 7.2d3 297 8.0-0 0-0 9.h3 b5 
transposes to options discussed in Chapter 3] 
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Position after: 6...a6 


A) The following branches lead to studied positions: 7.h3 g6 8.2d3 2g7 9.0-0 0-0 10.4c3 [or 10.a4 
He8 11.43]. 


B) 7.243 294 8.Abd2 Abd7 9.Wc2 6 10.h3 
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Position after: 10.h3 
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10...2xf3 By exchanging a couple of light pieces, Black addresses the problems of developing his 
army in a confined of space. 11.Axf3 297 12.a4 &c8 13.2c4 0-0 14.0-0 We7 15.Bel Bfe8 16.225 h6 
17.2h4 95 18.293 Ah5 19.2h2 Wes 
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Position after: 19...e5 


Black is occupying the dark squares. In the future, he has chances to seize the initiative. 20.2xe5 
Bxe5 21.93 Wd7 22.Lh2 g4 23.Ah4 Ag7 24.22 h5 25.hxe4 hxg4 26.92 2f6 27.2h1 Having 
regrouped his forces, White starts an attack on the kingside. He aims to play on the light squares, 
and is prepared to sacrifice in order to achieve his aims. 27...2c7 28.W%d2 We7 29.2x¢4 295 30.f4 
2xh4 31.ael 
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Position after: 31.4ael 


Black’s queen move has equalized the position by increasing the pressure on the e4-pawn. White 
elected to sacrifice the knight, but maintain a powerful mobile center. 31...2f6 32.e5 4d8 Black 
cannot take on e5 with the pawn because of 33.d6 forking the queen and rook. 33.%/d3 The queen is 
eyeing the h7-square. Black’s position is very difficult right now. 33...dxe5 34.fxe5 &xe5 35.Wh7+ 
8 36.Wh8+ &e7 37.Bxe5+ Ld6 38.8xe8 Axe8 
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Position after: 38...0xe8 
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A forced variation. Black returned the excess material, making exchanges that reduced White’s 
attacking potential. 39.Rel He7 40.Wh6+ &c7 41.8xe7+ Wxe7 42.Wf4+ Ad6 The black king has 
found refuge on the queenside. 43.b4 cxb4 44.W%/xb4 We4+ 45. Wxe4 Axe4 46.03 Af6 47.25 Axed 
48.2xe4 b5 49.axb6+ &xb6 50.2f5 a5 51.26 &c5 52.&xf7 &xd5 53.94 The game ended in an 
honorable draw — White fiercely attacked, Black inventively defended! 2-4 (53) Garcia Palermo, C 
(2450) — Granda Zuniga, J (2639) Benasque 2010. 


4...fxe6 
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Position after: 4...fxe6 
5.3 


A) 5.4£3 d5 6.e3 “c6 7.2e2 Ze7 8.0-0 0-0 


Position after: 8...0-0 


Black has captured the center and is playing to take over the initiative. 9.a3 [9.Ac3 d4 10.exd4 cxd4 
11.Ab5 e5—+ White did not survive the opening] 9...b6 Black is looking at a bright future. 


B) 5.225 Be7 6.4c3 d5 7.cxd5 exd5 8.e3 Ac6 9.2xf6 2xf6 10.Axd5 &xb2 11.2b1 2e6 12.2xb2 
2xd5 13.e4 Bxe4 14.Wxd8+ &xd8 
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Position after: 14...&xd8 
It is very important to avoid a pin on the e-file. 15.f3 2d5 16.2xb7 Ad4 17.2b2 &c7F 
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5...d5 6.cxd5 exd5 7.225 d4 8.Ae4 Dc6 9.0xf6+ gxf6 10.2d2 24 
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Position after: 10...2¢4 


And Black gained the initiative. 


Conclusions: When choosing secondary lines, White will not gain the initiative so long as Black 
plays correctly. The main thing in such situations is to act aggressively, maintain momentum, take 
advantage of the time provided by the enemy. Another very important factor that the reader must 
understand is that the options often intersect, so you must be fully aware of which positions and 
structures you are aiming towards. 


Chapter 11 
Anti-Benoni Systems 
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Chapter 11 — Anti-Benoni Systems 


1.d4 Af6 2.23 c5 
a) 3.c4 

b) 3.e3 g6 4.-- 

c) 3.e3 g6 4.c4, 4.d5 
d) 3.d5 e6 4.Ac3 
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1.44 Af6 2.Af3 c5 3.c4 
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Position after: 3.c4 


It is worth noting that despite its advanced age (the first game was played in 1925), this variation is in 
demand to this day. In the practice of this line, which can also be reached from the English Opening, 
we can find many well-known names. White’s ideas contain a share of poison and play can go along 
forced lines, so Black needs to know what he is doing. White aims to control the center not with 
pawns, but with pieces. Non-standard positions arise. 


3...cxd4 4.0xd4 Ac6 5.Ac3 


5.23 Wb6 
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Position after: 5...¥8b6 


Black does not allow the white pieces to gain a foothold in the center; he tries to use his activity to 
drive them away. 


A) 6.Ac2 De5 7.63 Mc6 8.f3 e6 9.2b2 d6 10.222 Be7 11.0-0 Yc7 
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Position after: 11...Wic7 


It was already necessary to move the queen from its exposed position. 12.f4 ®ed7 13.43 a6 14.4 
EZb8 15.Lh1 b6 16.%e2 0-0 17.2ael 2b7 Play has reached a typical position from the Hedgehog 
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system. 18.e5 
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Position after: 18.e5 


White needs to play actively; otherwise Black will seize the initiative. 18...2xg2+ 19.&xg2 dxe5 
20.fxe5 Yb7+ 21.WB Ag4 22.Wxb7 Exb7 23.Ad1 “c5 Black has unravelled his tangled pieces, 0-1 
(60) Maki Uuro, M (2337) — Agopov, M (2423) Helsinki 2017. 


B) Slightly less common in practice, but no less critical, is 6.Ab3 Ae5 
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Position after: 6... Ae5 


B1) White can sacrifice a pawn for the initiative by 7.01d2 Wc6 8.Af3 Axc4 9.222 e6 10.0-0 d5 
11.abd4 Yb6 12.63 Ad6 13.8c3 Wad8. 
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Position after: 13...W8d8 


Black still has to complete his development and he needs to find 14.%d3 2e7 15.£fcl 0-0 16.a4 a6 
17.8c2 2d7 18.He5 Ade4. White did not pose any serious problems, 0-1 (62) Martins, V (2391) — 
Andreikin, D (2727) Kazan 2013. 


B2) 7.c5 blocks the queen’s very important diagonal, along which it eyed the f2-square. 7...%/c6 
8.f3 d6 The “nail” on c5 must be eliminated. 9.cxd6 e6 Of course Black doesn’t want an isolated 
pawn! 10.2g2 2xd6 11.0-0 0-0 
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Position after: 11...0-0 


12.2h1 [White only weakens the king position with 12.f4 Wb6+ 13.@h1 Aeg4 and Black is doing 
fine] 12...Ac4 13.Wel e5 14.Ac3 h6 15.c4 b6 16.f4 2a6 17.Ad5 @xd5 18.exd5 Wd7 19.We2 Hfe8 
20.f5 £6 21.404 Bh8 22.WhS 2800, 0-1 (33) Johansson, L (2468) — Tregubov, P (2589) Muelheim 
2018. 


he 


..e6 6.23 Yb6 


As already mentioned, Black is not allowing the knights to gain a foothold in the center. In this 
situation, White has a number of ideas. 
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Position after: 6...¥8b6 
7.Ab3 


A) 7.2db5 White wants to take advantage of the weakness of the dark-square complex in the 
opponent’s camp. Black needs to be extremely careful and study the resulting complications well. 
7...He5 


Al) 8.222 a6 9.Da4 Wd8 10.0d6+ &2xd6 11.4xd6 @xc4 12.Wic5 d5 13.b3 2d7 14.bxc4 2xa4= 
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Position after: 14...8xa4= 
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15.Wa3 Wd7 16.2b2 b5 17.cxd5 exd5 18.2xf6 gxf6 19.0-0 We7 20.4 £3 0-0 21.Wg4+ Gh8 
22.2xd5 Had8 23.e4 b4 There are complications, but the game is equal, 0-1 (62) Dubov, D (2700) 
— Vachier Lagrave, M (2775) Paris 2019. 


A2) No less principled and energetic is 8.2f4 @fg4 Blow for blow! 9.e3 a6 10.W/a4 a7 
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Position after: 10...&a7 


11.8e2 [11.Axa7 Wxb2—-+] 11...axb5 12.W%xb5 Wc6 13.Wxc6 dxc6 14.h3 Ad7 15.hxg4 e5 
Unexpectedly the bishop is trapped. 16.a3 exf4 17.gxf4 @c5 And White had no compensation, 0-1 
(27) Meskovs, N (2557) — Giri, A (2783) chess.com 2019. 


B) 7.4c2 In this situation, this move is no longer so dangerous due to 7...£2c5 creating a powerful 
battery. 8.e3 d5 Black plays to seize the initiative 9.cxd5 Axd5 10.4xd5 exd5 
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Position after: 10...exd5 


B1) White should not be greedy here. 11./xd5 White runs the risk of not finishing his 
development in time. The most aggressive line for Black now is 11...2e6 12.!%d2 [The queen 
leaves the queenside to the mercy of fate after 12.%/g¢5 “b4 13.4a3 0-0—+. Confusion reigns 
among the white pieces.] 12...2d8 13.W%c3 Ab4 
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Position after: 13...0b4 


Pay attention to the energy with which Black carries out his attack. 14.8e2 [No better is the 
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alternative 14.2d2 0-0 15.@xb4 &xd2 and White should surrender.] 14...Axc2+ 15.Wxc2 Wa5+ 
16.64 2xb4+ 17.2f1 Hc8—+ The fight must end quickly. 


B2) 11.2g2 0-0 12.0-0 Bd8 13.a3 &e7 
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Position after: 13...8.e7 


An important bishop transfer. On the a7-g1 diagonal it had nothing to do. 14.b4 2f6 15.2b1 2f5 
16.2b2 d4 Black took over the initiative, 0-1 (25) Wei Yi (2729) — So, W (2780) chess.com 2018. 


C) 7.e3 Leads to relatively calm positions in comparison with the options we have already 
examined. 7...2e7 8.222 0-0 9.0-0 £d8 
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Position after: 9...&d8 


Black is preparing a blast in the center 10.b3 d5 11.cxd5 Axd4 12.Wxd4 Wxd4 13.exd4 2b4 An 
important intermediate move that relieves the pressure in the center. 14.2d2 2xc3 15.2xc3 @xd5 
16.8fcl b6 17.2d2 2b7F White has a hard time defending, 0-1 (60) Dubov, D (2690) — Wei Yi 
(2725) China 2019. 


D) 7.43 allows Black to strike immediately. 7...d5 8.cxd5 exd5 9.292 d4 10.Aa4 2b4+ 11.2d2 
Wb5 12.0-0 [White could try to strengthen the knight’s position with 12.b3 0-0 13.0-0 2e7 14.295 
294 15.2xf6 2xf6 but Black already has a nicer position, %-'/% (45) Svidler, P (2760) — Dubov, D 
(2696) Sochi 2018] 12...8xd2 13.Axd2 0-0 14.8cl &g4 15.0c5 Wxe2 16.Wxe2 2xe2 17.Bfel d300 
Both sides have their chances, 2-2 (46) Svidler, P (2723) — Vidit, S (2726) chess24.com 2020. 
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Position after: 7... Ae5 


As we have already seen in the variations above, the knight is eyeing the c4-pawn, which has been 
weakened by the intention of the light-squared bishop to move to the main diagonal. Also, a jump to 
4 is possible. 


8.e4 


8.2g2 does not earn full compensation if Black plays correctly. 8...axc4 9.0-0 d6 Black creates 
fortified redoubts in his base. 10.e4 2d7 11.a4 Bc8 12.a5 Wd8 13.a6 b5 14.4d4 b4 15.4a4 2e7 16.b3 
Ae5 17.23 0-0 18.h3 Ag6 19.Wd2 d5 
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Position after: 19...d5 


Only after full mobilization does Black break through. 20.exd5 @xd5 21.2xd5 exd5 22.8fcl Sxcl+ 
23.8xcl Wa5 24.We2 Hc8 25.h4 Excl+ 26.2xcl 2f6 Black outplayed his opponent, 0-1 (35) Dubov, 
D (2690) — Vidit, S (2721) Moscow 2019. 


8...2b4 9.We2 d6 10.f4 


A more measured approach is 10.22 a5. 
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Position after: 10...a5 


A) 11.0-0-0 looks adventurous. 11...a4 12.4\al 0-0 13.@c2 2c5 Black needs to keep this bishop! 
14.f4 &c6 15.e5 dxe5 16.fxe5 Ad7 17.2f4 6 18.exf6 Axf6co Games with opposite-side castling are 
never boring, 1-0 (55) Navara, D (2717) — Grandelius, N (2659) Prague 2020. 


B) 11.2¢2 allows Black to play aggressively. 11...a4 12.2e3 Wc7 13.0d2 2d7 14.8cl a3 15.b3 Wa5 
16.Adb1 2c6 17.0-0 0-0 18.h3 Bac8 19.8fd1 Bfd8= 
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Position after: 19... &fd8= 


1-0 (41) Matlakov, M (2699) — Vidit, S (2721) Moscow 2019. 


C) 11.£4 Ac6 12.Ha4 2xd2+ 13.Axd2 Wa7 Keeping the queen on the important diagonal. 14.@c3 
A\d4 15.Wd3 Dg4 
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Position after: 15...\g4 


16.4d1 Forced. Black threatened ...Ac2+, ...W£2+ and ...Ae3+ winning. 16...e5 Anchoring the 


outpost. 17.03 @xf3+ 18.Wxf3 exf4 19.exf4 0-0 20.h3 Af6 21.Ac3 Wed 22.0-0-0 2e62, %-% (58) 


Anand, V (2803) — So, W (2760) Bilbao 2015. 


10...Ac6 11.8e3 &xc3+ 


Breaking up the pawn structure on the queenside. 


12.bxc3 Wc7 13.2¢2 e5 
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Position after: 13...e5 
Black fixes the pawn structure. 


14.c5 


Vital. Not good at all is 14.£5 b6 Black stymies White’s breakthrough ideas. 15.¢4 2a6 16.g5 Ad7 
17.0-0 Ad8 18.4d2 Ab7 
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Position after: 18...b7 
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A transfer worthy of your attention! 19.W%h5 ®a5 20.8fd1 Axc4 21.Axc4 &xc4 22.a4 Ac5 23.a5 bxa5 
24.26 £6 25.gxh7+ &f72 The fight is in full swing, 0-1 (49) Grigoryan, K (2584) — Gledura, B (2605) 
Barcelona 2017. 


14...dxc5 15.2xc5 exf4 16.0-0-0 
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Position after: 16.0-0-0 
It might appear that White has a serious initiative, but Black fights back with dynamic attacks. 
16...2¢4 17.23 2xf3 18.Yxf3 De5 19.Wixf4 b6 20.2d4 Afd7 
Reinforcing the outpost. The position is very unclear. 


21.2b1 0-0 22.Aal Bfe8 23.Ac2 Hed2 
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Position after: 23...Wc42 


0-1 (63) Zabotin, A (2473) — Oparin, G (2604) Sochi 2017. 


Conclusions: The positions in this variation are sharp and dynamic. It is important for Black not to 
give the opponent the initiative or the center. We would recommend the reader to carefully analyze it 
on a computer, because the options are full of non-standard moves and situations with mutual chances 
and counter-chances. 
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Position after: 2...c5 


3.e3 


One of the most fundamental answers to the Modern Benoni. White does not want to get involved in 
a skirmish and tries to transfer the game to more reliable lines of the Queen’s Gambit. On the White 
side his variation has been popular with 2700-plus players including Carlsen, Kramnik, Karjakin, 
Anand, and Jakovenko. Among other strong upholders of this line are Grachev, Stefanova, and 
Harika. For Black, Vachier Lagrave, Nepomniachtchi, Svidler, Ding Liren, Grischuk, Morozevich, 
Gelfand, Navara, and Andreikin have been happy to contest this line. 


A) 3.c3 goes into the structures of the London System, which is not included in the analysis of this 
book. 


B) We already know the idea 3.dxc5 e6 
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Position after: 3...e6 


B1) White can’t keep the pawn with 4.2¢3 a6 5.93 &xc5 6.&xc5 @xc5. The exchange of bishops 
is more likely to benefit Black. 7.222 b6 8.c4 2b7 9.4\c3 0-0 10.0-0 d5 11.cxd5 @xd5 12.%)xd5 
&xd5 13.b4 De4 14.403 Sc8 15.Shacl Wi 
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Position after: 15... 86 


We have reached a typical position of the Orthodox defense to the Queen’s Gambit, in which 
Black has solved all his problems, 2-2 (34) Demidov, M (2516) — Andriasian, Z (2622) St 
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Petersburg 2014. 


B2) 4.a3 Positions with a pawn on c4 are discussed in Chapter 10. 4...2xc5 5.b4 2b6 6.3 d5 
7.&e2 0-0 8.0-0 Ac6 9.2b2 We7 10.Abd2 2d7 Both sides carry out their plans according to the 
classical canons of the Queen’s Gambit. 


Position after: 10...2.d7 


11.c4 Now White just needs to centralize his rooks. 11...2ac8 12.&c1 h6 13.W%/b3 dxc4 14.@xc4 
&c7 15.8fd1 Sfd8 16.h3 Be8 


Zi as VU 
uf Ae 


a! te a 


freee: 


ab God e tT g@ fh 


518 


Position after: 16...2e8 


A typical repositioning in positions of this kind. Here the bishop does not interfere with the heavy 
pieces, while at the same time it controls the a4-e8 diagonal, which is important for the future. In 
other situations, it can also reinforce the king’s position from this square. 17.2xd8 &xd8 18.b5 ®a5 
19.Axa5 &xa5 20.2d4 2b6 21.2xb6 axb6 22.Ae5 Ae4 With logical play the game has reached a 
peaceful harbor, 2-2 (45) Hammer, J (2635) — Narayanan, S (2611) chess24.com INT 2020. 
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Position after: 3...26 
4.2e2 


The idea of this move is quite simple: White tries to complete the development of his pieces and 
castle as quickly as possible. The emerging positions are quite diverse: Hedgehog, Catalan, and 
Grunfeld structures. 


A) White can try to lure out the black queen with 4.dxc5, hoping for development with tempo gains, 
but careful play by Black will gain equality. 4...%a5+ 
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Position after: 4...4a5+ 


A1) Alexander Galkin used the techniques of the Slav Defense with colors reversed, playing 5.c3 
Wxc5 6.64 Wc7 7.2b2 227 8.c4 0-0 9.Abd?2 dé. 


a 
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Position after: 9...d6 


While mobilizing his forces, Black needs to undermine the white pawn structure. 10.2e2 a5 11.a3 
Hab 12.4%b3 Wb6 13.2c3 e5 14.0-0 axb4 15.axb4 2e6 16.2ab1 h6 Having developed an active 
position Pavel Ponkratov outplayed his opponent, 0-1 (72) Galkin, A (2611) — Ponkratov, P (2632) 
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Moscow 2019. 
A2) 5.Abd2 Wxc5 6.a3 297 7.64 Wc7 8.2b2 0-0 9.2e2 b6 10.c4 2b7 
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Position after: 10...2.b7 


As you can see, the positions that occur in these schemes are very diverse. Black has several paths 
to develop his pieces, which we listed earlier. Luke McShane chose the Hedgehog formation, 
which has already been mentioned more than once. 11.0-0 d6 12.%/b3 Abd7 13.Bacl Bac8 14.2fd1 
Wb8 15.Ab1l Ded 16.2xe7 &xg7 17.Afd2 Adf6 With full-on play, 0-1 (65) Aleksandrov, A 
(2589) — McShane, L (2640) Katowice 2017. 


B) 4.c3 goes over to the Slav Defense reversed, with an extra tempo for White of course. 4...b6 
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Position after: 4...b6 


Another double fianchetto. 
B1) 5.Abd2 287 6.a4 2b7 7.a5 Before Black completes his development, White causes some 
confusion in the opposing ranks. 7...0-0 8.a6 &c6 9.Ae5 We7 10.Axc6 Axc6 11.4b3 d6 12.2b5 e5 
13.d5 De7 14.c4 Wc8 15.Ad2 We8 16.e4 £5 Maneuvering in a closed position, Black finds his 
counterplay! 
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Position after: 16...f5 
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17.2xe8 The bishop has no other prospects. 17...W%/xe8 18.f3 2h6 The initiative swings over to the 
black side, ’2-'2 (22) Velten, P (2456) — Stupak, K (2542) Rochefort 2017. 


B2) 5.243 2b7 6.0-0 297 7.Abd2 d5 8.We2 Abd7 9.Ae5 0-0 10.f4 
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Position after: 10.f4 


The game has evolved into a line of the Dutch Defense Stonewall with colors reversed! It should 
be noted that such a position is very promising and playable for fans of this variation, because 
Black has no opportunity to exchange the light-squared bishops. 10...Ae8 11.h4 Adf6 12.24 Ded 
Occupying an important outpost. 13.axe4 dxe4 14.2c2 @d6 15.8d1 cxd4 16.cxd4 e6 Black is 
fine, 0-1 (45) Hayrapetyan, H (2486) — Grigoryan, K (2550) Yerevan 2013. 


B3) 5.dxc5 bxc5 6.¢4 
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Position after: 6.e4 


Magnus Carlsen, as always, plays creatively and interestingly. This pawn is important for 
capturing space. 6...297 [6...axe4 automatically loses to 7.W%/d5+—] 7.2d3 0-0 8.0-0 d6 9.4\a3 &b7 
Now we get English structures for Black, though not for long. 10.&e1 Abd7 11.h3 a5 12.2f4 a4 
13.Wd2 2c6 14.Bad1 b6 15.€5 


L UY AY 
4 YG YY 
¢ fh, WZ Ce 


+ Nog # Oo “4 oo 


Position after: 15.e5 


An important undermining, and the only way to fight for the advantage. 15...dxe5 16.Axe5 Axe5 


924 


17.2xe5 Wb7 18.f3 Hfd8 19.W4f2 Zac8 Black has got a comfortable position, 0-1 (54) Carlsen, M 
(2850) — Grischuk, A (2774) Berlin 2015. 


C) 4.2d3 227 5.0-0 0-0 6.b3 cxd4 7.exd4 “c6 8.2b2 a6 9.a3 b5 10.Xel Bb8 11.Abd2 a5 
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Position after: 11...a5 


Black plays very original and very strong chess. 12.4e5 b4 13.axb4 axb4 14.2c4 2b7 15.Adf3 Da5 
16.2.3 d6 17.Ac4 Axc4 18.bxc4 e6 19.Ad2 @d7 20.c3 bxc3 21.2xc3 Wc7 The dust of the battle 
has cleared and White’s central pawns look weak, 0-1 (56) Golubov, S (2469) — Ponkratov, P (2621) 
Sochi 2019. 


4...297 5.0-0 
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Position after: 5.0-0 
5...b6 


A similar idea is 5...0-0. 


Position after: 5...0-0 


Here and on subsequent moves transpositions are possible. 


A) Grunfeld Defense positions occur in the event of 6.c4 cxd4 7.exd4 d5 8.4c3 “c6 9.a3 Bg4 
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10.cxd5 Axd5 11.h3 Be6 12.295 Abo. 
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Position after: 12...0b6 


Black’s light pieces are arranged very harmoniously. 13.W%cl &c8 14.2d1 2b3 15.82e1 &xd4 
16.Axd4 Axd4 17.294 &c7 18. Wf f6 19.2h6 e5 20.W/g3 Sff7 White has no compensation for the 
lost pawn, '-'2 (60) Bregadze, L (2435) — Zherebukh, Y (2625) Rockville 2014. 


B) 6.dxc5 


B1) 6...%a5 An interesting idea tried by Dubov. 7.a3 Wxc5 8.b4 Wc7 9.2b2 b6 10.c4 2b7 11.43 
d6 12.&c1 Abd7 13.Ad5 Wd8 14.Ac3 Hc8 15.8%/b3 He8 16.Hfdl We7 17.Ad4 Wb8 
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Position after: 17...8b8 


A typical Hedgehog scenario. 18.2f3 2xf3 19.Axf3 Wb7 Black is doing well, 0-1 (58) Adly, A 
(2594) — Dubov, D (2614) Dubai 2014. 


B2) 6...84c7 7.a3 a5 8.Abd2 Dab 
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Position after: 8...0a6 


The position is similar to one of the variations of the Catalan Opening with colors reversed. 9.4\b3 
&\xc5 10.@xc5 Wxc5 11.b4 A typical counter-strike in such positions. 11...%b6 12.2b2 axb4 
13.2d4 Sacrificing a pawn for the initiative. 13...4%d6 14.axb4 Bxal 15.Wxal Wxb4 
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Position after: 15...Wixb4 


16.c4 Wd6 17.c5 Wce7 18.8c1 d5 19.cxd6 Wxd6 20.2c5 Wd8 21.W/a3 He8 Black returns the pawn to 
neutralize the opponent’s pressure. 22.2xe7 &xe7 23.Exc8 Wxc8 24.Wixe7 Ad5 And after all these 
complications, the game takes a peaceful course, -’2 (33) Bartel, M (2612) — Aryan, C (2553) 
Abu Dhabi 2019. 
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Position after: 5...b6 


6.b3 
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Mobilization comes first! 


6.c4 This continuation can be considered at every move! 6...0-0 7.0c3 cxd4 8.exd4 2b7 9.225 h6 
10.2f4 d5 Again moving into Grunfeld territory. 11.2e1 Ac6 12.0e5 Bc8 13.2 dxc4 14.Wa4 Wxd4 
15.2xc6 Exc6 
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Position after: 15...8&xc6 


16.Ae2 [16.Axc6 Wxf4 The position of the white king is unsafe. The queen, the b7-bishop and the f6- 
knight ae all regarding it with evil intent.] 16...W%e4 17. Wd5 18.xc6 &xc6 19.Wa3 Ad7 20.263 
He5 21.4\f4 @xf3+ Exploiting the fact that White’s pieces are on the opposite side of the board. 
22.¢xf3 Wx 23.Wb4 e5 24.Wd2 exf4 25.2xf4 &d4+ 
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Position after: 25...2d4+ 


Black knocked out his opponent with a direct attack on the king, 0-1 Gaifullin, A (2414) — 
Sethuraman, S (2632) St Petersburg 2017. 


6...0-0 7.2b2 2b7 8.c4 cxd4 9.Axd4 d5 10.Ac3 dxc4 11.8xc4 a6 12.8e2 e5 13.Ac2 
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Position after: 13.@c2 


Already here we can say that Black has come out of the opening well. The game continued 
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13...Abd7 14.8c1 8e8 15.8% d2 Ac5 16.4% xd8 Raxd8 17.8fd1 Dfe4 18.Axe4 Bxe4 
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Position after: 18... 2xe4 


Black is already better, 2-2 Burmakin, V (2526) — Bauer, C (2647) Zurich 2017. 


( c) 3.e3 g6 4.c4, 4.d5 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.Af3 c5 3.e3 26 


oth 


4 non . 


ees As 


932 


Position after: 3...26 


4.d5 
White’s position looks a little awkward with the pawn on e3, but he can still make life difficult for 
Black. 
One of the most fundamental lines is 4.c4 27. 
A) 5.2e2 0-0 6.0-0 cxd4 
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Position after: 6...cxd4 


A1) From here two top players fought a fundamental opening battle in one of the online 
tournaments. 7.2)xd4 “\c6 8.4c3 looks a little simpler. [8.@\c2 keeps all the pieces on the board. 
8...d5 Finally destroying the enemy center. 9.Ac3 dxc4 10.2xc4 2f5 11.We2 De5 12.e4 Be4 13.8 
4\xc4 Gaining the advantage of the two bishops in a half-open position. 14.%xc4 2e6 15.We2 Bc8 
16.8d1 Yb6+ 17.8 £2 Wxf2+ 18.c%2xf2 Ad7 Black’s endgame is no worse, 1-0 (60) Nakamura, H 
(2745) — So, W (2767) chess.com 2020.] 8...Axd4 9.Wxd4 d6 White’s queen will have to move 
away from the center, to escape the menace of the g7-bishop. 10.2f3 2e6 
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Position after: 10... 8.e6 


11.&d3 [Greed is not good in this situation. 11.2xb7 2b8 12.213 Ad5 13.4%d3 Axc3 14.bxc3 We7F 
White’s pawns are incredibly weak.] 11...0d7 12.2d5 ®c5 13.We2 2xc3 14.bxc3 Wa5 15.2d2 
Eac8 Black sailed through the opening without any problems, 0-1 Nakamura, H (2745) — So, W 
(2767) chess.com 2020. 


A2) 7.exd4 d5 
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Position after: 7...d5 
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8.c5 This position resembles the exchange variation of the Caro-Kann Defense [8.“c3 brings 
about a position seen in the previously considered game Bregadze — Zherebukh]. 8...Ae4 Black 
plays energetically. 9.Ac3 @c6 10.2e3 Axc5 An interesting temporary piece sacrifice, aiming to 
eliminate White’s pawn center. 11.dxc5 d4 12.Axd4 @xd4= 
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Position after: 12...0xd4= 


0-1 (27) Ren, X (2130) — Khotenashvili, B (2504) Taizhou 2014. 
B) 5.d5 transposes to the main line with 4.d5. 
C) 5.dxc5 “a6 A familiar idea from Chapter 10. 
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Position after: 5...0a6 


C1) 6.a3 Axc5 7.b4 Ae6 Very unusual positions for the knights. 8.2b2 b6 
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Position after: 8...b6 


Of course, a double fianchetto! 9.4\c3 2b7 10.f%b3 0-0 11.2d1 &c8 12.8e2 Ae4 13.Ad5 2xb2 
14.4xb2 Ac7 15.04 £6 16.Ad2 Axd2 17.&xd2 e5 Black erects a pawn barrier. 18.Ad5 @xd5 
19.cxd5 Wc7 With the exchange of pieces, White’s initiative has dried up and Black’s difficulties 
are behind him. 
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Position after: 19...Wc7 
20.0-0 4%c3 Black is ahead, 0-1 (41) Mamedyarov, S (2765) — Vachier Lagrave, M (2775) Paris 
2019. 


C2) Possibly also 6.4c3 @xc5 7.2e2 b6 8.2d4 2b7 9.f3 d5. Black is already primed for this 
breakthrough! 10.cxd5 Axd5 11.2b5+ &f8 
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Position after: 11...&f8 


Even the loss of castling rights does not blunt Black’s initiative. Quite a responsible decision. 12.0- 
0 Axc3 13.bxc3 We7 14.8f2 Be5 15.23 After this move, Black starts to play on the kingside. But it 
was already hard to offer good advice to White. 15...h5 16.e4 h4?, 0-1 (50) Laxman, R (2403) — 
Sargissian, G (2666) Sharjah 2017. 


D) 5.%c3 Centralizing as much as possible. The variations discussed at the previous move are also 
possible. 


4...297 
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Position after: 4...227 
5.3 


This chapter is devoted to non-standard continuations, so let’s choose this as the main move. 


Play can still return to typical Modern Benoni positions. 5.c4 0-0 6.43 d6 
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Position after: 6...d6 


A) 7.h3 looks passive. 7...c6 8.2e2 &e8 Black is clearly in no hurry to exchange. 9.Ad2 “a6 
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10.dxe6 White can’t stand the tension any longer. 10...2xe6 11.0-0 d5 12.cxd5 Axd5 13.Axd5 &xd5 
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Position after: 13... 2xd5 


Black has a promising position, 0-1 (40) Karjakin, S (2762) — Svidler, P (2727) Baku 2015. 
B) 7.2.43 e6 8.0-0 exd5 9.cxd5 294 
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Position after: 9...2¢4 


Exchanging the problem bishop. We have encountered this method more than once. 10.h3 &xf3 
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11.Wxf3 Be8 12.2d1 “bd7 Black’s position looks harmonious, %-'’% (43) Meier, G (2655) — Ragger, 
M (2659) Berlin 2018. 


5...0-0 
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Position after: 5...0-0 
6.24 
More modest is 6.2e2 d6 7.0-0 e6 8.dxe6 &xe6 9.c4 Ac6 10.2f4 d5. 
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Position after: 10...d5 


Black eliminates the white center, and opens lines for his bishops. 11.exd5 @xd5 12.@)xd5 Yxd5 
13.Wxd5 &xd5 14.c3 Sfe8 15.2e3 b6 Black has no worries, 1-0 (52) Karjakin, S (2783) — 
Nepomniachtchi, I (2751) chess.com 2017. 


6...d6 7.0-0 Aaé 


Don’t forget about this idea. 
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Position after: 7...0a6 


8.8e1 c7 9.e4 294 10.h3 2xf3 11.8xf3 a6 12.04 Ad7 13.Wd1 b6 14.2f1 Bb8= 
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Position after: 14... 2b8= 


Ya-'/2 Grachev, B (2655) — Ponkratov, P (2603) Astana 2017. 


Conclusions: The positions arising with the continuation 3.e3 are incredibly diverse and require 
extensive knowledge. Both sides can go to different opening schemes and try to deceive their 
opponent somewhere. For Black, the plan with a double fianchetto and a breakthrough with ...d5 is 
especially worth noting. 


( d) 3.d5 e6 4.23 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.Af3 c5 3.d5 e6 4.0c3 
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Position after: 4.0c3 


White is trying to create an outpost for his pieces on the d5-square. The resulting structures are often 
not similar to the main positions of the Modern Benoni, which allows White to get off the beaten 
track, depriving his opponent of the pleasure of playing his favorite schemes. The system is not 
hugely significant, but is quite popular among amateurs. 


4...exd5 5.Axd5 Axd5 6.¥4xd5 


Kicking the queen away from this advanced post is not as easy as it might seem at first glance. 
Precision is required from Black. 


6...2c6 


kee 


“a 
oo 
Pa 


Position after: 6...0c6 
7.e4 


The most consistent. 


A) The active move 7.225 does not achieve the desired effect. 7...%b6 Attacking a weakened pawn 
with gain of tempo. 


Position after: 7...¥8b6 
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A1) Perhaps too straightforward is 8.%e4+ (1-0 (32) Short, N (2664) — Fitzsimons, D (2389) 
Bunratty 2015) 8...Ae7N 9.0-0-0 d5 10.&xd5 f6 The black king is stuck in the center, but its 
position is very secure. If you want to, you can later head for the endgame with ...%c6 and ...2e6. 


A2) 8.4e5 @xe5 White was attacking the f7-pawn. 9.Wxe5+ We6 10.%c7 f6 Defending against 
mate. 11.24 2e7 12.e3 &f7 13.8e2 Hd8 14.2d1 d5 15.0-0 Wc6 
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Position after: 15...Wc6 


White can probably not take advantage of Black’s lag in development. Equality rules on the board. 
B) 7.4¢5 is an extremely ambitious effort to mate but after 7...%e7 White’s illusions are shattered. 


C) Much more noteworthy is the preventive 7.c3. White restricts the opponent’s only active piece. 
7...d6 Driving away the enemy queen takes top priority. 8.2f4 2e6 9.Wd3 2e7 10.4 
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Position after: 10.e4 


The position is full of play. 


D) 7.24 With this continuation White is actively looking at the weak d-pawn. 7...d6 8.0-0-0 2e6 
But White is one move short of being able to capture that pawn! Black creates counterplay. 9.W/d2 
Be7 10.Ag5 Bxa2 
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Position after: 10... 2xa2 


The fearless bishop boldly ventures right into the enemy’s camp. 11.b3 c4 12.2b2 cxb3 13.cxb3 
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2xb3 14.xb3 Wb6+ 15.2a2 Ab4+ Black needs to play dynamically, otherwise White will finish 
his development and exploit his extra piece. 16.&b1 Ad3+ 17.Ya2 Wa6+ 18.&b1 Hb5+ And Black 
just wins. 
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Position after: 7.e4 
7...d6 


7...8e7 leaves White some advantage after 8.2c4 0-0 9.0-0 d6 10.Wh5 2e6 11.2xe6 fxe6 12.Ag5 
2x95 13.2xg5 b6 14.b3. In the upcoming battle, the bishop looks more promising than the knight. 


8.A¢5 


Compared to 7.4\g5, the difference is that now White’s light-squared bishop can join the game, 
creating additional pressure on the f7-pawn. 


8...We7 
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Position after: 8...e7 
9.204 


9.2b5 does not give a positive result because Black has an intermediate move. 9...2d7 10.2¢4 Ad8 
11.0-0 h6 White’s attack has dried up and Black stabilizes his position. 12.03 Ac6 
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Position after: 12...0c6 


13.b3 [A more classical bishop development is also possible. 13.24 2e6 14.W/d3 &xc4 15.Wixc4 We6 
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16.%b5 0-0-0 Black is doing well.] 13...2e6 14.%d3 2xc4 15.bxc4 0-0-0co We have a position where 
each side has its own trump cards and its own attack. 


9...£6 
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Position after: 9...f6 
Black can’t leave the knight there forever. 
10.8f7+ 


The knight will not return from its tour if White risks invading with it. 10.Af7 Ab4 The black knight 
can attack too! 11.2b5+ 2d7 12.Wxb7 &xb5 13.Axd6+ Wxd6 14.%xb5+ &f7—-+ White is a piece 
down without real compensation. 


10...2d7 

The game is extremely non-standard. 

11.8% xe7+ &xe7 12.6 

The knight has gone too far. Black has the right to seek a combination. 


12...Ab4 13.0-0 b5 14.2.d5 Axd5 15.exd5 g6= 
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Position after: 15...g6= 


Black’s two bishops must compensate for the space concessions. 

Conclusions: There is one pattern in the above variations. White with a swoop of two to four pieces 
is trying to bring confusion into the enemy’s ranks. If Black fights back, he can at least equalize the 
game without difficulty. Do not be afraid to lose your castling rights. But if White allows it, then long 
castling could be the way to go. 
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